
  

 
  COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND  
 NATURAL RESOURCES 
  February 7, 2011 

ARIZONA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Fiftieth Legislature – First Regular Session 

 
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES  

 
Minutes of Meeting 

Monday, February 7, 2011 
House Hearing Room 4  --  2:00 p.m. 

 
Chairman Pratt called the meeting to order at 2:04 p.m. and attendance was noted by the 
secretary. 
 

Members Present 
 
Mrs. Barton Mr. Patterson Mr. Wheeler 
Ms. Fann Miss Reeve Mrs. Brophy McGee, Vice-Chairman 
Mrs. Judd Mr. Saldate Mr. Pratt, Chairman 
 

Members Absent 
 
None   
 

Committee Action 
 
HB2358 – DPA (9-0-0-0) HB2485 – DISCUSSED AND HELD 
 
 
Chairman Pratt announced that the presentation by Salt River Project will take place after 
consideration of bills on the agenda. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
HB2358 -  wildlife; guides; wasted meat – DO PASS AMENDED 
 

Vice-Chairman Brophy McGee moved that HB2358 do pass. 
 
M.J. Bildner, Majority Assistant Research Analyst, explained that HB2358 expands the 
definition of guide and modifies the Arizona Game and Fish Commission’s ability to revoke or 
suspend a license to hunt, fish, or possess wildlife (Attachment 1). 
 

Vice-Chairman Brophy McGee moved that the Pratt 5-line amendment 
dated 02/03/11 (Attachment 2) be adopted. 

 
Mr. Bildner explained that the proposed amendment (Attachment 2) clarifies that a landowner or 
a lessee who allows access to their property will not be included in the definition of guide. 
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Question was called on the motion that the Pratt 5-line amendment dated 
02/03/11 (Attachment 2) be adopted.  The motion carried. 

 
Vice-Chairman Brophy McGee moved that the Pratt 8-line amendment 
dated 01/27/11 (Attachment 3) be adopted. 

 
Mr. Bildner explained that the proposed amendment (Attachment 3) allows the Department of 
Game and Fish to revoke a license for the wasting of edible meat. 
 

Question was called on the motion that the Pratt 8-line amendment dated 
01/27/11 (Attachment 3) be adopted.  The motion carried. 
 
Vice-Chairman Brophy McGee moved that HB2358 as amended do pass. 
 

Representative Jerry Weiers, sponsor, stated that he supports both amendments and gave 
examples of what is wasted meat and what is acceptable for hunters to leave behind.  
 
Vice-Chairman Brophy McGee announced the names of those who signed up in support of 
HB2358 but did not speak:  
George Reiners, Yuma Valley Rod and Gun Club 
Ben Alteneder, Arizona Wildlife Federation 
Sandy Bahr, Conservation Director, Sierra Club - Grand Canyon Chapter 
Patrick Bray, Arizona Cattlemen’s Association 
Gene Elms, Arizona Game and Fish 
 
Vice-Chairman Brophy McGee announced the names of those who signed up in opposition to 
HB2358 but did not speak:  
Bryan Ginter, representing self 
 

Question was called on the motion that HB2358 do pass.  The motion carried 
by a roll call vote of 9-0-0-0 (Attachment 4). 

 
HB2485 -  government land; replacing private land – DISCUSSED AND HELD 
 

Chairman Pratt announced that HB2485 will be discussed and held. 
 
Amy Asta, Majority Intern, explained that HB2485 outlines the requirements for a voluntary 
payment in lieu of ad valorem property taxes for government acquisition of real property 
(Attachment 5). 
 
Ms. Asta explained that the Pratt 5-line amendment dated 02/04/11 (Attachment 6) removes any 
references to special taxing districts. 
 
Representative David Gowan, sponsor, explained that about 70 percent of Arizona is federal land 
and less than 13 percent is private land. This bill will require that, if a government entity wants to 
acquire private land, it must relinquish land of equal value or pay appropriate taxes.  
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Mr. Patterson asked if someone wants to donate land to the state, would they be unable to under 
this legislation.  Mr. Gowan replied that they could donate, but the state would have to relinquish 
state land in equal portion.  Discussion ensued on payment in lieu of taxes, which would be 
directed to the same entity that received the taxes prior to the transaction. 
 
Vanessa Hickman, Arizona State Land Department, testified as neutral on HB2485, but 
expressed concern about the new responsibility to oversee these transactions. 
 
Vice-Chairman Brophy McGee announced the names of those who signed up in support of 
HB2485 but did not speak:  
Patrick Bray, Arizona Cattlemen’s Association 
 
Vice-Chairman Brophy McGee announced the names of those who signed up in opposition to 
HB2485 but did not speak:  
Bryan Ginter, representing self 
Chad Heinrich, Government Relations Coordinator, City of Tempe 
Sandy Bahr, Conservation Director, Sierra Club - Grand Canyon Chapter 
Romina Korkes, Intergovernmental Programs Manager, City of Goodyear 
Scott Butler, City of Mesa 
Rene Guillen, Legislative Associate, League of Arizona Cities and Towns 
 
Vice-Chairman Brophy McGee announced the names of those who signed up as neutral on 
HB2485 but did not speak:  
Nick Simonetta, Central Arizona Irrigation and Drainage District  
 
Chairman Pratt stated that further work would be done with the State Land Department and 
stakeholders. 
 
PRESENTATION 
 
Russell Smoldon, Salt River Project, explained to the Committee that Salt River Project (SRP) 
is a non-profit utility that was established in 1903 to be a steward of Arizona’s water and to 
provide utilities to commercial, industrial, and residential customers.  Any profits are returned to 
SRP’s 955,000 customers.   
 
Mr. Smoldon discussed SRP’s resource plan which is built around peak demands 
(Attachment 4).  Key resource considerations include: 

• customer/operational needs 
• cost and value 
• fuel diversity and supply 
• environmental/sustainability 
• water 
• location/transmission 

 
Mr. Smoldon said that Arizona currently requires 8,000 megawatts of energy resources each 
year;  he stated that the slowed growth of the last several years has helped Arizona meet its 
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energy needs, but the area will soon start growing again, which will increase the demand.  
Mr. Smoldon discussed wind and solar renewables and other sustainable energy sources, 
reforestation, reduction of carbon emissions, the use of water in generating power, and 
transmission costs to get energy to a customer.   
 
SRP has established programs to reduce energy usage through efficiency; these programs 
include: 

• M-power – a program whereby a customer pre-pays for electrical usage 
• Smart Meter – devices which help customers control energy use 
• EZ-3 – a price plan under which electricity costs less during off-peak hours 

 
Mr. Smoldon addressed Members’ questions about: 

• storing solar energy, which is costly and uses a great deal of water 
• battery inefficiency which affects energy storage capacity 
• efficient resources such as nuclear and inefficient resources such as solar and wind 
• public school investment in energy usage 
• forest health 
• new electronics, such as electric cars 
• natural gas transmission and storage 
• climate change 

 
Chairman Pratt asked if SRP self-imposes its renewable standard.  Mr. Smoldon explained that 
SRP has a Board elected by the shareholders of Salt River Project who are landowners who own 
water rights to their property.  The system is self-imposed; however, the Legislature is the 
ultimate regulator of SRP. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding the fact that there is no natural gas storage in Arizona.   
Mr. Smoldon stated that, although Arizona has good transmission lines for natural gas, it cannot 
maintain its own supply and that storage must be developed in the next several years. 
 
In response to a question about climate change, Mr. Smoldon stated that increase in CO2 is the 
big issue and that SRP is working to reduce dependence upon fossil fuels, thereby reducing the 
amount of CO2 released into the atmosphere. 
 
Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 3:11 p.m. 
 
 

__________________________________________ 
Jane Dooley, Committee Secretary 
February 10, 2011 

 
(Original minutes, attachments and audio on file in the Office of the Chief Clerk; video archives 
available at http://www.azleg.gov) 
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