
  

 
  COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION 
 AND INFRASTRUCTURE 
   February 11, 2010 

ARIZONA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Forty-ninth Legislature – Second Regular Session 

 
 

COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE 
 

Minutes of Meeting 
Thursday, February 11, 2010 

House Hearing Room 3  --  9:00 a.m. 
 
 
Chairman Biggs called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and attendance was noted by the 
secretary. 
 

Members Present 
 
Mrs. Burges Mrs. McLain Ms. Waters 
Mr. Crump Mr. Meyer Mr. Biggs, Chairman 
Mr. Farley   
   
 

Members Absent 
 
Mr. Antenori, Vice-Chairman   
 

Committee Action 
 
HB2005 – DP (4-2-0-2) HB2625 – DPA (6-1-0-1) 
HB2431 – HELD HB2645 – DP (7-0-0-1) 
HB2534 – DP (4-3-0-1)  
 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
HB2431 – written accident reports; motor vehicles – HELD 
 

Chairman Biggs announced HB2431 will be held 
 
HB2645 – rest area maintenance; ADOT agreements – DO PASS 
 
 Mr. Gowan moved that HB2645 do pass. 
 
Nick Roser, Majority Research Intern, explained that HB2645 allows the Arizona Department of 
Transportation (ADOT) to make agreements with counties, cities, towns, or private entities for 
the improvement and maintenance of rest areas (Attachment 1).    
 
Representative David Patterson, sponsor, stated that many of his constituents are upset with the 
closure of rest areas along the highways and would like to see ADOT reopen them. 
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Mrs. McLain asked if there will be any charge to use bathrooms in rest areas.  Representative 
Patterson confirmed that is the intent and he is willing to amend the bill. 
 
Mr. Gowan announced the names of those who signed up in support of HB2645 but did not 
speak: 
Bryan Ginter, representing self 
Karen Rasmussen, President, Arizona Trucking Association 
Wendy Briggs, Lobbyist, Arizona Trucking Association 
 
Mr. Gowan announced the names of those signed who up as neutral to HB2645, but did not 
speak: 
Jen Sweeney, Government Affairs Director, Arizona Association of Counties 
 

Question was called on the motion that HB2645 do pass.  The motion carried 
by a roll call vote of (7-0-0-1) (Attachment 2). 

 
HB2625 – STAN subaccount; city reimbursement – DO PASS AMENDED 
 

Mr. Gowan moved that HB2625 do pass 
 
Mr. Gowan moved that the three-line Biggs amendment dated 2/10/10 be 
adopted (Attachment 3). 

 
Justin Riches, Majority Research Analyst, explained that HB2625 specifies that a city or town 
that receives monies from the Roads of Regional Significance Congestion Mitigation (RRSCM) 
account before July 1, 2012 is not required to reimburse the account if state revenues exceed 
expenditures in fiscal year (FY) 2015 – 2016 (Attachment 4) and explained the amendment. 
 
Mr. Meyer asked for the definition of “economically solvent”.  Discussion ensued regarding the 
definition, history of STAN accounts, and debt repayment. 
 
Art Sanders, Mayor of Queen Creek, testified in support of HB2625.  Mr. Sanders stated that the 
roads leading in and out of Queen Creek had nearly two-hour backups every day.  Mr. Sanders 
went on to explain that the community needed funds for transportation immediately, although the 
city thought the funds were considered a grant, not a loan. 
 
Mr. Meyer asked if impact fees are charged by the city for infrastructure improvements.  Mr. 
Sanders responded that yes, the city collects impact fees, but the county roads were not annexed 
by the city. 
 
Mr. Gowan asked how much needs to be repaid for the roads.  Mr. Sanders deferred the question 
to Mr. Kross. 
 
John Kross, Town Manager, Town of Queen Creek, testified in support of HB2625.  Mr. Kross 
responded that the total cost will be roughly $10 million dollars. 
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Mr. Meyer stated that many schools are having building projects delayed, and upon resuming the 
projects are only being funded at 2005-2006 levels.  Discussion ensued regarding whether the 
funds were a grant or a loan and whether other recipients have been forced to repay. 
 
Kevin Biestey, Legislative Liaison, Arizona Department of Transportation, explained that the 
funds being discussed are state general funds, not federal funds, which were moved into a 
highway account to be used for highway purposes and allocated according to current statutes.   
 
Discussion ensued regarding the differences in highway fund accounts, how the accounts are 
funded, and how different municipalities benefitted from the highway funds.  
 
Mike Williams, Town of Queen Creek, testified in support of HB2625.  Mr. Williams testified 
that the two-lane road going through Queen Creek was not going to be updated for many years, 
and it was creating a safety hazard due to very high traffic volume.  
 
Chairman Biggs announced the names of those who signed up in support of HB2625 but did not 
speak: 
Theresa Ulmer, Consultant, Town of Queen Creek 
Eric Emmert, East Valley Chambers of Commerce Alliance 
 
Chairman Biggs announced the names of those who signed up in opposition to HB2625 but did 
not speak: 
Bryan Ginter, representing self 
 

Question was called on the motion that the three-line Biggs amendment 
dated 2/10/10 be adopted (Attachment 3).  The motion carried. 
 
Mr. Gowan moved that HB2625 as amended do pass.  The motion carried by 
a roll call vote of 6-1-0-1 (Attachment 5).  

 
HB2534 – traffic complaints; social security number – DO PASS 
 
 Mr. Gowan moved that HB2534 do pass. 
 
Justin Riches, Majority Research Analyst, explained that HB2534 prohibits a traffic complaint 
from containing a person’s social security number (Attachment 6). 
 
Mr. Gowan, sponsor, stated that he sponsored this legislation after he was approached by a 
constituent who received a speeding ticket that had his social security number written on it.  Due 
to identity theft concerns, the number of copies made, and the number of people who view the 
tickets, Mr. Gowan would like to prohibit putting social security numbers on traffic citations.  
  
Kevin Biestey, Legislative Liaison, Arizona Department of Transportation, explained that 
driver’s license numbers used to be social security numbers, and there are still roughly 300,000 
people who still have their social security number printed on their driver’s license. 
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John Ortolano, AZ Fraternal Order of Police, testified in opposition to HB2534.  Mr. Ortolano 
testified that social security numbers are used to help identify people who do not have proper 
identification with them.  Mr. Ortolano went on to explain how similar looking siblings would 
often claim to be their brother or sister to avoid warrants, but often do not have the social 
security number memorized. 
 
Mr. Gowan asked what tools would be taken away from officers by HB2534.  Mr. Ortolano 
responded that they would not be able to have the social security number identifier documented 
on the citations.  Discussion ensued regarding the effect of HB2534, identity theft, and use of 
identifying information for suspects. 
 
Jerry Landau, Government Affairs Director, Arizona Supreme Court, testified as neutral to 
HB2534.  Mr. Landau explained the different types of traffic tickets and their uses and the 
different needs of misdemeanor and criminal charges.  Mr. Landau went on to explain that 
having social security numbers on the citations aids in collection efforts on people who receive 
judgments from a court. 
 
Chairman Biggs announced the names of those who signed up in support of HB2534 but did not 
speak: 
Ryan Denke, representing self 
Bryan Ginter, representing self 
Shirley Gunther, Intergovernmental Affairs Manager, City of Avondale  
 
Chairman Biggs announced the names of those who signed up in opposition to HB2534 but did 
not speak: 
Don Isaacson, Fraternal Order of Police 
Norman Moore, Fraternal Order of Police 
 

Question was called on the motion that HB2534 do pass.  The motion carried 
by a roll call vote of 4-3-0-1 (Attachment 7). 

 
HB2005 – Arizona masonic fraternity special plates – DO PASS 
 

Mr. Gowan moved that HB2005 do pass. 
 

Nick Roser, Majority Research Intern, explained that HB2005 establishes the Arizona Masonic 
Fraternity Special License Plate (Attachment 8). 
 
Mrs. Burges, sponsor, stated that the Arizona Masonic Fraternity does a large amount of 
community services, including health care and domestic violence shelters.   
 
Chairman Biggs announced the names of those who signed up in support of HB2005 but did not 
speak: 
Bryan Ginter, representing self 
 

Question was called on the motion that HB2005 do pass.  The motion carried 
by a roll call vote of 4-2-0-2 (Attachment 9). 
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Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 10:45 a.m. 
 
 
 

__________________________________ 
Emilio Bascunan, Committee Secretary 
March 15, 2010 

 
 
 
(Original minutes, attachments and audio on file in the Chief Clerk’s Office; video archives 
available at http://www.azleg.gov). 
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