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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona:

Section 1. Title 13, chapter 7.1, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended
by adding section 13-760, to read:

13-760. Life sentences; parole eligibility; exception

A. A PERSON WHO WAS CONVICTED OF MURDER FOR AN OFFENSE THAT WAS
COMMITTED BEFORE AUGUST 8, 1973 AND WHO WAS SENTENCED TO LIFE IN PRISON SHALL
BE ELIGIBLE FOR PAROLE AFTER SERVING TWENTY-FIVE CALENDAR YEARS.

B. IF THE PERSON WAS CONVICTED OF ANY OTHER OFFENSE FOR WHICH THE
PERSON IS SERVING A SENTENCE THAT RUNS CONSECUTIVELY TO THE MURDER
CONVICTION, THE PERSON SHALL BE ELIGIBLE FOR PAROLE ONLY TO THE CONSECUTIVE
SENTENCE.

C. PAROLE ELIGIBILITY PURSUANT TO SUBSECTIONS A AND B TAKES EFFECT
IMMEDIATELY ON THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS SECTION.

D. WITHIN THIRTY DAYS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS SECTION, THE
STATE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS SHALL NOTIFY ALL PERSONS WHO ARE ELIGIBLE FOR
PAROLE PURSUANT TO SUBSECTIONS A AND B OF THEIR PAROLE ELIGIBILITY.

Sec. 2. Intent

It is the intent of the legislature to ensure that persons who are
sentenced for the same crime should receive the same sentence and the same
opportunity for sentence review. This legislation is not intended to release
any currently serving inmate but rather to correct sentencing inequities that
may have occurred and to afford and require similar circumstances of sentence
and review opportunities to inmates who were sentenced for the same crime.

Sec. 3. Emergency

This act is an emergency measure that is necessary to preserve the
public peace, health or safety and is operative immediately as provided by
law.
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