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ARIZONA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Fiftieth Legislature –Second Regular Session 

 
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

 
Minutes of Meeting 

Wednesday, January 11, 2012 
House Hearing Room 4  --  10:30 a.m.  

 
 
Chairman Ash called the meeting to order at 10:32 a.m. and roll call was taken by the secretary. 
 

Members Present 
 
Mrs. Brophy McGee Mrs. Judd Mrs. Carter, Vice-Chairman 
Mr. Heinz Mr. Pierce Mr. Ash, Chairman 
Ms. Hobbs Mrs. Yee  
 

Members Absent 
 
Mrs. Gonzales   
 

Committee Action 
 
None 
 
MEMBER AND STAFF INTRODUCTION 
 
Staff introductions were made: Ingrid Garvey, Majority Legislative Research Analyst;  
Joe DeMenna, Majority Assistant Research Analyst; Bethan Jones, Majority Intern;  
Liz Navran, Democratic Analyst/Policy Advisor; Elizabeth Bixby, Democratic Intern;  
Rose Estes and Charissa Wright, Pages; Linda Taylor, Committee Secretary, and  
Abby Selvey (in training for Committee Secretary). 
 
Mr. Pierce introduced himself as a new Member. 
 
Chairman Ash read an introduction for Maureen Williams, Committee Chairman’s Assistant. 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
Mark Barnes, Arizona Naturopathic Medical Association, stated that the intent of the 
presentation is for the Members to gain basic knowledge about the training of naturopathic 
doctors (ND) in order to decide whether or not to include NDs when certain policy decisions are 
made and how to regulate the industry.  He said the feedback he has received from people who 
go to NDs, including his own experience, is that interaction with NDs has been good and people 
are happy with the outcomes that are achieved.  He introduced Dr. Paul Mittman. 
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Dr. Paul Mittman, President, Southwest College of Naturopathic Medicine (SCNM), related his 
background experience and personal information.  He provided a handout about the SCNM 
(Attachment 1) and proceeded with a PowerPoint presentation covering the following: 
 

• Scope of practice of NDs in Arizona 
• Focus of the practice of NDs on therapeutic lifestyle changes, such as diet, exercise and 

stress management 
• Issues in Arizona: rise in preventable chronic diseases, shortage of primary care providers 

and increase in antibiotic resistant infections 
• Obesity statistics among U.S. adults 
• ND medical schools in the U.S. and accreditation 
• Educational requirements for ND students and faculty and curriculum 
• Licensing examinations 
• Facilities that provide ND services 

 
Dr. Mittman invited the Members to visit the SCNM campus located in Tempe.  He said the 
campus is in the midst of a master plan, which is looking at developing new programs that would 
be complementary to the naturopathic program.  The campus master plan is also examining what 
can be done to engage the community in healthy eating and learning how to cook, as well as 
possibly developing exercise facilities. 
 
Dr. Mittman responded to questions concerning the scope of practice of NDs and insurance 
coverage for ND services.   
 
Tara Plese, Director of Government and Media Relations, Arizona Association of Community 
Health Centers (AACHC), related that the Members will view a DVD giving an overview of 
federally-qualified health centers (FQHC) throughout the U.S. in which comments are made by 
legislators who serve on health center boards in their state.  She noted that the DVD does not 
display the entire continuum of health services provided by Community Health Centers (CHC).  
In Arizona, 11 CHCs were chosen by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) to 
participate in a project called Advanced Primary Care Practice Demonstration where the CHCs 
must demonstrate the ability to provide the best comprehensive health care for Medicare patients.   
 
The Members viewed the DVD. 
 
Ms. Plese stated that with budget cuts to the Arizona Health Care Cost Containment System 
(AHCCCS) and other programs, resulting in people losing health care coverage, there are more 
uninsured individuals in Arizona.  A common notion is that CHCs are free clinics and have the 
ability to absorb all of the uninsured, which is not true.  CHCs have very limited resources.  The 
facilities provide an array of services and require a lot of revenue to keep afloat.  All of the 
CHCs are in medically underserved areas, but in Arizona most of the CHCs are in rural areas 
where there are no other providers or very few primary care providers.  She gave a PowerPoint 
presentation, Arizona Health Centers - Providing Primary Care in Arizona’s Medically 
Underserved Communities (Attachment 2), about the following: 
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• Arizona’s health centers and other AACHC members 
• Description of CHCs in Bisbee, Page, Ajo and Marana 
• Location of CHCs in Arizona counties 
• Services provided by CHCs 
• Insurance status of CHC patients 
• Partnerships, including NDs 
• Economic development impact of CHCs in Arizona  

 
Ms. Plese responded to questions about state funding for CHCs, partnering with emergency 
rooms (ER) to counsel people not to use ERs as a primary care facility, the eligibility process, 
the difficulty of collecting a $25 fee for a missed appointment as required by recent legislation 
and federal funding for CHCs. 

 
Mrs. Brophy McGee stated that the John C. Lincoln Desert Mission Clinic is in her district and 
does wonderful work in an urban area.  She added that CHCs are invaluable in rural settings. 
 
Ms. Plese responded that the Desert Mission Clinic is currently in the process of applying to 
become a FQHC look-alike institution (look-alikes do not receive Federal Tort Claims Act 
medical malpractice coverage and are not eligible for programs and grants like full FQHCs; it is 
often a stepping stone to becoming a full FQHC). 
 
Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 11:54 a.m. 
 
 
 
      _______________________________ 
      Linda Taylor, Committee Secretary 
      January 12, 2012 
            
(Original minutes, attachments and audio on file in the Chief Clerk’s Office; video archives 
available at http://www.azleg.gov) 
 
 
 
  
 
 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.7
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /Arial-Black
    /Arial-BlackItalic
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /ArialNarrow
    /ArialNarrow-Bold
    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic
    /ArialNarrow-Italic
    /ArialUnicodeMS
    /CenturyGothic
    /CenturyGothic-Bold
    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic
    /CenturyGothic-Italic
    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT
    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT
    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT
    /CourierNewPSMT
    /Georgia
    /Georgia-Bold
    /Georgia-BoldItalic
    /Georgia-Italic
    /Impact
    /LucidaConsole
    /Tahoma
    /Tahoma-Bold
    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic
    /TrebuchetMS
    /TrebuchetMS-Bold
    /TrebuchetMS-Italic
    /Verdana
    /Verdana-Bold
    /Verdana-BoldItalic
    /Verdana-Italic
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


