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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona: 1 
Section 1.  Title 32, chapter 15, article 2, Arizona Revised Statutes, 2 

is amended by adding section 32-1641, to read: 3 
32-1641.  Continuing education; annual requirements; extension 4 

requests; disciplinary action 5 
A.  BEGINNING APRIL 1, 2013, AS A CONDITION OF LICENSE RENEWAL, A 6 

REGISTERED OR PRACTICAL NURSE MUST COMPLETE TWENTY HOURS OF CONTINUING 7 
EDUCATION OR THE EQUIVALENT AS PRESCRIBED BY THE BOARD FOR EACH RENEWAL YEAR 8 
AND PROVIDE DOCUMENTATION OF COMPLIANCE AT THE TIME OF RENEWAL PURSUANT TO 9 
SECTION 32-1642. 10 

B.  BEGINNING APRIL 1, 2013, AS A CONDITION OF CERTIFICATE RENEWAL, A 11 
CERTIFIED NURSING ASSISTANT MUST COMPLETE TWELVE HOURS EACH YEAR OF 12 
CONTINUING EDUCATION. 13 

C.  THE BOARD BY RULE SHALL PRESCRIBE: 14 
1.  THE CRITERIA AND CATEGORIES FOR CONTINUING EDUCATION OR EQUIVALENT 15 

HOURS TO ASSIST LICENSEES AND CERTIFICATE HOLDERS TO MAINTAIN OR IMPROVE 16 
COMPETENCY AND TO GAIN THE NECESSARY UNDERSTANDING OF CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS, 17 
SKILLS, PROCEDURES AND TREATMENT. 18 

2.  ANY SPECIFIC CONTINUING EDUCATION SUBJECT AREAS. 19 
3.  THE FORM OF DOCUMENTATION TO BE SUBMITTED AT THE TIME OF RENEWAL TO 20 

ESTABLISH COMPLIANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF THIS SECTION. 21 
4.  THE EXTENT TO WHICH CONTINUING EDUCATION HOURS MAY BE CARRIED OVER 22 

FROM YEAR TO YEAR. 23 
5.  APPROVED IN-SERVICE TRAINING METHODS PROVIDED TO LICENSEES AND 24 

CERTIFICATE HOLDERS BY OR ON BEHALF OF A SKILLED NURSING FACILITY FOR 25 
CONTINUING EDUCATION CREDIT HOURS.  THESE METHODS MAY INCLUDE INDIVIDUAL 26 
TRAINING, GROUP TRAINING, ELECTRONIC AND VIDEO FORMATS, TELECONFERENCING AND 27 
ANY OTHER GENERALLY ACCEPTED METHOD FOR PROVIDING TRAINING. 28 

D.  IF A LICENSEE OR CERTIFICATE HOLDER DOES NOT MEET THE REQUIREMENTS 29 
OF SUBSECTION A OR B BECAUSE OF THAT PERSON'S ILLNESS, RELIGIOUS MISSIONARY 30 
ACTIVITY OR RESIDENCE IN A FOREIGN COUNTRY OR ANY OTHER EXTENUATING 31 
CIRCUMSTANCE, THE BOARD MAY GRANT AN EXTENSION OF TIME TO COMPLETE THE 32 
CONTINUING EDUCATION IF IT RECEIVES FROM THE LICENSEE OR CERTIFICATE HOLDER A 33 
WRITTEN REQUEST THAT DETAILS THE REASON FOR THE EXTENSION REQUEST. 34 

E.  A PERSON WHO FALSELY CLAIMS ATTENDANCE AT A REQUIRED CONTINUING 35 
EDUCATION COURSE COMMITS AN ACT OF UNPROFESSIONAL CONDUCT AND IS SUBJECT TO 36 
DISCIPLINARY ACTION. 37 

F.  IN A DISPUTE CONCERNING THE QUALIFICATION OF CONTINUING EDUCATION 38 
HOURS TO MEET THE BOARD'S CRITERIA, THE LICENSEE OR CERTIFICATE HOLDER MAY 39 
REQUEST AN ADMINISTRATIVE HEARING PURSUANT TO TITLE 41, CHAPTER 6, 40 
ARTICLE 10.  41 
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Sec. 2.  Proration of continuing education requirements 1 
The state board of nursing shall prorate the continuing education 2 

requirements prescribed pursuant to section 32-1641, Arizona Revised 3 
Statutes, as added by this act, by one year periods for licenses and 4 
certificates that are renewed before April 1, 2016.  A licensee who must 5 
renew a license on or before April 1, 2013, must have completed twenty hours 6 
of continuing education as a condition of license renewal. 7 

Sec. 3.  Exemption from rule making 8 
For the purposes of this act, the state board of nursing is exempt from 9 

the rule making requirements of title 41, chapter 6, Arizona Revised 10 
Statutes, for one year after the effective date of this act. 11 

Sec. 4.  Appropriation; state board of nursing; exemption 12 
A.  The sum of $164,618 and two FTE positions are appropriated from the 13 

board of nursing fund established by section 32-1611, Arizona Revised 14 
Statutes, in fiscal year 2012-2013 to the state board of nursing for the 15 
purposes of this act. 16 

B.  The appropriation made in subsection A of this section is exempt 17 
from the provisions of section 35-190, Arizona Revised Statutes, relating to 18 
lapsing of appropriations. 19 
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