
  

 
   COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE AND WATER  
   February 9, 2012 

ARIZONA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Fiftieth Legislature – Second Regular Session 

 
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE AND WATER  

 
Minutes of Meeting 

Thursday, February 9, 2012 
House Hearing Room 5  --  9:00 a.m. 

 
 
Chairman Jones called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m. and attendance was noted by the 
secretary. 
 

Members Present 
 
Mrs. Barton Mrs. Judd Mr. Urie 
Mrs. Brophy McGee  Ms. Miranda C Mr. Crandell, Vice-Chairman 
Mr. Gallego Mrs. Pancrazi Mr. Jones, Chairman 
 

Members Absent 
 
None   
 

Committee Action 
 
HB2477 – HELD HCR2047 – DP (9-0-0-0) 
HB2658 – DP (8-0-0-1) HJR2002 – DPA S/E (9-0-0-0) 
HCR2018 – DISCUSSED AND HELD  
 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
HB2477 - vehicle equipment; inspections; farm implements – HELD  

 
Chairman Jones announced that HB2477 will be held. 

 
HB2658 - flood control authority; relinquishment; districts – DO PASS 
 

Vice-Chairman Crandell moved that HB2658 do pass. 
 
Christopher Adams, House Majority Intern, explained that HB2658 makes clarifying changes to 
statute concerning liabilities of flood control authority transfers from cities or towns to county 
districts (Attachment 1). 
 
Representative Frank Pratt, sponsor, explained that the counties have requested this bill and are 
in support.  He stated that he plans to add a floor amendment that will address an issue expressed 
by the cities. 
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Todd Madeksza, Director of Legislative Affairs, County Supervisors Association, testified in 
support of HB2658. 
 
Paul Jepson, Assistant to the City Manager, City of Maricopa, stated his support for the bill and 
his appreciation for the intended amendment to benefit the cities and adjust the balance. 
 
Vice-Chairman Crandell announced the names of those who signed up in support of HB2658 but 
did not speak: 
Rory Hays, Flood Control District of Maricopa County 
Steve Trussell, Arizona Rock Products Association  
Trey Williams, Legislative Liaison, Arizona Association of Counties 
 

Question was called on the motion that HB2658 do pass.  The motion carried 
by a roll call vote of 8-0-0-1 (Attachment 2). 

 
HCR2018 - agriculture and natural resources; secretary – DISCUSSED AND HELD 
 

Vice-Chairman Crandell moved that HCR2018 do pass. 
 

Christopher Adams, House Majority Intern, explained that HCR2018 will repeal and replace 
Article 19 of the Constitution of Arizona to eliminate the office of Mine Inspector and replace it 
with a new elected office of the Secretary of Agriculture and Natural Resources (Attachment 3).  
He explained that the Crandell 16-line amendment (Attachment 4) requires the Secretary to have 
at least 10 years of experience in natural resource management and gives power to appoint 
Department heads. 

 
Vice-Chairman Crandell moved that the Crandell 16-line amendment dated 
2/7/12 (Attachment 4) be adopted.  
 

Vice-Chairman Crandell, sponsor, explained the purpose of SCR2018, which will: 
• speed up the permitting process by combining functions under one head 
• eliminate fund sweeps 
• codify the requirements for the Secretary position 

 
He stressed that he will be meeting with stakeholders to ensure that the bill is acceptable to all. 
 
Jeffrey Kros, Arizona Municipal Water Users Association, testified against the bill, stressing that 
it is a very big change for the agencies.  He supports the intent to look for new efficiencies. 
 
Mrs. Pancrazi asked, if agencies were adequately funded, would the problems with permitting 
still exist.  Vice-Chairman Crandell replied that combining the agencies will eliminate the turf 
wars that exist today.  Mrs. Pancrazi asked if it is wise to have the overseer and the overseen in 
the same department.  Vice-Chairman Crandell stated that the duties and responsibilities will still 
be clearly outlined.  Discussion ensued. 
 
Vice-Chairman Crandell announced the names of those who signed up in opposition to 
HCR2018 but did not speak: 
Sandy Bahr, Conservation Director, Sierra Club - Grand Canyon Chapter 
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Ben Alteneder, Arizona Wildlife Federation 
Steve Trussell, Arizona Rock Products Association  
Melissa Ramsey, representing self 
 

Without objection, Vice-Chairman Crandell withdrew his motion that the 
Crandell 16-line amendment dated 2/7/12 (Attachment 4) be adopted.   
 
Without objection, Vice-Chairman Crandell withdrew his motion that 
HCR2018 do pass. 
 
Chairman Jones announced that HCR2018 will be held. 
 

HCR2047 - state parks heritage fund; restoration – DO PASS 
 

Vice-Chairman Crandell moved that HCR2047 do pass. 
 

Gina Kash, House Majority Research Analyst, explained that HCR2047 establishes the Arizona 
State Parks Board Heritage Fund and distributes $10 million from the State Lottery Fund into the 
newly established Heritage Fund (Attachment 5). 
 
Janice Miano, Arizona Heritage Alliance, testified in support of HCR2047 which will reinstate 
funds that were cut in 2010 and allow the voters to decide the issue.  She distributed a list of 
grants awarded by the Arizona Heritage Alliance to cities and counties (Attachment 6). 
 
Vice-Chairman Crandell announced the names of those who signed up in support of HCR2047 
but did not speak: 
Bryan Hughes, representing self 
Jay Ziemann, Assistant Director, Arizona State Parks Board 
Diana Rhodes, representing self 
Bettina Bickel, representing self 
Sandy Bahr, Conservation Director, Sierra Club - Grand Canyon Chapter 
Jeff Spellman, representing self 
Ben Alteneder, Arizona Wildlife Federation 
Michael Celaya, Intergovernmental Relations Director, City of Surprise 
Dale Wiebusch, Legislative Associate, League of Arizona Cities and Towns 
Melissa Ramsey, representing self 
David Johnson, Intergovernmental Affairs Analyst, Town of Buckeye 
George Reiners, representing self 
William Thornton, Arizona Heritage Alliance 
Paul Barnes, Neighborhood Coalition of Greater Phoenix 
Matthew Busby, City of Apache Junction 
Thomas Hulen, Conservationist, representing self 
Jim McPherson, President, Arizona Preservation Foundation 
Elizabeth Woodin, Arizona Heritage Alliance 
 
Chairman Jones spoke of the importance of HCR2047 in this Centennial year and of the need to 
support tourism in rural Arizona. 
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Bonnie Bariola, Florence Preservation Foundation, stated her support for reinstating the State 
Parks Heritage Fund and distributed a letter from the Mayor of Florence (Attachment 7). 

 
Question was called on the motion that HCR2047 do pass.  The motion 
carried by a roll call vote of 9-0-0-0 (Attachment 8). 

 
HJR2002 - surplus water forbearance agreements – DO PASS AMENDED S/E 
 S/E: forbearance agreements; surplus water 
 

Vice-Chairman Crandell moved that HJR2002 do pass. 
 
Vice-Chairman Crandell moved that the Jones three-page strike-everything 
amendment to HJR2002 dated 1/23/12 (Attachment 9) be adopted.  

 
Gina Kash, House Majority Research Analyst, explained that the Jones three-page strike-
everything amendment to HJR2002 (Attachment 9) allows the Director of the Arizona 
Department of Water Resources (ADWR) to enter into an agreement to forbear a portion of 
Arizona’s entitlement to intentionally created surplus water in the Colorado River  
(Attachment 10). 
 

Question was called on the motion that the Jones three-page strike-
everything amendment to HJR2002 dated 1/23/12 (Attachment 9) be 
adopted.   The motion carried. 

 
Vice-Chairman Crandell announced the names of those who signed up in support of HJR2002 
but did not speak: 
Molly Greene, Salt River Project 
Simone Westbrook-Hall, The Nature Conservancy 
Michael Vargas, Arizona Public Service 
Douglas Dunham, Arizona Department of Water Resources 
Rebecca Hudson, Arizona Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
Bridget Manock, Central Arizona Project 
Donald Isaacson, Central Arizona Project 
 
Vice-Chairman Crandell announced the names of those who signed up as neutral on HJR2002 
but did not speak: 
Chris Udall, Agri-Business Council of Arizona 
 
Sandra Fabritz-Whitney, Director, Arizona Department of Water Resources (ADWR), testified 
in support of HJR2002 and explained the intent of the legislation which is to provide the 
authority for the Director to sign forbearance agreements in the event that Arizona does not take 
some of its surplus water from the Colorado River.  She stated that Arizona is in negotiations 
with Mexico and the intent is to share water shortages with Mexico in an equitable manner. 
 

Vice-Chairman Crandell moved that HJR2002 as amended do pass. The 
motion carried by a roll call vote of 9-0-0-0 (Attachment 11). 
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Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 9:47 a.m. 
 
 

__________________________________________ 
Jane Dooley, Committee Secretary 
February 27, 2012 

 
(Original minutes, attachments and audio on file in the Office of the Chief Clerk; video archives 
available at http://www.azleg.gov) 
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