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ARIZONA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Fiftieth Legislature – Second Regular Session 

 
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES  

 
Minutes of Meeting 

Monday, February 20, 2012 
House Hearing Room 4  --  2:00 p.m. 

 
Chairman Pratt called the meeting to order at 2:20 p.m. and attendance was noted by the 
secretary. 
 

Members Present 
 
Mrs. Barton Miss. Reeve Mrs. Brophy McGee, Vice-Chairman 
Ms. Fann Mr. Saldate Mr. Pratt, Chairman 
Mrs. Judd Mr. Wheeler  
 

Members Absent 
 
Mr. Patterson   
 

Committee Action 
 
SB1054 – DP (8-0-0-1)  
 
 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
SB1054 - underground mines; work hours – DO PASS 
 

Vice-Chairman Brophy McGee moved that SB1054 do pass. 
 
Kate Sommerville, House Majority Intern, explained that SB1054 increases the maximum 
number of hours, from 8 to 12, any person employed in underground mining activities can work 
within a 24 hour period (Attachment 1). 
 
Adam Hawkins, Government Affairs, Resolution Copper, testified in support of SB1054 and 
explained that the mining industry is updating its regulatory structure and looking to develop and 
advance into underground mining in Arizona.  Mr. Hawkins cited mining statistics on the 
demand for residential copper, employment figures and the fiscal impact to the state.  He advised 
that workers in Utah, who work twelve-hour shifts, have seen a decrease in lost time injuries and 
that the mines in Colorado, Wyoming, Alaska, etc. have progressed to working twelve-hour 
shifts instead of eight-hour shifts. 
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Mr. Hawkins answered Members' questions regarding workers' opinions on the longer shifts, 
American Federation of Labor - Congress of Industrial Organizations' (AFL-CIO) position and 
the total weekly hours worked by employees. 
 
Ms. Fann commented that highway construction shifted from eight-hour shifts to ten- and 
twelve-hour shifts many years ago and the AFL-CIO supported that move and questioned their 
opposition for the mining industry.  Mr. Hawkins responded that he has not heard directly from 
the AFL-CIO and could not clarify the reason. 
 
Chairman Pratt advised Members that he called Joe Hart, Arizona State Mine Inspector, to 
clarify any opposition to SB1054 and Mr. Hart stated a neutral position on the bill. 
 
Vice-Chairman Brophy McGee announced the names of those who signed up in support of 
SB1054 but did not speak: 
Lyn White, Arizona Mining Association 
Rebecca Hudson, Environmental Policy Analyst, Arizona Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
Genevra Richardson, ASARCO, LLC 
Jim Mack, representing self 
 
Vice-Chairman Brophy McGee announced the names of those who signed up in opposition to 
SB1054 but did not speak: 
Seth Apfel, representing self 
 

Question was called on the motion that SB1054 do pass.  The motion carried 
by a roll call vote of 8-0-0-1 (Attachment 2). 
 

Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 2:34 p.m. 
 
 

__________________________________________ 
Abby Selvey, Committee Secretary 
March 21, 2012 
 

(Original minutes, attachments and audio on file in the Office of the Chief Clerk; video archives 
available at http://www.azleg.gov) 
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