
ARIZONA STATE SENATE 
Fiftieth Legislature  

 
SENATE ETHICS COMMITTEE 

 
Minutes of Meeting 

Tuesday, September 13, 2011 
Senate Hearing Room 1 – 1:30 p.m. 

 
Chairman Gould called the meeting to order at 1:34 p.m. and roll call was taken. 
 
Members Present 
 
Senator Biggs 
Senator Landrum Taylor 
Senator Yarbrough 
Senator Gould, Chairman 
 
Member Absent 
 
Senator Schapira 
 
 
Chairman Gould explained that speakers wishing to testify before the Committee would 
be limited to one minute. 
 
Stacy Weltsch, Senate Rules Attorney gave a brief procedural history of the complaint 
against Senator Bundgaard. 
 
Senator Yarbrough gave a statement regarding the Ethics Committee proceedings and 
formally asked that Senators Gould and Landrum Taylor recuse themselves from 
participation in the ethics proceedings regarding Senator Bundgaard. 
 
Chairman Gould  explained his reasons for not recusing himself from the proceedings 
against Senator Bundgaard. 
 
Senator Landrum Taylor explained her reasons for not recusing herself from the 
proceedings against Senator Bundgaard. 
 
Senator Steve Gallardo testified regarding his ethics complaint against Senator 
Bundgaard. 
 
Senator Biggs and Senator Gallardo discussed Senator Gallardo's testimony regarding 
"personal knowledge" of the case against Senator Bundgaard. 
 
Mark Goldman, Attorney for Senator Bundgaard, testified regarding the complaint. 
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Austin Woods, Attorney for Senator Bundgaard, responded to questions posed by 
Senator Biggs.  Senators Landrum Taylor, Biggs and Gould commented regarding 
Austin Woods testimony. 
 
Elizabeth Ditlevson, Arizona Coalition Against Domestic Violence, spoke in favor of 
the Committee proceeding with an ethics investigation against Senator Bundgaard. 
 
Senator Biggs moved THAT THE SENATE ETHICS COMMITTEE CONDUCT 
AN INVESTIGATION INTO THE COMPLAINT AGAINST SENATOR SCOTT 
BUNDGAARD, DATED AUGUST 26, 2011. 
 
The motion passed by a roll call vote of 3-1-1. (Attachment #1) 
 
Senators Biggs, Landrum Taylor and Yarbrough explained their votes. 
 
Senator Yarbrough moved the following three procedural motions be adopted by 
the Committee: 
 
THAT, TO THE EXTENT GENERALLY PRACTICABLE, THE COMMITTEE 
FOLLOW THE ARIZONA RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE, INCLUSIVE OF 
THE RULES OF EVIDENCE, AS THE RULES GOVERNING THE HEARINGS 
THAT WILL TAKE PLACE IN THIS CASE. 
 
Senator Biggs seconded the motion.  The motion passed by voice vote. 
 
THAT THE CHAIRMAN WOULD RULE ON ALL PROCEDURAL ISSUES AND 
THAT THE CHAIRMAN'S DECISIONS WOULD CONTROL UNLESS THE 
CHAIRMAN IS OVERRULED BY A MAJORITY OF THE COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS THEN PRESENT. 
 
Senator Biggs seconded the motion.  The motion passed by voice vote. 
 
THAT COMMITTEE MEMBERS WILL BE PERMITTED TO ASK QUESTIONS 
ONLY AFTER COUNSEL FOR THE PETITIONER AND THE RESPONDENT 
HAVE COMPLETED THEIR QUESTIONS AND THAT IF A COMMITTEE 
MEMBER THEN ASKS QUESTIONS THAT OPEN UP NEW AREAS, THAT 
THE COUNSEL FOR THE PETITIONER AND THE RESPONDENT WOULD 
BE GIVEN ADDITIONAL FOLLOW-UP OPPORTUNITIES AT THAT TIME. 
 
Senator Biggs seconded the motion.  The motion passed by voice vote. 
 
Senator Biggs stated the Committee will need to decide what burden of proof  will be 
used during the investigation.    
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Chairman Gould announced the next meeting will be at 9:30 a.m. on Tuesday, 
September 20, 2011 to dicsuss additional procedures for the Committee. 
 
Senator Landrum Taylor noted for the record that Senator Schapira had a conflict and 
was not able to attend today's meeting. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________ 
Rosetta B. Cutty 
Ethics Committee Secretary 
 

(Audio recordings and attachments on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office, Room 
204). 
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