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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona: 1 
Section 1.  Title 41, chapter 5, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended 2 

by adding article 5, to read: 3 
ARTICLE 5 4 

STATE POET LAUREATE 5 
41-971.  State poet laureate; appointment; term; duties 6 
A.  THE GOVERNOR, ON THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE STATE POET LAUREATE 7 

SELECTION COMMITTEE, SHALL APPOINT ONE PERSON TO SERVE AS THE STATE POET 8 
LAUREATE. 9 

B.  THE TERM OF THE STATE POET LAUREATE IS TWO YEARS TO BEGIN AND END 10 
ON THE THIRD MONDAY IN JANUARY OF THE CORRESPONDING YEAR. 11 

C.  THE STATE POET LAUREATE IS NOT ELIGIBLE TO RECEIVE COMPENSATION. 12 
D.  THE DUTIES OF THE STATE POET LAUREATE INCLUDE: 13 
1.  THE PERFORMANCE EACH YEAR OF AT LEAST TWELVE HOURS OF PUBLIC 14 

SERVICE RELATING TO POETRY IN A DESIGNATED SERVICE PROGRAM APPROVED BY THE 15 
STATE POET LAUREATE SELECTION COMMITTEE.  THE DESIGNATED SERVICE PROGRAM MAY 16 
INCLUDE POETRY READINGS IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS, THE ORGANIZATION OF POETRY 17 
WRITING CONTESTS, THE SUBMISSION OF POETRY RELATED ARTICLES TO THE MEDIA, 18 
PARTICIPATION IN DISCUSSIONS IN THE MEDIA RELATING TO POETRY AND 19 
PARTICIPATION IN PUBLIC FORUMS RELATING TO POETRY. 20 

2.  SERVICE ON THE STATE POET LAUREATE SELECTION COMMITTEE.  21 
41-972.  State poet laureate selection committee; appointment; 22 

terms 23 
A.  THE STATE POET LAUREATE SELECTION COMMITTEE IS ESTABLISHED 24 

CONSISTING OF FIVE MEMBERS WHO ARE APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR.  THE MEMBERS 25 
SHALL INCLUDE THE MOST RECENT LIVING FORMER POET LAUREATE AND FOUR ADDITIONAL 26 
MEMBERS WHO SERVE FOUR YEAR TERMS BEGINNING ON THE THIRD MONDAY IN JANUARY.  27 
EACH APPOINTED MEMBER SERVES AT THE PLEASURE OF THE GOVERNOR.   28 

B.  EACH FORMER STATE POET LAUREATE, OTHER THAN THE MOST RECENT LIVING 29 
FORMER POET LAUREATE, MAY SERVE AS AN ADVISORY MEMBER.  ADVISORY MEMBERS HAVE 30 
NO VOTING PRIVILEGES AND ARE NOT COUNTED FOR THE PURPOSE OF DETERMINING THE 31 
PRESENCE OF A QUORUM.  32 

C.  MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE ARE NOT ELIGIBLE TO RECEIVE COMPENSATION. 33 
Sec. 2.  State poet laureate; term 34 
Notwithstanding section 41-971, Arizona Revised Statutes, as added by 35 

this act, the governor shall appoint the initial state poet laureate on or 36 
before October 1, 2011 for a term that ends on the third Monday in January, 37 
2014.  The initial state poet laureate shall assist and make recommendations 38 
to the governor on the composition of the state poet laureate selection 39 
committee established by this act.  40 

Sec. 3.  Appointment of initial members of state poet laureate 41 
selection committee 42 

A.  On or before November 1, 2011, the governor shall appoint, pursuant 43 
to section 41-972, Arizona Revised Statutes, as added by this act, five 44 
members to the state poet laureate selection committee. 45 
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B.  Notwithstanding section 41-972, Arizona Revised Statutes, as added 1 
by this act, the initial terms of the members of the state poet laureate 2 
selection committee are: 3 

1.  Three terms ending on the third Monday in January, 2014. 4 
2.  Two terms ending on the third Monday in January, 2016. 5 
C.  The governor shall make all subsequent appointments as prescribed 6 

by statute. 7 
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