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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona: 1 
Section 1.  Section 14-5602, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to 2 

read: 3 
14-5602.  Duties of public fiduciary; appointment; law 4 

enforcement agency; temporary protection of 5 
property; definition 6 

A.  The court shall appoint a public fiduciary for those persons or 7 
decedents' estates in need of guardianship, conservatorship or administration 8 
and for whom THE COURT DETERMINES, AFTER DUE DILIGENCE, there is no person or 9 
corporation qualified and willing to act in that capacity.  THE COURT SHALL 10 
NOT MAKE AN APPOINTMENT PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION EARLIER THAN NINETY DAYS 11 
AFTER RECEIVING THE REQUEST FOR APPOINTMENT.  DURING THIS PERIOD, THE COURT 12 
SHALL DETERMINE IF IT IS IN THE PERSON'S BEST INTEREST TO APPOINT A GUARDIAN 13 
OR CONSERVATOR INSTEAD OF A PUBLIC FIDUCIARY AND DETERMINE IF THE PERSON WHO 14 
IS THE SUBJECT OF PROTECTION HAS GRANTED DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY TO ANOTHER 15 
QUALIFIED PERSON THROUGH ANY DOCUMENT, INCLUDING A POWER OF ATTORNEY, HEALTH 16 
CARE DIRECTIVE OR LIVING WILL.  THE COURT SHALL ALSO DOCUMENT ITS EFFORTS TO 17 
CONTACT QUALIFIED PERSONS WHO COULD SERVE IN THIS CAPACITY. 18 

B.  On filing a statement of administration pursuant to section 14-5605 19 
or on obtaining an order to preserve and protect property pursuant to section 20 
14-5606, the public fiduciary shall take possession of all properties and 21 
perform the duties prescribed in sections 14-5605 and 14-5606 when, in the 22 
performance of its duties, a law enforcement agency is unable to determine or 23 
locate the heirs or personal representative of a deceased person.  Pending 24 
action by the public fiduciary, the law enforcement agency shall protect all 25 
properties of the deceased person.  THE PUBLIC FIDUCIARY SHALL DOCUMENT ITS 26 
EFFORTS TO LOCATE THE HEIRS OR PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE AND FILE THIS 27 
INFORMATION WITH THE COURT.  28 

C.  The public fiduciary may apply for and become a designated payee of 29 
benefits payable to a person under federal or state law. 30 

D.  For the purposes of this section, "law enforcement agency" means 31 
either: 32 

1.  The police agency of an incorporated city or town. 33 
2.  The county sheriff of an unincorporated area of a county.  34 
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