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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona: 1 
Section 1.  Title 16, chapter 3, article 1, Arizona Revised Statutes, 2 

is amended by adding section 16-301.01, to read: 3 
16-301.01.  Caucus nominations for certain candidates 4 
FOR CANDIDATES FOR UNITED STATES SENATOR WHEN THERE IS NO INCUMBENT 5 

RUNNING AS A CANDIDATE FOR THAT SENATE SEAT AND FOR THAT SEAT THEREAFTER, THE 6 
FOLLOWING APPLIES: 7 

1.  BEGINNING WITH THE FIRST OCCURRENCE AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF 8 
THIS AMENDMENT TO THIS SECTION, THE ASSEMBLED MEMBERS OF THE ARIZONA HOUSE OF 9 
REPRESENTATIVES SHALL MEET IN THEIR SEPARATE POLITICAL PARTY CAUCUSES.  EACH 10 
MEMBER OF THE CAUCUS MAY SUBMIT ONLY ONE PERSON'S NAME AS A CANDIDATE.  EACH 11 
PERSON WHOSE NAME IS SUBMITTED IS REQUIRED TO COMPLY WITH THE ELIGIBILITY 12 
REQUIREMENTS FOR THAT OFFICE AS OTHERWISE PROVIDED BY LAW.  THE MEMBERS OF 13 
EACH OF THE POLITICAL PARTY CAUCUSES SHALL VOTE ON THE PERSONS SUBMITTED TO 14 
THAT CAUCUS.  THE FIVE PERSONS WITH THE HIGHEST NUMBER OF VOTES FROM EACH 15 
CAUCUS SHALL PROCEED TO A SECOND VOTE OF THAT CAUCUS. 16 

2.  AT THE SECOND VOTE OF EACH OF THE POLITICAL PARTY CAUCUSES, THE 17 
THREE PERSONS WITH THE HIGHEST NUMBER OF VOTES FROM THAT CAUCUS SHALL BE 18 
SUBMITTED TO A VOTE OF THE MEMBERS OF THE APPROPRIATE POLITICAL PARTY CAUCUS 19 
OF THE MEMBERS OF THE ARIZONA STATE SENATE.  IF THE PERSON RECEIVING THE 20 
HIGHEST NUMBER OF VOTES IN THAT VOTE RECEIVES A MAJORITY OF THE VOTES CAST, 21 
THAT PERSON IS THE WINNER OF THAT POLITICAL PARTY'S CAUCUS VOTE.  IF THE 22 
PERSON RECEIVING THE HIGHEST NUMBER OF VOTES DOES NOT RECEIVE THE MAJORITY OF 23 
THE VOTES CAST IN THAT VOTE, THE PERSONS WITH THE TWO HIGHEST NUMBER OF VOTES 24 
SHALL RUN AGAINST EACH OTHER, AND THE WINNER OF THAT VOTE IS THE WINNER OF 25 
THAT POLITICAL PARTY'S CAUCUS VOTE.  EACH POLITICAL PARTY CAUCUS MAY ADOPT 26 
RULES TO DETERMINE THE RESOLUTION OF A TIE VOTE. 27 

3.  THE SINGLE WINNER FROM EACH OF THE POLITICAL PARTY CAUCUSES' VOTE 28 
OF THE MEMBERS OF THE ARIZONA STATE SENATE SHALL BE THE NOMINEE OF THAT 29 
POLITICAL PARTY AT THE PRIMARY ELECTION FOR THAT SEAT IN THE UNITED STATES 30 
SENATE. 31 

4.  FOR THE NEXT OCCURRENCE OF A UNITED STATES SENATE RACE IN WHICH 32 
THERE IS NO INCUMBENT RUNNING AS A CANDIDATE FOR THAT SENATE SEAT AND FOR 33 
THAT SEAT THEREAFTER, THE NOMINATING PROCESS SHALL PROCEED IN THE SAME MANNER 34 
PRESCRIBED IN PARAGRAPHS 1, 2 AND 3, EXCEPT THAT THE NOMINATING PROCESS SHALL 35 
BEGIN IN THE ARIZONA STATE SENATE POLITICAL PARTY CAUCUSES FOR THE 36 
PRELIMINARY VOTES, THE FINAL VOTES SHALL BE CONDUCTED IN EACH POLITICAL PARTY 37 
CAUCUS IN THE ARIZONA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND THE SINGLE WINNER OF EACH 38 
POLITICAL PARTY CAUCUS VOTE OF THE MEMBERS OF THE ARIZONA HOUSE OF 39 
REPRESENTATIVES SHALL BE THE NOMINEE OF THAT POLITICAL PARTY AT THE PRIMARY 40 
ELECTION FOR THAT SEAT IN THE UNITED STATES SENATE. 41 

5.  FOR ANY POLITICAL PARTY THAT IS NOT REPRESENTED IN BOTH CHAMBERS OF 42 
THE LEGISLATURE, THAT PARTY'S CANDIDATES FOR UNITED STATES SENATE SHALL BE 43 
NOMINATED IN THE PARTISAN PRIMARY ELECTION PROCESS AS OTHERWISE PROVIDED BY 44 
LAW FOR OTHER CANDIDATES FOR OFFICE IN THIS STATE.  45 
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Sec. 2.  Applicability 1 
This act applies to United States Senate races that occur after the 2 

2012 general election. 3 
Sec. 3.  Legislative intent 4 
A.  In the Constitution of the United States, our founding fathers 5 

designed the upper chamber of the federal legislature to be the protector of 6 
states' rights and the voice of state legislatures, which represent the 7 
people.  One of the chief principles contained therein for preserving 8 
individual freedom and liberties is the distribution of powers between a 9 
federal and state government.  Those powers not expressly delegated to the 10 
federal government are reserved to the states, which are closer to the 11 
people. 12 

B.  This act is not intended to be an indictment of any person or 13 
political party.  It is an affirmation that Arizona is a sovereign state and 14 
that the people of Arizona have democratically elected to the state 15 
legislature individuals who are to be their representatives on State issues. 16 
It is also a declaration that those elected to the United States Senate from 17 
this state will be beholden only to the people of Arizona and the people's 18 
elected legislature.  Furthermore, it is an assertion of the Tenth Amendment 19 
contained in the Bill of Rights, which states that "The powers not delegated 20 
to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, 21 
are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people." 22 

C.  It is the intent of the Arizona legislature through this act to 23 
partner with the people of Arizona in ensuring that we, the State of Arizona, 24 
send to the United States Senate, through legislative nomination and general 25 
election by the people, individuals who will safeguard the rights of the 26 
State of Arizona within our federal government.   27 

D.  This act shall be designated as the "State Sovereignty and 28 
Federalism Elections Act", which may be known as the "State S.A.F.E. Act". 29 

Sec. 4.  Conforming legislation 30 
The legislative council staff shall prepare proposed legislation 31 

conforming the Arizona Revised Statutes to the provisions of this act for 32 
consideration in the fiftieth legislature, second regular session. 33 
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