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ARIZONA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Forty-ninth Legislature – Second Regular Session 

 
COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES  

AND RURAL AFFAIRS 
 

Minutes of Meeting 
Monday, March 29, 2010 

House Hearing Room 4  --  2:00 p.m. 
 
Chairman Konopnicki called the meeting to order at 3:57 p.m. and attendance was noted by the 
secretary. 
 

Members Present 
 
Mr. Deschene  Mrs. Pancrazi Mr. Jones, Vice-Chairman 
Ms. Fleming Mr. Pratt Mr. Konopnicki, Chairman 
Mr. McComish   
 

Members Absent 
 
Mr. Weiers JP   
 

Committee Action 
 
SB1154 – NOT ASSIGNED SB1349 – DP (7-0-0-1) 
SB1253 – DPA (7-0-0-1)  
 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
SB1154 - technical correction; estates – NOT ASSIGNED 
 
SB1349 - state parks; request for information (NOW: state parks; management) – DO PASS 
 

Vice-Chairman Jones moved that SB1349 do pass. 
 

Diane Lenkowsky, House Majority Intern, explained that SB1349 is an emergency measure that 
allows the State Parks Board to contract with public or private entities or an Indian tribe to 
operate state parks (Attachment 1). 
 
Senator Barbara Leff, sponsor, stressed that Arizona is an outdoor state and she urged the 
Members’ support of SB1349 to keep the state parks open. 
 
Byron Schlomach, Goldwater Institute, stated his support for the bill, which turns to the private 
sector to help preserve the parks. 
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Jay Ziemann, Assistant Director, Arizona State Parks Board, testified in support of SB1349, 
stressing that Arizona must keep its state parks open and that this legislation will help. 
 

Question was called on the motion that SB1349 do pass.  The motion carried 
by a roll call vote of 7-0-0-1 (Attachment 2). 

 
SB1253 -  fire districts; dissolution process – DO PASS AMENDED 
 

Vice-Chairman Jones moved that SB1253 do pass. 
 
Vice-Chairman Jones moved that the Jones two-page amendment dated 
03/26/10 (Attachment 3) be adopted. 

 
Thomas Adkins, Majority Research Analyst, explained that SB1253 revises the method for 
dissolving a fire district and revises the petition process for the creation of a fire district 
(Attachment 4).  He explained that the Jones amendment allows the Board of Supervisors to 
require the person who submits the dissolution statement to submit a reasonable bond to cover 
county costs if the district ends up not being dissolved. 
 
Ms. Fleming asked if there is a time limit associated with the vote to dissolve.  Mr. Adkins 
replied that a hearing must be set up no more than 30 days after receipt of the petition. 
 
Mr. Pratt asked for clarification if this is a decision by the Board of Supervisors or a certification 
of election.  Mr. Adkins replied that the vote by the Board would be the decision. 
 
Mrs. Pancrazi, co-sponsor, stated that this proposed legislation was requested by her constituents 
and that she supports the Jones amendment. 
 
George Nault, La Paz County Assessor, spoke in support of SB1253.  He explained that the 
visiting “snowbirds” who cannot vote but are vital to the economics of the Arizona community 
still need the services of the fire district. 
 
Joseph Dewolf, Chief, Sonoita Elgin Fire District, stated his support for the legislation, 
explaining that his district was formed in 2006. 
 
Vice-Chairman Jones announced the names of those who signed up in favor of SB1253 but did 
not speak:  
Jennifer Schuldt, Senior Research Analyst, Arizona Tax Research Association 
John Flynn, Arizona Fire District Association 
Lee Miller, Lobbyist, Arizona Fire District Association 
Deborah Walliser, Executive Director, representing self 
Gretchen Kitchel, Pinnacle West Capital Corporation 
Penny Allee Taylor, Government Affairs, Southwest Gas Corporation 
Todd Madeksza, Director of Legislative Affairs, County Supervisors Association 
 

Question was called on the motion that the Jones two-page amendment dated 
03/26/10 (Attachment 3) be adopted.  The motion carried. 
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Vice-Chairman Jones moved that SB1253 as amended do pass.  The motion 
carried by a roll call vote of 7-0-0-1 (Attachment 5). 

 
Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 4:40 p.m. 
 
 

_________________________________________ 
Jane Dooley, Committee Secretary 
March 31, 2010 

 
(Original minutes, attachments and audio on file in the Office of the Chief Clerk;  video archives 
available at http://www.azleg.gov) 
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