
  

 
   COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT 
   February 14, 2012 

ARIZONA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Fiftieth Legislature – Second Regular Session 

 
COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT 

 
Minutes of Special Meeting 
Tuesday, February 14, 2012 

House Hearing Room 4  --  2:30 p.m. or on adjournment of the  
regular Government Committee meeting 

 
 
Chairman Ugenti called the meeting to order at 8:39 p.m. and attendance was noted by the 
secretary. 
 

Members Present 
 
Mr. Forese Mr. Meyer Mr. Pierce, Vice-Chairman 
Mr. Gowan Mr. Urie Mrs. Ugenti, Chairman 
Ms. Hobbs   
 

Members Absent 
 
Mr. Arredondo Mr. Montenegro  
 

Committee Action 
 
HB2851 – DP (7-0-0-2)  
 
 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
HB2851 - appointment; ombudsman-citizens aide – DO PASS 
 

Vice-Chairman Pierce moved that HB2851 do pass. 
 
Michelle Hindman, Assistant Director of Majority Research, explained that HB2851 appoints 
Dennis Wells as the Ombudsman-Citizens Aide (Attachment 1).  She added that this is an 
emergency measure. 
 
Mr. Urie, sponsor, gave the background of the current appointment.  He informed the Members 
that 600 applications were received for the opening and that Mr. Wells is the successful 
candidate.  He stated that HB2851 must pass out of the House with a two-thirds vote, then pass 
out of the Senate with a two-thirds vote, and then receive the Governor's signature. 
 
Mr. Urie reminded the Members that the ombudsman-citizens aide works for the Legislature and 
that the office investigates thousands of complaints each year. 
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Dennis Wells, Ombudsman-select, introduced himself to the Members and described his public 
experience which includes serving as a City Manager, a State Land Commissioner, and an 
elected official in Flagstaff/Coconino County.  He stated that he is a fourth-generation Arizonan 
from the Williams area.   
 
Mr. Wells addressed Members' questions about the ombudsman's staff and the type of 
investigations that the office handles. 
 
Vice-Chairman Pierce announced the names of those who signed up in support of HB2851 but 
did not speak: 
Marcus Dell'Artino, representing self 
Kurt Davis, representing self 
Spencer Kamps, representing self 
 

Question was called on the motion that HB2851 do pass. The motion carried 
by a roll call vote of 7-0-0-2 (Attachment 2). 

 
Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 8:48 p.m. 
 
 

__________________________________________ 
Jane Dooley, Committee Secretary 
March 1, 2012 

 
(Original minutes, attachments and audio on file in the Office of the Chief Clerk; video archives 
available at http://www.azleg.gov) 
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