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FLOOR AMENDMENT EXPLANATION 

 

1) Removes empowerment account oversight from the Department of 
Revenue and assigns oversight to the Arizona Department of Education 
(ADE) and the State Treasurer. 

 
2) Clarifies the amount of monies to be awarded to students based on base 

support levels. 
 

3) Specifies that empowerment accounts are to be closed and all remaining 
funds returned to the state if a student has either: 

a. Graduated from a postsecondary school or; 
b. Has graduated from high school and not pursued further 

postsecondary studies for four consecutive years. 
 

4) Adds deadlines for parents of students to sign empowerment account 
agreements and specifies that ADE shall have thirty days to process those 
agreements and transfer the total number of qualified students to the State 
Treasurer.  
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Fiftieth Legislature Murphy 
First Regular Session S.B. 1553 
 

MURPHY FLOOR AMENDMENT 
 

SENATE AMENDMENTS TO S.B. 1553 
 

(Reference to printed bill) 
 

 

Page 1, line 9, strike "REVENUE" insert "EDUCATION" 1 

Line 24, strike "EITHER" insert "DID ANY OF THE FOLLOWING" 2 

Between lines 28 and 29, insert: 3 

"(b) PARTICIPATED IN THE EMPOWERMENT ACCOUNT PROGRAM IN THE PREVIOUS 4 

YEAR AND WHOSE PARENT RENEWS THE AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO SECTION 15-2402, 5 

SUBSECTION B." 6 

Reletter to conform 7 

Between lines 30 and 31, insert: 8 

"6. "TREASURER" MEANS THE OFFICE OF THE STATE TREASURER." 9 

Page 2, line 5, after "SERVICES" insert "PROVIDED BY A TUTOR ACCREDITED BY A STATE, 10 

REGIONAL OR NATIONAL ACCREDITING ORGANIZATION" 11 

Line 18, strike "STATE SHALL" insert "DEPARTMENT SHALL TRANSFER TO THE TREASURER 12 

FOR" 13 

Line 19, after "THE" strike remainder of line  14 

Strike lines 20 and 21, insert "BASE SUPPORT LEVEL PRESCRIBED IN SECTION 15-943 15 

FOR THAT PARTICULAR STUDENT." 16 

Between lines 29 and 30, insert: 17 

"G. ON THE QUALIFIED STUDENT'S GRADUATION FROM A POSTSECONDARY 18 

INSTITUTION OR AFTER ANY PERIOD OF FOUR CONSECUTIVE YEARS AFTER HIGH SCHOOL 19 

GRADUATION IN WHICH THE STUDENT IS NOT ENROLLED IN AN ELIGIBLE POSTSECONDARY 20 

INSTITUTION, THE QUALIFIED STUDENT'S ARIZONA EMPOWERMENT ACCOUNT SHALL BE 21 

CLOSED AND ANY REMAINING FUNDS SHALL BE RETURNED TO THE STATE." 22 

Line 31, strike "DEPARTMENT SHALL" insert "TREASURER MAY" 23 

Line 33, strike "DEPARTMENT" insert "TREASURER" 24 

Line 40, after "ACCOUNT" strike remainder of line 25 



 

Senate Amendments to S.B. 1553 
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Page 2, strike lines 41 and 42, insert "AND SHALL NOTIFY THE TREASURER. A PARENT 1 

MAY APPEAL THE DEPARTMENT'S DECISION PURSUANT TO TITLE 41, CHAPTER 6, ARTICLE 2 

10." 3 

Page 3, line 1, strike "DEPARTMENT" insert "TREASURER" 4 

Line 2, after “THE” strike remainder of line and insert “COSTS OF” 5 

Line 3, after “CHAPTER” insert “, INCLUDING COSTS INCURRED BY THE DEPARTMENT” 6 

Line 5, after the second “TO” insert “THE TREASURER FOR DEPOSIT INTO”  7 

After line 21, insert: 8 

“Sec. 2.   Arizona empowerment accounts; agreements 9 

For the 2011 fall semester, the deadline for parents to sign an 10 

agreement with the department is August 1, 2011. For the 2012 spring 11 

semester, the deadline is December 1, 2011. The department has up to thirty 12 

days to process agreements and notify the treasurer of the total number of 13 

qualified students who have properly filled out the agreements for 14 

empowerment accounts.” 15 

Amend title to conform 16 

 
 
 
 
3/3/11 
11:35 AM 
S: LL/AF/ly 
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