ARIZONA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Forty-ninth Legislature — Second Regular Session

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT
Minutes of Meeting

Tuesday, March 23, 2010
House Hearing Room 5 -- 2:00 p.m.

Chairman Barnes called the meeting to order at 3:24 p.m. and attendance was noted by the
secretary.

M ember s Present
Mr. Jones Ms. Reeve Mr. Barnes, Chairman
Mrs. McGuire Mr. Pratt, Vice-Chairman

Members Absent
Mr. Ableser Ms. GarciaM Mrs. Mason (excused)

Committee Action

SB1277 — DP (5-0-0-3) SB1408 — DP (5-0-0-3)

CONSIDERATION OFBILLS:

SB1277 — maximum daily load program; continuation — DO PASS

Justin Riches, Majority Research Analyst, advised that SB1277 continues the Total Maximum
Daily Load (TMDL) program, administered by the Arizona Department of Environmental
Quality (ADEQ) for 10 years through July 1, 2020 (Attachment 1).

Vice-Chairman Pratt announced the names of those who signed up in support of SB1277 but did
not speak:

Jm Buster, Legidative Liaison, Arizona Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ)

Sydney Hay, Arizona Mining Association

Molly Greene, Lobbyist, SRP

Vice-Chairman Pratt moved that SB1277 do pass. The motion carried by a
roll call vote of 5-0-0-3 (Attachment 2).
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SB1408 — agricultural best management; dust; districtcs— DO PASS

Nicolas Roser, Majority Intern, explained that SB1408 modifies the definition and terms of an
agricultural general permit and regulated agricultural activities (Attachment 3). The bill adds
reductions in PM-10 particulate emissions from an irrigation district governed by the Arizona
Revised Statutes (A.R.S.) on Irrigation and Water Conservation Districts to the best management
practices that mean agricultural general permit. The bill specifies that the reductions be made
for practices relating to unpaved road and canal operation. In addition, it specifies that regulated
agricultural activities apply only to areas established after June 1, 2009.

Chairman Barnes advised that after the Clean Air bill was passed in 2007, a computer model set
out what the state had to do to come into compliance with the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA).

Senator Al Melvin, sponsor, related that this bill basically makes irrigation districts with
agricultural best management practices consistent with the rest of the agricultural community.
He noted the lack of opposition to the bill when it was heard in the Senate.

Nick Simonetta, Government Affairs Consultant, Central Arizona lrrigation and Drainage
Didtrict, in support of SB1408, advised that the final vote in the Senate was 19 ayes and 9 nays.
Opposition came from the Sierra Club who had an issue with what it perceived as a limit to best
management practices regulation, and from the Home Builders Association of Central Arizona
because of the best management practices provision. He noted that best management practices
for agricultural operations modeling is used across the country in nonattainment areas for dust
suppression issues. Agriculture is the main industry in the more rural parts of the state and it is
very important to protect the industry while dealing with the dust issue in a regulated manner
which the best management practices have done.

In response to Chairman Barnes' question about control, Mr. Simonetta answered that this
measure provides consistency with regard to agriculture.

Vice-Chairman Pratt announced the names of those who signed up in support of SB1408 but did

not speak:

Robert Shuler, Roosevelt Water Conservation District

Jm Buster, Legidative Liaison, Arizona Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ)

Chris Udall, Executive Director, Agri-Business Council of Arizona

Grant Ward, General Manager, Santa Cruz Water & Power Districts Association, Maricopa-
Stanfield Irrigation District

Paul Orme, Attorney, Central Arizona & Maricopa-Stanfield Irrigation District

Brian Betcher, Genera Manager, Maricopa-Stanfield Irrigation District

Brett Benedict, Director of Financial Services, representing self

Robert Lynch, Attorney, Irrigation & Electrical Districts Association.of Arizona

Dan Thelander, Maricopa-Stanfield Irrigation District

Rom McEachern, General Manager, Central Arizona Irrigation and Drainage District

Cliff Cauthen, General Manager, Hohokam Irrigation District

Joe Sigg, Lobbyist, Arizona Farm Bureau

Jm Hartdegen, Maricopa-Stanfield Irrigation District

Philip Bashaw, Arizona Farm Bureau Federation
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Vice-Chairman Pratt announced the names of those who signed up in opposition to SB1408 but
did not speak:

Michael Fiflis, representing self

AlisaMcMahon, representing self

Sandy Bahr, Conservation Director, Sierra Club - Grand Canyon Chapter

Spencer Kamps, Deputy Director, Home Builders Association of Central Arizona

Vice-Chairman Pratt moved that SB1408 do pass. The motion carried by a
roll call vote of 5-0-0-3 (Attachment 4).

Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 3:40 p.m.

Joanne Bell, Committee Secretary
March 24, 2010

(Original minutes, attachments and audio on file in the Chief Clerk’s Office; video archives
available at http://www.azleg.gov)
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