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Chairman Crandall called the meeting to order at 2:34 p.m. attendance was taken. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Senator Crandall stated that without objection, the minutes of February 7, 2011 
were approved.  

 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
SB 1558 – schools; superintendent contracts; performance pay – HELD 
 
Senator Crandall announced that SB 1558 would be HELD. 
 
SB 1453 – schools; parents' rights – DO PASS AMENDED/STRIKE EVERYTHING 
 
Aiden Fleming, Education Committee Intern, explained the 2-page Crandall strike everything 
amendment dated 02/10/11 at 1:29 p.m. (Attachment A). 
 
David Armstrong, representing himself, testified in support of the strike everything amendment. 
 
Senator Crandall noted the individuals that registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 
Deborah Sheasby, Legal Counsel, Center for Arizona Policy, answered questions posed by the 
committee. 
 

Senator Barto moved SB 1453 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Barto moved the 2-page Crandall strike everything amendment dated 
02/10/11 at 1:29 p.m. (Attachment A) be ADOPTED.  The motion CARRIED by a 
voice vote. 
 
Senator Barto moved SB 1453 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-2-0 (Attachment 
1). 

 
SB 1549 – schools; anti-bullying; electronic media – HELD 
 
Liisa Laikko, Education Committee Analyst, explained SB 1549. 
 
Sam Holdren, Public Affairs Director, Equality Arizona, testified in support of SB 1549. 
 
Charles Rinaldi, Education Committee, Anti-Defamation League (ADL), testified in support of   
SB 1549. 
 
Caleb Laieski, representing himself, testified in support of SB 1549. 
 
Stephen Brittle, representing himself, testified in support of SB 1549. 
 
Melissa Medvin, Education Director, Anti-Defamation League, testified in support of SB 1549. 
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Robert Parker, representing himself, testified in support of SB 1549. 
 
Senator Barto noted the individuals that registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 
Senator Crandall announced that SB 1549 would be HELD. 
 
SB 1452 – schools; e-learning programs – DO PASS AMENDED/STRIKE EVERYTHING 
 
Liisa Laikko, Education Committee Analyst, explained the 13-page Crandall strike everything 
amendment dated 02/09/11 at 1:57 p.m. (Attachment C). 
 
Bob Rosenberg, citizen, eLearning System for Arizona Teachers and Students, testified in 
support of the strike everything amendment. 
 
Stacey Morley, Director, Policy Development & Government Relations, Arizona Department of 
Education, registered as neutral and provided information for the committee. 
 
Vince Yanez, Executive Director, State Board of Education, answered questions posed by the 
committee. 
 
Senator Barto noted the individuals that registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 

Senator Barto moved SB 1452 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Barto moved the 13-page Crandall strike everything amendment dated 
02/09/11 at 1:57 p.m. (Attachment C) be ADOPTED.  The motion CARRIED by 
voice vote. 
 
Senator Barto moved SB 1452 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-1-0 (Attachment 
2). 

 
Senators Lopez and Schapira explained their votes. 
 
SB 1289 – eastern Arizona college; baccalaureate degrees – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Aiden Fleming, Education Committee Intern, explained SB 1289 and the 5-line Crandall 
amendment dated 02/11/11 at 10:19 a.m. (Attachment D). 
 
Mark Bryce, President, Eastern Arizona College, testified in support of SB 1289. 
 
Don Isaacson, Independent Colleges and Universities of Arizona, testified in opposition to        
SB 1289. 
 
Mike Gardner, Eastern Arizona College, testified in support of SB 1289. 
 
Matt Salmon, Lobbyist, Grand Canyon University, testified in opposition to SB 1289. 
 
Barry Aarons, Lobbyist, Greenlee County, testified in support of SB 1289. 
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Lyn White, Manager, Government Relations, Freeport McMoRan Copper & Gold, testified in 
support of SB 1289. 
 
Max Phillips, Educational Consultant, representing himself, testified in support of SB 1289. 
 
Senator Barto noted the individuals that registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 

Senator Barto moved SB 1289 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Barto moved the 5-line Crandall amendment dated 02/11/11 at 10:19 a.m. 
(Attachment D) be ADOPTED. 
 
Senator Barto moved the following verbal amendment to the 5-line Crandall 
amendment: 
 
 Page 1, line 3, after "OF" insert "CLASS CONTENT FOR" (Attachment E) 
 
The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Barto moved the 5-line Crandall amendment dated 02/11/11 at 10:19 a.m. 
(Attachment D) AS AMENDED be ADOPTED.  The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Barto moved SB 1289 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-2-0 (Attachment 
3). 

 
Senators Allen, Gray, Klein, Smith, Barto and Crandall explained their votes. 
 
SB 1303 – schools; dropout recovery programs – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Liisa Laikko, Education Committee Analyst, explained SB 1303 and the 19-line Crandall 
amendment dated 02/11/11 at 11:31 a.m. (Attachment F). 
 
Rebekah Richards, Chief Academic Officer & School Principal, The American Academy, 
testified in support of SB 1303. 
 
Stacey Morley, Director, Policy Development & Government Relations, Arizona Department of 
Education, answered questions posed by the committee. 
 

Senator Barto moved SB 1303 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Barto moved the 19-line Crandall amendment dated 02/11/11 at 11:31 a.m. 
(Attachment F) be ADOPTED.  The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Barto moved SB 1303 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 8-0-0 (Attachment 
4). 

 
Senator Barto noted the individuals that registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
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SB 1455 – AP teachers; bonus pay; weight – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Aiden Fleming, Education Committee Intern, explained SB 1455 and the 9-line Crandall 
amendment dated 02/10/11 at 3:46 p.m. (Attachment G). 
 
Matthew Laner, Goldwater Institute, testified in support of SB 1455. 
 
Senator Barto noted the individuals that registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 

Senator Barto moved SB 1455 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Barto moved the 9-line Crandall amendment dated 02/10/11 at 3:46 p.m. 
(Attachment G) be ADOPTED.  The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Barto moved SB 1455 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-2-0 (Attachment 
5). 

 
Senators Gray, Lopez, Schapira and Crandall explained their votes. 
 
SB 1258 – school finance; per pupil funding – HELD 
 
Liisa Laikko, Education Committee Analyst, explained SB 1258 and the 6-line Crandall 
amendment dated 02/11/11 at 3:19 p.m. (Attachment H). 
 
Stacey Morley, Director, Policy Development & Government Relations, Arizona Department of 
Education, registered as neutral and provided information to the committee. 
 
Ken Quartermain, Lobbyist, Educational Finance Reform Group, testified in support of SB 1258 
and answered questions posed by the committee. 
 
Jay Kaprosy, Senior Government Relations Advisor, Learning Matters, answered questions 
posed by the committee. 
 
Senator Crandall announced that SB 1258 would be HELD. 
 
SB 1553 – education; Arizona empowerment accounts – DO PASS 
 
Aiden Fleming, Education Committee Intern, explained SB 1553. 
 
Senator Murphy, bill sponsor, further explained SB 1553. 
 
Matthew Laner, Goldwater Institute, distributed "Choice for Special Needs Students" (Attachment I) 
and testified in support of SB 1553. 
 
Andrea Weck, representing herself, testified in support of SB 1553. 
 
Staci Burk, Gilbert Unified Governing Board Member, representing herself, testified in support of 
SB 1553. 
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Senator Barto noted the individuals that registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 

Senator Barto moved SB 1553 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  The 
motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-1-1 (Attachment 6). 

 
SB 1256 – education; omnibus – DO PASS 
 
Liisa Laikko, Education Committee Analyst, explained SB 1256. 
 
Stacey Morley, Director, Policy Development & Government Relations, Arizona Department of 
Education, testified in support of SB 1256. 
 

Senator Barto moved SB 1256 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  The 
motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-0-2 (Attachment 7). 

 
Senator Barto noted the individuals that registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 
SB 1209 – school district employees; salaries; posting – FAILED 
 
Aiden Fleming, Education Committee Intern, explained SB 1209 and the following amendments: 
  
 12-line Gray amendment dated 02/11/11 1:49 p.m. (Attachment J) 
 3-line Crandall amendment dated 02/11/11 at 3:18 p.m. (Attachment K) 
 
Beth Sauer, Government Relations Analyst, Arizona School Boards Association, testified in 
opposition to SB 1209. 
 
Stacey Morley, Director, Policy Development & Government Relations, Arizona Department of 
Education, registered as neutral on the bill  and amendments and answered questions posed by the 
committee. 
 
Sam Polito, Tucson Area School Districts, answered questions posed by the committee. 
 
Senator Barto noted the individuals that registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 
Senator Gray stated that she would not offer the 12-line Gray amendment dated 02/11/11 at         
1:49 p.m. (Attachment J). 
 

Senator Barto moved SB 1209 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Barto moved the 3-line Crandall amendment dated 02/11/11 at 3:18 p.m. 
(Attachment K) be ADOPTED.  The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Barto moved SB 1209 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation.  The motion FAILED with a roll call vote of 3-5-0 (Attachment 8). 

 
Senators Allen, Smith, Barto, Gray and Crandall explained their votes. 
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SB 1603 – schools; performance based compensation plans – HELD 
 
Liisa Laikko, Education Committee Analyst, explained SB 1603. 
 
Denise Birdwell, Superintendent, representing herself, testified in opposition to SB 1603. 
 
Stacey Morley, Director, Policy Development & Government Relations, Arizona Department of 
Education, answered questions posed by the committee. 
 
Senator Barto noted the individuals that registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 
Jennifer Loredo, Arizona Education Association, answered questions posed by the committee. 
 
Senator Crandall announced that SB 1603 would be HELD. 
 
SCR 1005 – aircraft license tax; technical correction – DO PASS AMENDED/STRIKE 
EVERYTHING 
 
Aiden Fleming, Education Committee Intern, explained the 2-page Barto strike everything 
amendment dated 01/27/11 at 11:37 a.m. (Attachment L). 
 
John Mangum, Arizona Private Schools Association, testified in support of the strike everything 
amendment. 
 
Senator Barto noted the individuals that registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 

Senator Barto moved SCR 1005 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Barto moved the 2-page Barto strike everything amendment dated 
01/27/11 at 11:37 a.m. (Attachment L) be ADOPTED.  The motion CARRIED by a 
voice vote. 
 
Senator Barto moved SCR 1005 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-1 (Attachment 
9). 

 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:21 p.m. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Shelley Ponce 
Committee Secretary 

 
(Audio recordings and attachments on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115. Audio 
archives are available at http://www.azleg.gov)  
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