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Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of Arizona, the 1 
Senate concurring: 2 
1.  Under the power of the referendum, as vested in the Legislature, 3 

the following measure, relating to early childhood development and health 4 
programs, is enacted to become valid as a law if approved by the voters and 5 
on proclamation of the Governor: 6 

AN ACT 7 
AMENDING SECTIONS 8-1152, 8-1161, 8-1162, 8-1171 AND 8-1185, 8 
ARIZONA REVISED STATUTES; RELATING TO EARLY CHILDHOOD 9 
DEVELOPMENT AND HEALTH PROGRAMS. 10 
Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona: 11 

Section 1.  Section 8-1152, Arizona Revised Statutes, is 12 
amended to read: 13 

8-1152.  Definitions 14 
In this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires: 15 
1.  "Board" means the Arizona early childhood development 16 

and health board established by this chapter. 17 
2.  "Early childhood development and health programs" 18 

means programs and services provided to children prior to AND 19 
THEIR FAMILIES BEFORE kindergarten AND TO PUPILS IN KINDERGARTEN 20 
PROGRAMS AND GRADES ONE, TWO AND THREE and their families for 21 
the purpose of assisting child development by providing 22 
education and other support, including parent and family support 23 
programs, child care, preschool, health screenings and access to 24 
preventive health services.  25 

Sec. 2.  Section 8-1161, Arizona Revised Statutes, is 26 
amended to read: 27 

8-1161.  Responsibilities of regional partnership 28 
councils; duty to report; compliance with 29 
procurement code 30 

A.  Each regional partnership council shall identify the 31 
assets available for early childhood development and health 32 
programs in its region, including opportunities for coordination 33 
and use of other available funding sources. 34 

B.  Based on that information, each regional partnership 35 
council shall identify and prioritize the unmet need for early 36 
childhood development and health programs in its region. 37 

C.  Each regional partnership council shall submit a 38 
report detailing assets, coordination opportunities and unmet 39 
needs to the board biannually.  The regional partnership 40 
council's needs and assets assessment shall be forwarded to the 41 
board for final approval no later than September 1 of each 42 
even-numbered year, beginning in 2008.  The board shall have 43 
discretion to approve or reject a council's assessment in whole 44 
or in part or to require revisions.  The board shall act on all 45 
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needs and assets assessments no later than October 1 of each 1 
even-numbered year, beginning in 2008. 2 

D.  Each regional partnership council shall annually 3 
develop a regional plan for the expenditure, during the next 4 
fiscal year, of funds budgeted by the board pursuant to 8-1184 5 
to meet the needs identified in its region. 6 

1.  A regional funding plan may include programs and 7 
services to be conducted by the council directly as well as 8 
programs and services to be provided by private, public, 9 
governmental and faith-based organizations through funding 10 
grants. 11 

2.  A regional funding plan shall include amounts 12 
requested, if any, to complete the regional needs and assets 13 
assessments required by this section.  These needs and assets 14 
assessments may be funded with monies from the program account 15 
established pursuant to section 8-1181. 16 

3.  AS A CONDITION OF RECEIVING FUNDING FROM THE BOARD, 17 
each regional partnership council shall submit its annual 18 
regional funding plan to the board for approval no later than 19 
January 1 of each year, beginning in 2009.  The board shall have 20 
discretion to MAY approve or reject a council's plan in whole or 21 
in part or to require revisions.  The board shall act on all 22 
regional funding plans no later than February 1 of each year,  23 
beginning in 2009.  24 

E.  After its regional plan has been approved by the 25 
board, each regional partnership council shall conduct the 26 
approved programs directly and/or OR make the approved grants 27 
pursuant to section 8-1173, OR BOTH.  28 

F.  The board may, on a finding of good cause,  MAY 29 
approve needs and assets assessments and regional funding plans 30 
received after the deadlines set forth in this section, 31 
including revised assessments or plans re-submitted RESUBMITTED 32 
in response to board action revising or rejecting a submitted 33 
assessment or plan. 34 

G.  Each regional partnership council shall increase 35 
parents' and providers' access to information about early 36 
childhood development and health programs.  Methods for meeting 37 
this requirement include: 38 

1.  Providing information about the programs and services 39 
provided by the board, the council and grant recipients. 40 

2.  Providing information about existing federal, state, 41 
local and private sources of funding available to improve the 42 
quality of and access to early childhood development and health 43 
programs. 44 
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3.  Providing support and training for early childhood 1 
development and health providers. 2 

4.  Informing providers and parents about licensing and 3 
other requirements for early childhood development and health 4 
providers. 5 

5.  Fostering cooperation among early childhood 6 
development and health providers in order to increase the number 7 
of children and families served and improve outcomes for 8 
children and families served. 9 

H.  Each regional partnership council may solicit private 10 
funds from individuals, corporations and foundations to support 11 
its efforts to improve the quality of and access to early 12 
childhood development and health programs in its region.  The 13 
board must approve any gifts received in response to council 14 
solicitations.  Approved gifts shall be deposited into the 15 
private gifts account of the early childhood development and 16 
health fund pursuant to section 8-1182. 17 

I.  REGIONAL PARTNERSHIP COUNCILS MUST COMPLY WITH THE 18 
PROCUREMENT CODE REQUIREMENTS PRESCRIBED IN TITLE 41, 19 
CHAPTER 23.  20 

Sec. 3.  Section 8-1162, Arizona Revised Statutes, is 21 
amended to read: 22 

8-1162.  Composition of regional partnership councils; 23 
reimbursement of expenses; immunity 24 

A.  Each regional partnership council shall be made up of 25 
eleven members who reside or work in the region, including at 26 
least: 27 

1.  One parent of a child aged WHO IS five YEARS OF AGE or 28 
younger at the time of their THE PARENT'S appointment to the 29 
council. 30 

2.  One child care provider. 31 
3.  One health services provider. 32 
4.  One public school administrator.  For the purposes of 33 

this requirement, charter schools established pursuant to title 34 
15 are considered public schools. 35 

5.  One early childhood educator. 36 
6.  One member of the business community. 37 
7.  One representative of the faith community. 38 
8.  One representative of a philanthropic organization. 39 
9.  If an Indian tribe is located in the region, one 40 

public official or employee or OF a tribal government. 41 
B.  Members of the regional partnership councils shall be 42 

appointed by the board after a public application process and 43 
with the input of the regional partnership council. 44 



HCR 2050 
 
 
 
 

 - 4 - 

C.  Members of the regional partnership councils shall 1 
serve four year terms, to begin and end July 1. 2 

D.  Members of the regional partnership council who miss 3 
more than three meetings without excuse or resign their 4 
membership shall be replaced by the board after a public 5 
application process and with the input of the regional 6 
partnership council. 7 

E.  Council members are not eligible to receive 8 
compensation, they are eligible for travel expenses and 9 
reimbursement for subsistence pursuant to title 38, chapter 4, 10 
article 2.  Reimbursement shall be paid from the administrative 11 
costs account of the early childhood development and health fund 12 
established by section 8-1181 on claims approved by the 13 
executive director. 14 

F.  Members of the council are immune from personal 15 
liability with respect to all acts done and actions taken in 16 
good faith within the scope of their authority during duly 17 
constituted regular and special meetings with approval of a 18 
majority of the council. 19 

G.  A COUNCIL MEMBER AND A COUNCIL MEMBER'S IMMEDIATE 20 
FAMILY MAY NOT BE AN EMPLOYEE OR A CONTRACTOR OF ANY ENTITY THAT 21 
CONTRACTS WITH THE COUNCIL OR THE BOARD.  A COUNCIL MEMBER AND A 22 
COUNCIL MEMBER'S IMMEDIATE FAMILY MAY NOT BENEFIT MONETARILY 23 
FROM A CONTRACT ENTERED INTO BY THE COUNCIL OR THE BOARD.  FOR 24 
THE PURPOSES OF THIS SUBSECTION, "IMMEDIATE FAMILY" MEANS A 25 
SPOUSE, CHILD, SIBLING, PARENT, GRANDPARENT, GRANDCHILD, 26 
STEPPARENT, STEPCHILD OR STEPSIBLING WHETHER RELATED BY ADOPTION 27 
OR BLOOD.  28 

Sec. 4.  Section 8-1171, Arizona Revised Statutes, is 29 
amended to read: 30 

8-1171.  Regional and statewide direct and grant program 31 
requirements; permitted objectives 32 

Programs undertaken by the board and the regional 33 
partnership councils, either directly or through the award of 34 
grants, shall accomplish one or more of the following 35 
objectives: 36 

1.  Improving the quality of early childhood development 37 
and health programs. 38 

2.  Increasing access to quality early childhood 39 
development and health programs. 40 

3.  Increasing access to preventive health care and health 41 
screenings for children through age five. 42 

4.  Offering parent and family support and education 43 
concerning early child development and literacy. 44 
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5.  Providing professional development and training for 1 
early childhood development and health providers. 2 

6.  Increasing coordination of early childhood development 3 
and health programs and public information about the importance 4 
of early childhood development and health. 5 

7.  INCREASING CHILD LITERACY.  6 
Sec. 5.  Section 8-1185, Arizona Revised Statutes, is 7 

amended to read: 8 
8-1185.  Allocation of funds 9 
A.  Of the monies expended in a fiscal year from the 10 

program account of the early childhood development and health 11 
fund established by section 8-1181, no more than ten percent 12 
FIFTY PER CENT may be used to fund statewide grants or programs 13 
undertaken directly by the board pursuant to section 8-1192. 14 

B.  Of the monies in the program account used to fund 15 
approved regional plans in a fiscal year, thirty-five percent 16 
PER CENT must be provided to fund regional plans based on the 17 
population of children aged five YEARS OF AGE and younger in the 18 
region.  Forty percent PER CENT must be provided to fund 19 
regional plans based on the population of children aged five 20 
YEARS OF AGE and younger in the region whose family income does 21 
not exceed one hundred percent PER CENT of the federal poverty 22 
guidelines LEVEL as defined by IN section 46-801(9).  The 23 
remaining twenty-five percent PER CENT may be used to fund 24 
regional programs without consideration of regional population. 25 
For the purpose of this section, the board shall estimate 26 
population based on available information and using a method 27 
chosen at its discretion.  28 
2.  The secretary of state shall submit this proposition to the voters 29 

at the next general election as provided by article IV, part 1, section 1, 30 
Constitution of Arizona. 31 
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