
  

 
SPECIAL JOINT MEETING 

   SENATE AND HOUSE EDUCATION 
   January 12, 2012 

ARIZONA STATE LEGISLATURE 
Fiftieth Legislature – Second Regular Session 

 
SENATE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 

AND 
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 

 
Minutes of Special Joint Meeting 

Thursday, January 12, 2012 
Senate Hearing Room 1  --  2:00 p.m. or on adj of Senate & House Fl Sessions 

 
 
Chairmen Crandall and Goodale called the meeting to order at 2:06 p.m. and roll call was taken 
by the secretary. 
 

Members Present 
 

Senator Allen    Senator Lewis   Senator Smith  
Senator Gray   Senator Lopez   Senator Barto, Vice-Chairman 
Senator Klein   Senator Schapira  Senator Crandall, Chairman 
 
Representative Carter  Representative Meyer  Representative Tovar 
Representative Crandell Representative Pierce  Representative Yee, Vice-Chairman 
Representative Fillmore Representative Proud  Representative Goodale, Chairman 
 

Members Absent 
 

Representative Pancrazi 
 

Committee Action 
 

None 
 
 
Chairman Crandall stated that many activities occur in relation to education when the Legislature 
is not in Session so he asked for some short presentations.  The Members will also hear about a 
project called Kids and The Capital: The Arizona Legislative Centennial Civics Project. 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
Kelly McManus, Teach For America (TFA), reviewed a handout, History and Impact: Teach For 
America in Arizona (Attachment 1).  She indicated that TFA is a national group of outstanding 
recent college graduates and professionals who commit to teaching for two years in high-needs 
schools across the country and become lifelong leaders in the effort to close the academic 
achievement gap between students who grow up in more affluent areas than their peers in lower 
socioeconomic communities.  TFA recruits and selects the most talented future leaders and 
provides intensive support for two years so they can dramatically increase student academic 
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outcomes.  TFA has been in Arizona since 1994 when it had 18 teachers.  There are now 320 
teachers in 13 school districts and 21 charter schools.  She explained the selection and training 
process, noting that after two years in the classroom, the teachers go on as part of the alumni 
movement.  This year, there are 18 school leaders and 35 individuals in principal preparation 
programs.  She indicated that the program has resulted in positive impacts at classroom, school 
and system levels.  She added that the TFA would like to expand beyond Maricopa County and 
continue to be a significant pipeline of leadership and talent in Arizona. 
 
Dr. Kent Scribner, Arizona Business & Education Coalition (ABEC); Superintendent, Phoenix 
Union High School District, reviewed a handout, ACT Arizona - Supporting College and Career 
Readiness (Attachment 2).  He discussed the partnership involving the National Center for 
Educational Achievement (NCEA)/American College Test (ACT) Arizona and ABEC, which 
allows all students in participating school districts to take the ACT examination because it is 
believed to be a better predictor of college and career success than other assessments.  The 
purpose is to strengthen the ACT District Choice State Testing (DCST) program by expansion to 
elementary school district levels and define a path to college and career readiness throughout the 
K-12 experience beginning as early as the third grade.  Since this partnership, every eleventh 
grade student takes the ACT examination during the school day in April at no cost.  The 
percentage of students meeting college and career benchmarks has increased significantly.  He 
stated that another feature of this partnership is the Arizona Higher Performing Schools 
initiative.   
 
Dawn Wallace, Policy Advisor to the Majority, stated that she is speaking as a project manager 
of a bipartisan legislative civic education initiative called Kids & The Capitol: The Arizona 
Legislative Centennial Civics Project.  A DVD was developed by Arizona Capitol Television on 
civics-related topics, which will be delivered free of charge to every school in Arizona by 
Statehood Day, and includes the following: 
 

• Demonstration by four Arizona students on how a bill becomes a law.  
• Two pieces authored by Marshall Trimble, State Historian, and told by  

Justice Sandra Day O’Connor describing the road to statehood and what happened on 
Statehood Day in 1912. 

• Ten legislators giving civics lessons to Arizona students on topics such as the Arizona 
Constitution, the three branches of government, etc. 

• Interviews with every statewide elected leader, including the Chief Justice of the  
Arizona Supreme Court, who explain their constitutional office and a typical day. 

• Documentary on construction of the Old Capitol and Museum since Arizona children in 
rural communities are not able to travel to the Capitol. 

 
Excerpts from the DVD were shown. 
 
Ms. Wallace stated that the logo at the end of the DVD is a mosaic of the State Capitol, which 
includes the pictures of current legislators; a large poster was produced for the press conference 
held to launch the initiative earlier in the day.  She noted that the largest philanthropists in the 
state provided funds to package and mail the DVDs and print the posters to be handed out during 
centennial activities for children.  She introduced the children in the video, who acknowledged 
their parents in the audience: 
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• Parker Schroeder 
• Freddy Pinon 
• Banelly Escalona 
• Ruben Renteria 

 
Senator Schapira commented that this is an amazing project and thanked TFA, the schools, 
teachers, students and Ms. Wallace for all the work she did to make it possible. 
 
Chairman Crandall stated that Ms. Wallace did this work behind the scenes in addition to the 
work she does at the Legislature.  He thanked the children and their parents for attending. 
 
Sybil Francis, Executive Director, Center for the Future of Arizona (CFA), stated that the CFA is 
a small non-profit 501(c)(3) organization.  A few years ago, the Legislature supported the 
launching of Arizona’s Move On When Ready (MOWR) initiative, which created a new pathway 
to high school graduation based on demonstrated competency and mastery of material rather than 
seat time (Attachments 3 and 4).  It put in place the Grand Canyon Diploma, a performance-
based diploma that requires students to demonstrate minimum college-readiness.  The National 
Center on Education and the Economy (NCEE) is the CFA’s partner.  With 12 schools starting in 
the fall of 2011 and approximately 12 schools expected to start in 2012, Arizona has more 
participation than other states.  Every school in the state has the opportunity to implement this 
program.   
 
She related that the CFA was selected by the Arizona State Board of Education (SBE) to 
implement this project during its first five years.  The contract with SBE is on a no-fee basis so 
the CFA is grateful to have the support of the Helios Education Foundation.  MOWR provides 
curriculum guidance, teacher professional development and course assessments that tell when 
students are college-ready.  Some students master the material in two years and some may take 
four years.  Minimum college-ready is defined as a student who can take the first credit-bearing 
courses in Math and English at community college and perform at college level in all other 
courses.   
 
Ms. Francis noted that the schools cannot afford to pay for assessments for every student, so the 
CFA is working with schools and government representatives to try to identify resources.  The 
first cohort of students will take the assessments in the spring.  She will not be disappointed if 
there is not a huge impact the first year since the students are not as prepared as they could be.  It 
will take a few years to get started, but she is hearing from schools that they are optimistic about 
improved scores in Arizona’s Instrument to Measure Success (AIMS) and elsewhere.  MOWR 
curriculum options are fully aligned to the Common Core State Standards so there is no need to 
redesign the curriculum, which is the reason that many of the second cohort of schools the CFA 
is recruiting are interested in participating.  Participating schools are located throughout the state 
(Attachment 5).  She added that she is interested in having a policy discussion about MOWR 
schools using this system as the accountability measure versus the current accountability 
measure, and the notion of competency-based educational pathways as a state policy in general.   
 
Jaime Molera, President, State Board of Education (SBE), introduced Vince Yanez,  
Executive Director, and Susan Cannata.  He thanked Superintendent of Public Instruction  
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John Huppenthal for the efforts to bring efficiency and value to the ADE and trying to provide 
better service to schools, as well as Governor Jan Brewer for legislative reforms that complement 
the SBE’s mission to make sure laws are enacted efficiently.  For example, two major issues over 
the last few years are principal and school evaluations.  With the school evaluation laws, the 
areas focused on is providing accountability and ensuring that the diploma is meaningful.  It has 
proven to be a very successful model so the SBE wants to build on that and become more 
efficient.  He addressed the following areas: 
 

• Flexibility for excelling schools  
• Strengthening AZ LEARNS 
• Receivership and fiscal crisis teams: provide criteria whereby a board can exercise either 

option; currently fiscal crisis teams can only be used in cases of school district over- 
expenditures and receivers may only be used in cases of gross mismanagement or 
insolvency.   

• Professional practices: more resources are needed to speed up investigations and 
establishment of a victims’ rights element. 

 
Mr. Molera added that the SBE will continue to work with the Legislature and the Governor’s 
efforts with the Arizona Ready Education Council.   
 
Chairman Crandall announced that a Joint Education Meeting will be held in February 2012 to 
hear the State of Education presentation from Superintendent Huppenthal and updates from 
education groups.  He asked the Senate Members to be prompt for the next regular meeting on 
Tuesday, January 17, 2012, at 8:00 a.m. so Appropriations Committee Members can attend a 
Joint Appropriations Meeting at 9:00 a.m. 
 
Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 3:04 p.m. 
 
 
 
      _______________________________ 
      Linda Taylor, Committee Secretary 
      January 17, 2012 
            
(Original minutes, attachments and audio on file in the Chief Clerk’s Office; video archives 
available at http://www.azleg.gov) 
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