
  

 
  COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND  
 NATURAL RESOURCES 
  February 6, 2012 

ARIZONA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Fiftieth Legislature – Second Regular Session 

 
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES  

 
Minutes of Meeting 

Monday, February 6, 2012 
House Hearing Room 4  --  2:00 p.m. 

 
Chairman Pratt called the meeting to order at 2:41 p.m. and attendance was noted by the 
secretary. 
 

Members Present 
 
Mrs. Barton Miss. Reeve Mrs. Brophy McGee, Vice-Chairman 
Mrs. Judd Mr. Saldate Mr. Pratt, Chairman 
Mr. Patterson Mr. Wheeler  
 

Members Absent 
 
Ms. Fann   
 

Committee Action 
 
HB2640 – DP (6-1-1-1) HB2724 – DP (7-1-0-1) 
 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
HB2640 – hunting; firearm magazine capacity – DO PASS 
 

Vice-Chairman Brophy McGee moved that HB2640 do pass. 
 
Kate Sommerville, House Majority Intern, explained that HB2640 removes limits or restrictions 
on the magazine capacity of any authorized firearm for the use of taking wildlife (Attachment 1). 
 
Representative Jerry Weiers, sponsor stated that HB2640 does not change current law relating to 
migratory animals.  He explained that persons with hunting licenses are limited in the amount of 
ammunition that can be carried while hunting, but a citizen without a hunting license can legally 
carry a semi-automatic rifle with unlimited ammunition. 
 
Mr. Patterson questioned the amount of ammunition hunters require.  Representative Weiers 
stated that he believes in a one-shot, clean kill and that hunters legally obtaining licenses should 
have the same rights as citizens without hunting licenses. 
 
Larry Audsley, Arizona Wildlife Federation, testified in opposition to HB2640.  Mr. Audsley 
stated concerns with restricting the Arizona Game and Fish Department (AZGFD) from 
enforcing firearm magazine capacity while hunting.  He stated that he believes the Legislature 
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should take advantage of the agencies and commissions already in existence and discontinue 
legislative activism.   
 
Mr. Audsley answered Members’ questions with reference to: 
• Arizona Wildlife Federation overview 
• AZGFD’s history 
• Wildlife Management significance 
• AZGFD gun clip regulation 
 
John Romero, Law Enforcement Acting Branch Chief, AZGFD, testified as neutral to HB2640, 
expressed that the five-round limitation on magazine capacity for hunters has been in existence 
for many years and that the Migratory Bird Treaty Act is more restrictive, allowing for only three 
rounds.  He stated that he believes that possessing a magazine with thirty rounds or more may 
allocate the utilization of the rounds; however, he understands the need for personal protection.  
In response to a question, Mr. Romero reiterated the neutral position of the AZGFD. 
 
In response to a statement, Representative Weiers returned to the podium to advise Members that 
HB2640 is to simply allow for additional ammunition.  He answered Members’ questions 
addressing felony charges, consultation with the AZGFD and magazine capacities. 
 
Brent Gardner, National Rifle Association (NRA), registered in support of HB2640, stating that 
the bill does not go against the North American Wildlife Model. 
 
Vice-Chairman Brophy McGee announced the names of those who signed up in support of 
HB2640 but did not speak: 
Dave Kopp, Manager, Arizona Citizens Defense League, Inc. (AZCDL) 
John Wentling, Vice President, Arizona Citizens Defense League, Inc. 
John Shamley, representing self 
 
Vice-Chairman Brophy McGee announced the names of those who signed up in opposition to 
HB2640 but did not speak: 
Seth Apfel, representing self 
George Reiners, representing self 
Thomas Hulen, representing self 
Ben Alteneder, Arizona Wildlife Federation 
Sandy Bahr, Conservation Director, Sierra Club - Grand Canyon Chapter 
 

Question was called on the motion that HB2640 do pass.  The motion carried 
by a roll call vote of 6-1-1-1 (Attachment 2). 

 
HB2724 – energy policy study committee – DO PASS 
 

Vice-Chairman Brophy McGee moved that HB2724 do pass. 
 
Kate Sommerville, House Majority Intern, explained that HB2724 establishes the 21 member 
Energy Policy Study Committee, consisting of legislators, industry personnel and state and local 
officials.  HB2724 outlines the structure of the committee and stipulates that the committee shall 
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examine all aspects of energy policy, develop and recommend state energy policies, submit a 
report of the findings and recommendations by October 1, 2013 and repeals the committee from 
and after September 30, 2014 (Attachment 3). 
 
Mr. Patterson, sponsor, stated that HB2724 creates a study committee that provides a forum for 
members to discuss current and future energy policy.  He said he prefers that participating 
members are from all the different areas of energy sources, such as fossil energy and clean 
energy.  Mr. Patterson stated that in order to become competitive nationwide, Arizona must 
focus on the state’s energy goals.  He added that some of the things the committee will look at 
are: energy supply, production, distribution and maintaining affordability. 
 
Miss Reeve inquired about the complexity of appointing members to the committee.  
Mr. Patterson responded that the broad scope of the energy study should attract industry leaders.  
Miss Reeve questioned the inclusion of petroleum and nuclear energy companies.  Mr. Patterson 
replied that it is not his intention to leave any energy source out and expressed an interest in 
working on a floor amendment with Miss Reeve. 
 
Mrs. Brophy McGee questioned the name of the study committee and suggested changing the 
name to “green” or “renewable” energy policy study committee.  Mr. Patterson expressed the 
importance of including stakeholders from all energy sources.   
 
Discussion ensued regarding past legislation on energy policy. 
 
Todd Landfried, Director of Government Relations and Marketing, Ironco/Renewable Energy 
Contracting, testified in support of HB2724, stating the importance of energy policy for job 
development.  Mr. Landfried advised that decreasing costs for solar energy is drawing businesses 
to Arizona. 
 
Names of those who signed up in support of HB2724 but did not speak: 
Peter Bengtson, representing self 
Seth Apfel, representing self 
Sandy Bahr, Conservation Director, Sierra Club - Grand Canyon Chapter 
Cynthia Zwick, Executive Director, Arizona Community Action Association 
Stephen Jennings, Associate State Director, American Association of Retired Persons (AARP) 

Arizona 
Simone Westbrook-Hall, Associate Director of State Government Affairs, The Nature 

Conservancy 
John Wentling, Vice President, Arizona Citizens Defense League, Inc. (AZCDL) 
 

Question was called on the motion that HB2724 do pass.  The motion carried 
by a roll call vote of 7-1-0-1 (Attachment 4). 

 
 
 
 
Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 3:48 p.m. 
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__________________________________________ 
Abby Selvey, Committee Secretary 
February 17, 2012 
 

(Original minutes, attachments and audio on file in the Office of the Chief Clerk; video archives 
available at http://www.azleg.gov) 
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