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ARIZONA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Fiftieth Legislature – First Regular Session 

 
COMMITTEE ON TECHNOLOGY AND INFRASTRUCTURE 

 
Minutes of Meeting 

Thursday, March 17, 2011 
House Hearing Room 1 -- 9:00 a.m. 

 
 
Vice-Chairman Ugenti called the meeting to order at 9:17 a.m. and attendance was noted by the 
secretary.  
 

Members Present 
 
Mr. Dial Mr. Seel Mrs. Ugenti, Vice-Chairman 
Mrs. Gonzales  Mr. Stevens, Chairman 
 

Members Absent 
 
Ms. Proud Mr. Wheeler (excused)  
 

Committee Action 
 
SCR1057 - DP (5-0-0-2)  

 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
SCR1057 - Arizona spaying and neutering fund - DO PASS 
 

Chairman Stevens moved that SCR1057 do pass. 
 
James Craig, Majority Intern, explained that SCR1057 expresses the Arizona State Legislature’s 
support for the promotion of the Arizona Spaying and Neutering of Animals Fund (Fund) 
(Attachment 1).   
 
Mr. Craig explained that the Fund was established by Laws 2004, Chapter 319, and is financially 
sustained by a portion of the proceeds of specialty vehicle license plates. Plates are purchased 
through the Motor Vehicle Division of the Arizona Department of Transportation.  The  
“Pet-Friendly License Plate” costs $25; $17 of the fee is deposited in the Fund, while the 
remaining $8 is placed in the State Highway Fund.  The purpose of the Fund is to provide grants 
to organizations that offer or subsidize dog and cat sterilization services.  
 
Senator Al Melvin, sponsor, stated that the Fund is tied to the specialty Arizona license plates, 
which generate $250,000 per year that is distributed to government and private animal shelters.  
He stressed that this will not cost the state any dollars, and that his personal goal is to have a 
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“no kill” situation in Arizona by 2020.  He stated that a large number of animals are euthanized 
each year.  He described a program that uses Arizona inmates to support the shelters. 
 
Chairman Stevens asked how many “no kill” shelters are in Arizona.  Senator Melvin replied that 
there are too few, but that Pima County now has a policy that no healthy animal is euthanized.  
He added that the shelters deal with domestic pets, but that there are also some rescue programs 
for horses.   
 
In response to a question from Mrs. Gonzales, Senator Melvin referred the Members to 
http://www.azpetplates.org/ for additional information. 
 
Chairman Stevens announced the names of those who signed up in support of SCR1057 but did 
not speak: 
Kari Nienstedt, Arizona State Director, Humane Society of the United States 
Beth Lewallen, Maricopa County Board of Supervisors 
 

Question was called on the motion that SCR1057 do pass.  The motion 
carried by a roll call vote of 5-0-0-2 (Attachment 2). 

 
Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 9:27 a.m. 
 
 

__________________________________________ 
Jane Dooley, Committee Secretary 
April 6, 2011 

 
(Original minutes, attachments and audio on file in the Office of the Chief Clerk; video archives 
available at http://www.azleg.gov) 
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