ARIZONA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Fiftieth Legislature —Second Regular Session

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
Minutes of Meeting

Wednesday, January 11, 2012
House Hearing Room 4 -- 10:30 am.

Chairman Ash called the meeting to order at 10:32 am. and roll call was taken by the secretary.

M ember s Present
Mrs. Brophy McGee Mrs. Judd Mrs. Carter, Vice-Chairman
Mr. Heinz Mr. Pierce Mr. Ash, Chairman
Ms. Hobbs Mrs. Yee

Members Absent

Mrs. Gonzales

Committee Action

None

MEMBER AND STAFF INTRODUCTION

Staff introductions were made: Ingrid Garvey, Majority Legidative Research Analyst;
Joe DeMenna, Majority Assistant Research Analyst; Bethan Jones, Mgority Intern;
Liz Navran, Democratic Analyst/Policy Advisor; Elizabeth Bixby, Democratic Intern;
Rose Estes and Charissa Wright, Pages, Linda Taylor, Committee Secretary, and
Abby Selvey (in training for Committee Secretary).

Mr. Pierce introduced himself as a new Member.
Chairman Ash read an introduction for Maureen Williams, Committee Chairman’s Assistant.

PRESENTATIONS

Mark Barnes, Arizona Naturopathic Medical Association, stated that the intent of the
presentation is for the Members to gain basic knowledge about the training of naturopathic
doctors (ND) in order to decide whether or not to include NDs when certain policy decisions are
made and how to regulate the industry. He said the feedback he has received from people who
go to NDs, including his own experience, is that interaction with NDs has been good and people
are happy with the outcomes that are achieved. He introduced Dr. Paul Mittman.
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Dr. Paul Mittman, President, Southwest College of Naturopathic Medicine (SCNM), related his
background experience and persona information. He provided a handout about the SCNM
(Attachment 1) and proceeded with a PowerPoint presentation covering the following:

e Scope of practice of NDsin Arizona

e Focus of the practice of NDs on therapeutic lifestyle changes, such as diet, exercise and
stress management

e Issuesin Arizona: risein preventable chronic diseases, shortage of primary care providers

and increase in antibiotic resistant infections

Obesity statistics among U.S. adults

ND medical schoolsin the U.S. and accreditation

Educational requirements for ND students and faculty and curriculum

Licensing examinations

Facilities that provide ND services

Dr. Mittman invited the Members to visit the SCNM campus located in Tempe. He said the
campusisin the midst of a master plan, which islooking at developing new programs that would
be complementary to the naturopathic program. The campus master plan is aso examining what
can be done to engage the community in healthy eating and learning how to cook, as well as
possibly developing exercise facilities.

Dr. Mittman responded to questions concerning the scope of practice of NDs and insurance
coverage for ND services.

Tara Plese, Director of Government and Media Relations, Arizona Association of Community
Health Centers (AACHQ), related that the Members will view a DVD giving an overview of
federally-qualified health centers (FQHC) throughout the U.S. in which comments are made by
legislators who serve on health center boards in their state. She noted that the DVD does not
display the entire continuum of health services provided by Community Health Centers (CHC).
In Arizona, 11 CHCs were chosen by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) to
participate in a project called Advanced Primary Care Practice Demonstration where the CHCs
must demonstrate the ability to provide the best comprehensive health care for Medicare patients.

The Members viewed the DVD.

Ms. Plese stated that with budget cuts to the Arizona Health Care Cost Containment System
(AHCCCS) and other programs, resulting in people losing health care coverage, there are more
uninsured individuals in Arizona. A common notion is that CHCs are free clinics and have the
ability to absorb al of the uninsured, which is not true. CHCs have very limited resources. The
facilities provide an array of services and require a lot of revenue to keep afloat. All of the
CHCs are in medically underserved areas, but in Arizona most of the CHCs are in rural areas
where there are no other providers or very few primary care providers. She gave a PowerPoint
presentation, Arizona Health Centers - Providing Primary Care in Arizona’s Medically
Under served Communities (Attachment 2), about the following:
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Arizond s health centers and other AACHC members
Description of CHCsin Bisbee, Page, Ajo and Marana
Location of CHCs in Arizona counties

Services provided by CHCs

Insurance status of CHC patients

Partnerships, including NDs

Economic development impact of CHCs in Arizona

Ms. Plese responded to questions about state funding for CHCs, partnering with emergency
rooms (ER) to counsel people not to use ERs as a primary care facility, the eligibility process,
the difficulty of collecting a $25 fee for a missed appointment as required by recent legislation
and federal funding for CHCs.

Mrs. Brophy McGee stated that the John C. Lincoln Desert Mission Clinic is in her district and
does wonderful work in an urban area. She added that CHCs are invaluable in rural settings.

Ms. Plese responded that the Desert Mission Clinic is currently in the process of applying to
become a FQHC look-alike ingtitution (look-alikes do not receive Federal Tort Claims Act
medical malpractice coverage and are not eligible for programs and grants like full FQHCs; it is
often a stepping stone to becoming afull FQHC).

Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 11:54 a.m.

Linda Taylor, Committee Secretary
January 12, 2012

(Original minutes, attachments and audio on file in the Chief Clerk’s Office; video archives
available at http://www.azleg.gov)
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