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Chairman Pearce called the meeting to order at 3:02 p.m. and attendance was noted. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Senator Pearce stated that without objection, the minutes of April 6, 2010 were 
approved.  

 
Senator Pearce announced that Senator Steve Pierce and Senator Frank Antenori were in 
attendance at this meeting. 
 
PRESENTATIONS:  RECLAIMING OUR BORDER 
 
Overview 
 
Bas Aja, Director of Public Policy, Arizona Cattlemen's Association, distributed “2010 Arizona 
Cattle Growers’ Association; Restore Our Border (ROB) Security Plan” (Attachment A).  He explained 
the circumstances that have brought the many stakeholders together and a possible plan to 
constructively solve the border security crisis.  Mr. Aja answered questions posed by the committee. 
 
Don Kimble, Rancher, Douglas, Arizona, read a tribute to Robert Krentz (Attachment B) a Southern 
Arizona Rancher who was murdered.  Mr. Kimble explained the dangers that he, his family and 
neighbors face each day.  He discussed a comprehensive plan to secure the national border and 
answered questions posed by the committee. 
 
Gary Thrasher, Rancher, Southern Arizona, discussed crimes and dangers in Southern Arizona 
near the national border with Mexico.  He explained about problems with the current law enforcement 
situation.  Mr. Thrasher described the crimes that have been committed against him, his family and 
property.  He explained property damage and the costs associated with it.  Mr. Thrasher answered 
questions posed by the committee. 
 
John Ladd, Rancher, Sierra Vista, Arizona, stated that his family has lived on his land since 1896 
and that the situation is getting continually worse.  He explained the dangers that his family deals with 
on a daily basis and that he has asked the state and federal governments for help and nothing has 
been done to make the area safe.  Mr. Ladd stated that people are being killed and something needs 
to be done immediately.  He answered questions posed by the committee. 
 
Mary Jo Rideout, Rancher, Red Rock, Arizona, told of crimes committed against her family and 
area residents.  She told of people being killed, animals being killed, and property being destroyed.  
Ms. Rideout discussed that law enforcement can’t or won’t confront criminals and can’t use deadly 
force to protect.  She told of federal road signs that say travel at your own risk.  She answered 
questions posed by the committee. 
 
Tom Kay, Rancher, Nogales, Arizona, explained that the Border Patrol is trying to do their job but 
have orders that restrict what they can do.  He stated that three years ago when the National Guard 
was on the border, they could spot people but do nothing to stop them.  He discussed technology in 
use and the need for more and better technology.  Mr. Kay answered questions posed by the 
committee. 
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Gary Brasher, 5th Generation Rancher, Green Valley, Arizona, explained that people in Southern 
Arizona can’t do many things people normally do, such as have a party, walk their animals and go 
see family due to gun fire and threats against property.  He discussed various kinds of defenses that 
could be used to make the border more secure and the area residents safer.  He said something 
needs to be done now. 
 
The committee discussed the need to stop the drugs and violence as soon as possible and possible 
ways to handle it. 
 
Senator Pearce read a letter sent by a resident of the border area telling of the dangers and 
hardships that his family has endured during the past eight years due to the criminal activities coming 
across the border (Attachment C). 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:37 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Shelley Ponce 
Committee Secretary 

 
 
(Audio recordings and attachments on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115. Audio 
archives are available at http://www.azleg.gov)  
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