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ATTENDANCE BILLS 

 

Committee Members Pr Ab Ex Bill Number Disposition 
Senator Allen C. X   SB 1127 HELD 
Senator Alvarez X   SB 1350 DP 
Senator Burton Cahill X   SCR 1020 DPA 
Senator Hale X   SCR 1021 DPA 
Senator Verschoor X   SCR 1056 DPA 
Senator Nelson, Vice-Chairman X     
Senator Melvin, Chairman X     
      
      
      
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS 
Name Position Recommendation 
Gilbert Orrantia Director, Arizona Department of Homeland Security CONFIRMATION 
Mark Gerard Gaspers Arizona Aerospace and Defense Commission CONFIRMATION 
Martin A. Martinez Arizona Aerospace and Defense Commission CONFIRMATION 
Richard Harold Roellig Arizona Aerospace and Defense Commission CONFIRMATION 
Robin Renae Sobotta Arizona Aerospace and Defense Commission CONFIRMATION 
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Chairman Melvin called the meeting to order at 1:52 p.m. and attendance was taken. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Senator Melvin moved the minutes of February 3, 2010 be approved.  Without objection, 
the minutes were approved as distributed. 

EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS 

Gilbert Orrantia - Director, Arizona Department of Homeland Security - CONFIRMATION 
RECOMMENDED 

Mr. Orrantia reviewed his resume and answered questions posed by the members. 

Senator Nelson announced the following individuals were present in support of Gilbert Orrantia: Larry 
Lucero, Manager Governmental Affairs, Tucson Electric Power Co; Billy Larson, 
Member/ABATE-MMA, AZ., representing self; Ana Maria Tomchek, Program Project Specialist 
II, Department of Juvenile Corrections (Attachment A). 

Ray Churay, Deputy Director, MCSO, Maricopa County Sheriff’s Office, testified in support of Mr. 
Orrantia. 

Senator Nelson moved the Committee on Veterans and Military Affairs recommend to 
the full Senate the CONFIRMATION of Gilbert Orrantia as Director of the Arizona 
Department of Homeland Security. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-0 
(Attachment 1). 

Senators Allen and Hale explained their votes. 

Mark Gerard Gaspers - Member, Arizona Aerospace and Defense Commission - 
CONFIRMATION RECOMMENDED 

Mr. Gaspers reviewed his resume and answered questions posed by the members. 

Senator Nelson moved the Committee on Veterans and Military Affairs recommend to 
the full Senate the CONFIRMATION of Mark Gerard Gaspers as a Member of the Arizona 
Aerospace and Defense Commission. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-0 
(Attachment 2). 

Martin A. Martinez - Member, Arizona Aerospace and Defense Commission - CONFIRMATION 
RECOMMENDED 

Mr. Martinez reviewed his resume and answered questions posed by the members. 

Senator Nelson moved the Committee on Veterans and Military Affairs recommend to 
the full Senate the CONFIRMATION of Martin A. Martinez as a Member of the Arizona 
Aerospace and Defense Commission. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-0 
(Attachment 3). 

Richard Harold Roellig - Member, Arizona Aerospace and Defense Commission - 
CONFIRMATION RECOMMENDED 

Senator Nelson moved the Committee on Veterans and Military Affairs recommend to 
the full Senate the CONFIRMATION of Richard Harold Roellig as a Member of the 
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Arizona Aerospace and Defense Commission. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote 
of 7-0-0 (Attachment 4). 

Robin Renae Sobotta - Member, Arizona Aerospace and Defense Commission - 
CONFIRMATION RECOMMENDED 

Senator Nelson moved the Committee on Veterans and Military Affairs recommend to 
the full Senate the CONFIRMATION of Robin Renae Sobotta as a Member of the Arizona 
Aerospace and Defense Commission. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-0 
(Attachment 5). 

CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 

SCR 1021 - technical correction; universities; admissions - DO PASS AMENDED 

 
Megan Selvey, Veterans and Military Affairs Committee Intern, explained SCR 1021 and 
answered questions posed by the committee. 
 
Bill Boyd, Veterans and Military Affairs Committee Research Analyst, explained the 7-line Melvin 
amendment dated 02/24/10 at 9:17 a.m. 
 

Senator Nelson moved SCR 1021 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Nelson moved the 17-line Melvin amendment dated 2/22/10 at 2:29 p.m. 
(Attachment B) be ADOPTED. The motion CARRIED by a voice vote. 

 
Senator Nelson moved the 7-line Melvin amendment dated 2/24/10 at 9:17 a.m. 
(Attachment B) be ADOPTED. The motion CARRIED by a voice vote. 

 
Senator Nelson moved SCR 1021 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 4-3-0 (Attachment 
6). 

 
Senator Burton Cahill explained her vote. 
 
SB 1127 - homestead exemption; amount - HELD 
 
Senator Melvin stated that SB 1127 would be HELD. 
 
SB 1350 - military affairs commission - DO PASS 
 
Bill Boyd, Veterans and Military Affairs Committee Research Analyst, explained SB 1350 
and answered questions posed by the committee. 
 
Senator Nelson, bill sponsor, provided additional information regarding SB 1350. 
 
Lisa A. Atkins, Vice President for Public Policy, Co-Chair, Governor’s & AZ Military Affairs 
Commissions, testified in support of SB 1350 and answered questions posed by the committee. 
 
Senator Nelson noted the individuals that registered their position to speak on the bill (Attachment C). 
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Senator Nelson moved SB 1350 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-0-1 (Attachment 7). 

 
Senator Nelson explained his vote. 
 
SCR 1056 - Vietnam veterans’ memorial day - DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Bill Ritz, Veterans and Military Affairs Committee Assistant Research Analyst, explained 
SCR 1056 and answered questions posed by the committee. 
 

Senator Nelson moved SCR 1056 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 

Senator Nelson moved the 2-line Burton Cahill amendment dated 2/24/10 at 9:23 
a.m. (Attachment D) be ADOPTED. The motion CARRIED by a voice vote. 

 
Senator Gould, sponsor of SCR 1056, provided additional information regarding SCR 1056. 

 
Senator Nelson moved SCR 1056 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-0 (Attachment 
8). 
 

Senator Burton Cahill explained vote. 
 

SCR 1020 - technical correction; state school fund - DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Bill Ritz, Veterans and Military Affairs Committee Assistant Research Analyst, explained 
SCR 1020 and answered questions posed by the committee. 
 
Senator Melvin, sponsor of SCR 1020, provided additional information regarding SCR 1020. 

 
Senator Nelson moved SCR 1020 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 

 
Senator Nelson moved the 31-line Melvin amendment dated 2/19/10 at 9:21 a.m. 
(Attachment E) be ADOPTED. The motion CARRIED by a voice vote. 
 
Senator Nelson moved the 7-line Melvin amendment dated 2/24/10 at 11:03 a.m. 
(Attachment E) be ADOPTED. The motion CARRIED by a voice vote. 

 
Senator Nelson moved SCR 1020 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-0-2 (Attachment 
9). 

 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:02 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Shannon Rodriguez 
Committee Secretary 

(Audio recordings and attachments on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115. Audio 
archives are available at http://www.azleg.gov) 
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