
  

 
  COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND  
 NATURAL RESOURCES 
  January 23, 2012 

ARIZONA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Fiftieth Legislature – Second Regular Session 

 
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES  

 
Minutes of Meeting 

Monday, January 23, 2012 
House Hearing Room 4  --  2:00 p.m. 

 
Chairman Pratt called the meeting to order at 2:03 p.m. and attendance was noted by the 
secretary. 
 

Members Present 
 
Mrs. Barton Miss. Reeve Mrs. Brophy McGee, Vice-Chairman 
Ms. Fann Mr. Saldate Mr. Pratt, Chairman 
Mr. Patterson Mr. Wheeler  
 

Members Absent 
 
Mrs. Judd   
 

Committee Action 
 
HB2225 – DP (7-1-0-1) HB2298 - HELD 
 
 
INTRODUCTION OF MEMBERS AND STAFF 
 
Abby Selvey, Committee Secretary 
Kyle Briggin, Page 
Tara Chapman, Page 
Kimberly Pope, Democratic Staff Intern 
Andres Dominguez, Democratic Staff Intern 
Elvy Barton, Democratic Senior Policy Advisor 
Kate Sommerville, Majority Staff Intern 
Diana Clay, Majority Staff Deputy Director of Research 
 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
HB2298 – improvement districts; renewable energy – HELD 
 

Chairman Pratt announced that HB2298 will be held. 
 
HB2225 – trust land; agricultural classification; algaculture 

 
Miss Reeve moved that HB2225 do pass. 
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Kate Sommerville, House Majority Intern, explained that HB2225 expands the uses of 
agricultural lands to include algaculture research, development and commercial production of 
biofuel or hydrogen on trust land (Attachment 1).  

 
Miss Reeve announced the names of those who signed up in support of HB2225 but did not 
speak: 
Seth Apfel, representing self 
 
Miss Reeve announced the names of those who signed up as neutral on HB2225 but did not 
speak: 
Vanessa Hickman, Arizona State Land Department 
 
Representative Matt Heinz, sponsor, remarked that he believes this is amazing technology that 
uses single-celled aquatic plants to potentially extract fuel, cattle feed and a variety of other 
products.  Arizona studies show that the Phoenix area and most of the southwest are some of the 
best environments in the world to grow algae.  Representative Heinz stated the purpose of the 
bill is to give algae cultivation the same classification and treatment as agriculture receives on 
State Trust Lands.  A study on water usage showed growing algae uses much less water than 
typical crops like corn, cotton or citrus. 
 
Representative Heinz addressed Members’ questions regarding: 
• Hydroponics 
• Financial cost 
• Industry size and impact on the state 
 

Question was called on the motion that HB2225 do pass.  The motion carried 
by a roll call vote of 7-1-0-1 (Attachment 2). 

 
Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 2:21 p.m. 
 
 

__________________________________________ 
Abby Selvey, Committee Secretary 
January 27, 2012 
 

(Original minutes, attachments and audio on file in the Office of the Chief Clerk; video archives 
available at http://www.azleg.gov) 
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