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Chairman Biggs called the meeting to order at 9:44 a.m. and attendance was noted. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
SB 1612 - general appropriations 2011-2012 – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Katy Yanez, Appropriations Committee Analyst, explained SB 1612 and the following 
amendments: 
 
 11-line Biggs amendment dated 03/16/11 at 8:29 a.m. (Attachment A) 
 2-line Aboud amendment dated 03/16/11 at 8:20 a.m. (Attachment B) 
 
Charles Ratliff, Leader, Valley Interfaith Project, testified in opposition to SB 1612. 
 
Timothy Schmaltz, Coordinator, Protecting Arizona's Family Coalition, testified in opposition to 
SB 1612. 
 
Tim Carter, President, Arizona Association of Counties, testified in opposition to SB 1612. 
 
Bruce Liggett, Executive Director, Arizona Child Care Association, testified in opposition to      
SB 1612. 
 
Steven Tucker, Sheriff, Greenlee County, testified in opposition to SB 1612. 
 
David Tenney, Navajo County Supervisor, County Supervisors Association, testified in 
opposition to SB 1612. 
 
Buster Johnson, Mohave County Supervisor District III, AACO 3rd VP Chair Mohave Co BOS, 
testified in opposition to SB 1612. 
 
David Martinez, Government Affairs Director, Arizona Students' Association, testified in 
opposition to SB 1612. 
 
Stacey Morley, Director, Policy Development & Government Relations, Arizona Department of 
Education, testified in opposition to SB 1612. 
 
Mark Barnes, Arizona Community College Presidents' Council, testified in opposition to SB 1612. 
 
Andrew Kunasek, Supervisor, Maricopa County Board of Supervisors, testified in opposition to 
SB 1612. 
 

Senator Gould moved SB 1612 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Gould moved the 11-line Biggs amendment dated 03/16/11 at 8:29 a.m. 
(Attachment A) be ADOPTED.  The motion CARRIED with a voice vote. 
 
Senator Aboud moved the 2-line Aboud amendment dated 03/16/11 at 8:20 a.m. 
(Attachment B) be ADOPTED.  The motion FAILED with a voice vote. 
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Senator Gould moved SB 1612 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 9-4-0 (Attachment 
1). 

 
Senators Aboud, Allen, Cajero Bedford, Crandall, Klein, Melvin, Schapira, Shooter, Sinema, Smith, 
Gould and Biggs explained their votes. 
 
SB 1613 - 2011-2012; capital outlay – DO PASS 
 
Elora Diaz, Government Reform Committee Intern, explained SB 1613. 
 

Senator Gould moved SB 1613 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 8-4-1 (Attachment 2). 

 
SB 1617 - K-12 education; 2011-2012; budget reconciliation – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Liisa Laikko, Education Committee Analyst, explained SB 1617 and the 2-page Biggs amendment 
dated 03/16/11 at 8:57 a.m. (Attachment C). 
 
Jennifer Loredo, Arizona Education Association, testified in opposition to SB 1617. 
 
Stacey Morley, Director, Policy Development & Government Relations, Arizona Department of 
Education, testified in opposition to SB 1617. 
 

Senator Gould moved SB 1617 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Gould moved the 2-page Biggs amendment dated 03/16/11 at 8:57 a.m. 
(Attachment C) be ADOPTED.  The motion CARRIED by a voice vote. 
 
Senator Gould moved the following verbal amendment (Attachment D) to the 2-
page Biggs amendment dated 03/16/11 at 8:57 a.m.: 
 
 Page 1, strike lines 23 through 27 
 Page 2, strike line 1 
 
The motion CARRIED by a voice vote. 
 
Senator Gould moved the 2-page Biggs amendment dated 03/16/11 at 8:57 a.m. 
(Attachment C) AS AMENDED be ADOPTED.  The motion CARRIED by a voice 
vote. 
 
Senator Gould moved SB 1617 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 9-4-0 (Attachment 
3). 

 
Senators Aboud, Crandall, Murphy, Schapira, Sinema and Biggs explained their votes. 
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SB 1614 - 2011-2012; state budget procedures – DO PASS 
 
Katy Yanez, Appropriations Committee Analyst, explained SB 1614. 
 
Lesli Sorensen, Government Relations Officer, Arizona State Retirement System, registered as 
neutral on SB 1614 and provided information to the committee. 
 

Senator Gould moved SB 1614 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-3-3 (Attachment 4). 

 
SB 1615 - consolidation; state agencies – DO PASS 
 
Andrew Larsen, Appropriations Committee Intern, explained SB 1615. 
 
Jack LaSota, Arizona Biomedical Research Commission, testified in opposition to SB 1615. 
 
Dawn Schroeder, Executive Director, Arizona Biomedical Research Commission, answered 
questions posed by the committee. 
 

Senator Gould moved SB 1615 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 9-3-1 (Attachment 5). 

 
SB 1619 - health; 2011-2012; budget reconciliation – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Eden Rolland, Health and Medical Liability Reform Committee Analyst, explained SB 1619. 
 
Amy Upston, Joint Legislative Budget Committee Staff, answered questions posed by the 
committee. 
 
Pete Wertheim, Chief Legislative Liaison, IASIS Healthcare - Health Choice Arizona, testified in 
opposition to SB 1619. 
 
Barbara Fanning, Legislative Liaison, Arizona Hospital and Healthcare Association, testified in 
opposition to SB 1619. 
 
Charlie Smith, CEO, LifeStar Ambulance Payson and the Arizona Ambulance Association, 
testified in support of SB 1619. 
 

Senator Gould moved SB 1619 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  
Senator Gould WITHDREW the motion. 

 
Ms. Rolland explained the following amendments: 
 
 5-page Aboud amendment dated 03/16/11 at 8:56 a.m. (Attachment E) 
 19-line Aboud amendment dated 03/16/11 at 9:07 a.m. (Attachment F) 
 2-page Sinema amendment dated 03/16/11 at 9:28 a.m. (Attachment G) 
 2-line Biggs amendment dated 03/16/11 at 9:08 a.m. (Attachment H) 
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Senator Gould moved SB 1619 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Aboud moved the 5-page Aboud amendment dated 03/16/11 at 8:56 a.m. 
(Attachment E) be ADOPTED.  The motion FAILED by a voice vote. 
 
Senator Aboud moved the 19-line Aboud amendment dated 03/16/11 at 9:07 a.m. 
(Attachment F) be ADOPTED.  The motion FAILED by a voice vote. 
 
Senator Sinema moved the 2-page Sinema amendment dated 03/16/11 at 9:28 a.m. 
(Attachment G) be ADOPTED.  The motion FAILED by a voice vote. 
 
Senator Gould moved the 2-line Biggs amendment dated 03/16/11 at 9:08 a.m. 
(Attachment H) be ADOPTED.  The motion CARRIED by a voice vote. 
 
Senator Gould moved SB 1619 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 9-4-0 (Attachment 
6). 

 
Senator Sinema explained her vote. 
 
SB 1616 - revenue; 2011-2012; budget reconciliation – DO PASS 
 
Carolyn Speroni, Finance Committee Analyst, explained SB 1616 and the 19-line Sinema 
amendment dated 03/16/11 at 9:37 a.m. (Attachment I). 
 

Senator Smith moved SB 1616 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.   
 
Senator Sinema moved the 19-line Sinema amendment dated 03/16/11 at 9:37 a.m. 
(Attachment I) be ADOPTED.  The motion FAILED by a voice vote. 
 
Senator Biggs called for a vote on the motion to return SB 1616 with a DO PASS 
recommendation.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 8-4-1 (Attachment 
7). 

 
SB 1618 - higher education; 2011-2012; budget reconciliation – DO PASS 
 
Aiden Fleming, Education Committee Intern, explained SB 1618. 
 
David Martinez, Government Affairs Director, Arizona Students' Association, testified in 
opposition to SB 1618. 
 

Senator Gould moved SB 1618 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 8-4-1 (Attachment 8). 

 
Senators Sinema, Gould, Schapira and Biggs explained their votes. 
 
SB 1620 - welfare; 2011-2012; budget reconciliation – DO PASS 
 
Amber O'Dell, Public Safety and Human Services Committee Analyst, explained SB 1620. 
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Senator Gould moved SB 1620 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 9-4-0 (Attachment 9). 

 
Senator Sinema explained her vote. 
 
SB 1621 - criminal justice; 2011-2012; budget reconciliation – DO PASS 
 
Garth Kamp, Judiciary Committee Analyst, explained SB 1621 and answered questions posed by 
the committee. 
 
Kathleen Mayer, Deputy Pima County Attorney, Pima County Attorney's Office, testified in 
opposition to SB 1621. 
 
Derek Rapier, Greenlee County Attorney, testified in opposition to SB 1621. 
 
Jack LaSota, representing himself, testified in opposition to SB 1621. 
 

Senator Gould moved SB 1621 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 8-4-1 (Attachment 10). 

 
Senators Aboud, Sinema and Allen explained their votes. 
 
SB 1622 - general government; 2011-2012; budget reconciliation – DO PASS 
 
Bill Boyd, Government Reform Committee Analyst, explained SB 1622. 
 

Senator Gould moved SB 1622 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote 8-4-1 (Attachment 11). 

 
SB 1623 - regulation; 2011-2012; budget reconciliation – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Jennifer Thomsen, Commerce and Energy Committee Analyst, explained SB 1623. 
 
Leatta McLaughlin, Joint Legislative Budget Committee Staff, answered questions posed by the 
committee. 
 

Senator Gould moved SB 1623 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Gould moved the following verbal amendment (Attachment J) to SB 1623: 
 
 Page 5, line 18, strike "from" insert "from" 
 
The motion CARRIED by a voice vote. 
 
Senator Gould moved SB 1623 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 8-4-1 (Attachment 
12). 
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SB 1624 - environment; 2011-2012; budget reconciliation – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Tony DeMarco, Natural Resources and Transportation Committee Analyst, explained SB 1624. 
 
Art Smith, Joint Legislative Budget Committee Staff, answered questions posed by the 
committee. 
 

Senator Gould moved SB 1624 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Mr. DeMarco explained the 4-line Shooter amendment dated 03/16/11 at 9:03 a.m. (Attachment K). 
 

Senator Shooter moved the 4-line Shooter amendment dated 03/16/11 at 9:03 a.m. 
(Attachment K) be ADOPTED.  The motion CARRIED by a voice vote. 

 
Mr. DeMarco explained the 14-line Biggs amendment dated 03/16/11 at 8:35 a.m. (Attachment L). 
 

Senator Gould moved the 14-line Biggs amendment dated 03/16/11 at 8:35 a.m. 
(Attachment L) be ADOPTED.  The motion CARRIED by a voice vote. 

 
Senator Gould moved SB 1624 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 8-4-1 (Attachment 
13). 

 
Senators Aboud, Crandall, Melvin, Sinema and Gould explained their votes. 
 
Attached is a list noting the individuals who registered their position on the bills (Attachment M). 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:17 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Shelley Ponce 
Committee Secretary 

 
 
(Audio recordings and attachments are on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115. Audio 
archives are available at http://www.azleg.gov)  
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