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S.B. 1368

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona:

Section 1. Title 38, chapter 8, article 1, Arizona Revised Statutes,
is amended by adding section 38-1105, to read:

38-1105. Discipline for probation officers; definitions

A. A PROBATION OFFICER SHALL NOT BE SUBJECT TO DISCIPLINARY ACTION
EXCEPT FOR JUST CAUSE.

B. SUBSECTION A DOES NOT APPLY TO ANY PROBATION OFFICER WHO HAS NOT
COMPLETED AN INITIAL PROBATIONARY PERIOD IF A PROBATIONARY PERIOD IS REQUIRED
BY THE EMPLOYER OR TO A DISMISSAL THAT IS FOR ADMINISTRATIVE PURPOSES,
INCLUDING A REDUCTION IN FORCE.

C. FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION:

1. "DISCIPLINARY ACTION" HAS THE SAME MEANING PRESCRIBED IN SECTION
38-1101.

2. "JUST CAUSE™ MEANS:

(a) THE EMPLOYER INFORMED THE PROBATION OFFICER OF THE POSSIBLE
DISCIPLINARY ACTION RESULTING FROM THE PROBATION OFFICER'S CONDUCT THROUGH
DEPARTMENT MANUALS, EMPLOYEE HANDBOOKS, RULES AND REGULATIONS THAT APPLY TO
PROBATION OFFICERS OR OTHER COMMUNICATIONS TO THE PROBATION OFFICER OR THE
CONDUCT WAS SUCH THAT THE PROBATION OFFICER SHOULD HAVE REASONABLY KNOWN
DISCIPLINARY ACTION COULD OCCUR.

(b) THE DISCIPLINARY ACTION IS REASONABLY RELATED TO THE PROFESSIONAL
STANDARDS FOR A PROBATION OFFICER, THE MISSION OF THE DEPARTMENT, THE
ORDERLY, EFFICIENT OR SAFE OPERATION OF THE DEPARTMENT, THE SAFETY OF THE
PUBLIC OR THE PROBATION OFFICER'S FITNESS FOR DUTY.

(c) THE DISCIPLINE IS SUPPORTED BY A PREPONDERANCE OF EVIDENCE THAT
THE CONDUCT OCCURRED.

(d) THE DISCIPLINE IS NOT EXCESSIVE AND IS REASONABLY RELATED TO THE
SERIOUSNESS OF THE OFFENSE, THE PROBATION OFFICER'S SERVICE RECORD OR ANY
OTHER RELEVANT FACTOR.

3. "PROBATION OFFICER™ MEANS A PROBATION OFFICER OR SURVEILLANCE
OFFICER WHO IS EMPLOYED BY THIS STATE OR ANY POLITICAL SUBDIVISION OF THIS
STATE.
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