
  

 
  COMMITTEE ON MILITARY AFFAIRS  
 AND PUBLIC SAFETY 
   February 15, 2012 

ARIZONA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Fiftieth Legislature – Second Regular Session 

 
COMMITTEE ON MILITARY AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC SAFETY 

 
Minutes of Special Meeting 

Wednesday, February 15, 2012 
House Hearing Room 3  --  8:30 a.m. or on adj. of reg MAPS Committee mtg. 

 
 
Chairman Gowan called the meeting to order at 4:33 p.m. and attendance was noted by the 
secretary. 

Members Present 
 
Mr. Dial Mr. Smith D Ms. Proud, Vice-Chairman 
Mr. Hale Mr. Stevens Mr. Gowan, Chairman 
Mr. Harper   
 

Members Absent 
 
Mr. Gallego Mr. Miranda R (excused)  
 

Committee Action 
 
SB1126 - DP (6-0-0-3)  
 
 
Mr. Hale introduced Joe Dedman, Apache County Sheriff. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF BILL: 
 
SB1126 - World War II memorial. - DO PASS 
 

Vice-Chairman Proud moved that SB1126 do pass. 
 
Liz Dunfee, Majority Research Analyst, explained that SB1126 authorizes the placement of the 
World War II (WWII) memorial in Wesley Bolin Plaza that is dedicated to the memory of the 
commencement of WWII at Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941 and the signing of the surrender 
by Japan on September 2, 1945 (Attachment 1).  The bill allows the Secretary of State to solicit 
and accept contributions, including in-kind contributions, to pay for the memorial and enter into 
an interagency service agreement with the Department of Administration (DOA) for the 
maintenance, repair, recondition or relocation of the memorial.  The bill contains an emergency 
clause. 
 
Chairman Gowan related that this legislation needs to move quickly because of the April 
deadline when other gun barrels and equipment will be moved and costs can be shared. 
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Jim Drake, Assistant Secretary of State, Secretary of State's Office, testified in support of 
SB1126.  He advised that this expedited hearing was requested because the deadline to purchase 
these guns has been moved up.  He said that Delaware is having gun barrels loaded up on April 2 
and Arizona would like to join with Delaware when the cranes are on site.  He distributed 
pictures of the guns.  
 
In response to Chairman Gowan, Mr. Drake answered that Delaware is moving equipment at the 
same time, so joining with Delaware will save Arizona some of the costs, which is very 
important. 
 
Mr. Smith asked whether the USS Missouri is still in commission.  Mr. Drake replied that the 
USS Missouri is decommissioned but is at Pearl Harbor now.  In the past, the barrels were 
interchangeable and when they wore out, they would be sent back to be realigned.  The barrel in 
the picture, while not on the USS Missouri now, was at the signing of the Japanese surrender to 
the Allied Forces in Tokyo Bay.  The Arizona barrel was on the USS Arizona for 13 years.  It 
had been taken off to be realigned, so it did not go down when the ship sunk.  The barrel was put 
on the USS Nevada and was at Normandy on D-Day.  He said that in terms of military history, 
these two artifacts are unparalleled; they symbolize the beginning and the end of WWII.     
 
In reply to Mr. Stevens about paying for the guns, Mr. Drake answered in the affirmative.  He 
said there has been great support from veterans' groups, Boy Scout organizations, and others. 
 
Mr. Harper asked about the fundraising goals.  Mr. Drake stated that a bid for $200,000 was 
received for transportation costs.  Construction costs of the monument are also expected to be 
around $200,000.  He explained that the Navy requires a viable transportation plan, funding as 
well as the state demonstrating that it is capable of accomplishing the memorial, and getting a 
state law in place is needed for this to happen.    
 
Persons who signed up in support of SB1126 but did not speak: 
David Hampton, Public Information Officer, Arizona Department of Veterans' Services 
Alan Ecker, Program Associate, Arizona Department of Administration 
Vince Leach, representing self 
Diana Baker, representing self 
Arvin Schultz, representing self 
Robert Flores, representing self 
 

Question was called on the motion that SB1126 do pass.  The motion carried by a 
roll call vote of 6-0-0-3 (Attachment 2).   

 
Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 4:42 p.m. 
 
       ______________________________ 
       Joanne Bell, Committee Secretary 
       March 6, 2012 
 
(Original minutes, attachments and audio on file in the Chief Clerk’s Office; video archives 
available at http://www.azleg.gov) 
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