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    COMMITTEE  

SECRETARY: 
 
Shelley Ponce 

 

ATTENDANCE BILLS 

 

Committee Members Pr Ab Ex Bill Number Disposition 
Senator Aboud X   SB 1119 DP 
Senator S. Allen X   SB 1120 DP 
Senator Landrum Taylor X   SB 1121 HELD 
Senator Lopez X     
Senator Paton   X   
Senator L. Gray, Vice-Chairman X     
Senator Huppenthal, Chairman X     
      

PRESENTATIONS 
 
Presentation on Move On When Ready 
 Sybil Francis, Executive Director, Center for the Future of Arizona 
Presentation on Arizona State Impact Aid 
 Ron Lee, Legislative Affairs, Native Policy Group 

 
GOVERNOR’S APPOINTMENTS  

   

Name Position Recommendation 

Doublas Anthony Ducey Member, State  Board For Charter Schools CONFIRMATION 
Diane Ortiz-Parsons Member, State Board of Education CONFIRMATION 
Hope E. Leibsohn Member, Family College Savings Program Oversight Committee CONFIRMATION 
Michael Robert Rooney Member, Family College Savings Program Oversight Committee CONFIRMATION 
Catherine Ann Koluch Member, Commission for Postsecondary Education CONFIRMATION 
Holly Helscher Member, State Board for Private Postsecondary Education CONFIRMATION 
Williams Massey Foley Johnson Member, School Facilities Board CONFIRMATION 
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Chairman Huppenthal called the meeting to order at 1:45 p.m. and attendance was taken. 
 
PRESENTATION 
 
Presentation on “Move On When Ready” 
 
Sybil Francis, Executive Director, Center for the Future of Arizona, distributed “Board 
Examination Systems” (Attachment A) and explained the program and its implementation. 
 
EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS 
 
Douglas Anthony Ducey – Member, State Board for Charter Schools – CONFIRMATION 
RECOMMENDED  
 
Mr. Ducey reviewed his resume and answered questions posed by the committee. 
 

Senator Gray moved the Committee on Education Accountability and Reform 
recommend to the full Senate the CONFIRMATION of Douglas Anthony Ducey as 
a Member of the State Board for Charter Schools.  The motion CARRIED by a roll 
call vote of 6-0-1 (Attachment 1). 

 
Diane Ortiz-Parsons – Member, State Board of Education – CONFIRMATION RECOMMENDED 
  
Ms. Ortiz-Parsons reviewed her resume and answered questions posed by the committee. 
 

Senator Gray moved the Committee on Education Accountability and Reform 
recommend to the full Senate the CONFIRMATION of Diane Ortiz-Parsons as a 
Member of the State Board of Education.  The motion CARRIED by a roll call vote 
of 6-0-1 (Attachment 2). 

 
Senator Landrum Taylor explained her vote. 
 
Senator Gray noted the persons who registered their position on the nomination (Attachment B). 
 
Catherine Ann Koluch – Member, Commission for Postsecondary Education – 
CONFIRMATION RECOMMENDED 
 
Ms. Koluch reviewed her resume and answered questions posed by the committee. 
 

Senator Gray moved the Committee on Education Accountability and Reform 
recommend to the full Senate the CONFIRMATION of Catherine Ann Koluch as a 
Member of the Commission for Postsecondary Education.  The motion CARRIED 
by a roll call vote of 6-0-1 (Attachment 3). 

 
Hope E. Leibsohn – Member, Family College Savings Program Oversight Committee – 
CONFIRMATION RECOMMENDED 
 
Ms. Leibsohn reviewed her resume and answered questions posed by the committee. 
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Senator Gray moved the Committee on Education Accountability and Reform 
recommend to the full Senate the CONFIRMATION of Hope E. Leibsohn as a 
Member of the Family College Savings Program Oversight Committee.  The 
motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 6-0-1 (Attachment 4). 

 
Michael Robert Rooney – Member, Family College Savings Program Oversight Committee – 
CONFIRMATION RECOMMENDED 
 
Mr. Rooney reviewed his resume and answered questions posed by the committee. 
 

Senator Gray moved the Committee on Education Accountability and Reform 
recommend to the full Senate the CONFIRMATION of Michael Robert Rooney as a 
Member of the Family College Savings Program Oversight Committee.  The 
motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 6-0-1 (Attachment 5). 

 
Senator Huppenthal explained his vote. 
 
Holly Helscher – Member, State Board for Private Postsecondary Education – CONFIRMATION 
RECOMMENDED 
 
Ms. Helscher reviewed her resume and answered questions posed by the committee. 
 

Senator Gray moved the Committee on Education Accountability and Reform 
recommend to the full Senate the CONFIRMATION of Holly Helscher as a Member 
of the State Board for Private Postsecondary Education.  The motion CARRIED by 
a roll call vote of 6-0-1 (Attachment 6). 

 
Williams Massey Foley Johnson – Member, School Facilities Board – CONFIRMATION 
RECOMMENDED 
 
Mr. Johnson reviewed his resume and answered questions posed by the committee. 
 

Senator Gray moved the Committee on Education Accountability and Reform 
recommend to the full Senate the CONFIRMATION of Williams Massey Foley 
Johnson as a Member of the School Facilities Board.  The motion CARRIED by a 
roll call vote of 6-0-1 (Attachment 7). 

 
PRESENTATION 
 
Presentation on Arizona State Impact Aid 
 
Ron Lee, Legislative Affairs, Native Policy Group, distributed “Arizona State Impact Aid 
Association” (Attachment C) and discussed Impact Aid and public schools on Indian land. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
SB 1119 – tack force; K-3 accountability; assessments – DO PASS 
 
Stacey Morley, Education Accountability and Reform Research Analyst, explained SB 1119. 
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Art Harding, Legislative Liaison, Arizona Department of Education, answered questions posed 
by the committee. 
 
Senator Gray noted individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 

Senator Gray moved SB 1119 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  The 
motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 6-0-1 (Attachment 8). 

 
Senators Landrum Taylor and Lopez explained their votes. 
 
SB 1120 – teacher student loan program; expansion – DO PASS 
 
Kenneth Contrata, Education Accountability and Reform Committee Intern, explained SB 1120. 
 
Senator Gray noted individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 
Norman Moore, Attorney, Independent Colleges & Universities of Arizona (ICUA), testified in 
support of SB 1120. 
 

Senator Gray moved SB 1120 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  The 
motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 5-1-1 (Attachment 9). 

 
SB 1121 – school districts; carryforward balance – HELD 
 
Senator Huppenthal stated that due to time restrictions SB 1121 would be HELD. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:05 a.m. 
 
 
  Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
 

Shelley Ponce 
Committee Secretary 

 
(Audio recordings and attachments on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115. Audio 
archives are available at http://www.azleg.gov)  
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