
  

 
  COMMITTEE ON MILITARY AFFAIRS  
 AND PUBLIC SAFETY 
   January 13, 2010 

ARIZONA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Forty-ninth Legislature – Second Regular Session 

 
COMMITTEE ON MILITARY AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC SAFETY 

 
Minutes of Meeting 

Wednesday, January 13, 2010 
House Hearing Room 3  --  9:00 a.m. 

 
 
Chairman Weiers called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and attendance was noted by the 
secretary. 
 

Members Present 
 
Mr. Barnes Mr. Patterson Mr. Gowan, Vice-Chairman 
Mr. Crump Mr. Seel Mr. Weiers JP, Chairman 
Ms. Fleming   
 

Members Absent 
 
Mrs. McGuire   
 

Committee Action 
 
HB2018 – DP (7-0-0-1) HB2043 – DP (7-0-0-1) 
HB2041 – Held by Chairman  
 
 
Chairman Weiers asked staff to introduce themselves: 
 
  Lauren Patheal, Page 
  MJ Bildner, Page 
  Graciela Herrera, Intern, Democratic Staff 
  Nicholas Calderon, Intern, Majority Research Intern 
  Marissa Morabito, Analyst, Democratic Staff 
   Thomas Adkins, Majority Research Analyst 
 
 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS: 
 
HB2041 - peace officers; firearms; school grounds – HELD BY CHAIRMAN 
 

Chairman Weiers announced that HB2041 will be held. 
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HB2018 - state fire safety committee; membership – DO PASS 
 

Vice-Chairman Gowan moved that HB2018 do pass. 
 
Thomas Adkins, Majority Research Analyst, advised that HB2018 is identical to a measure that 
passed out of the House last year.  The bill adds two members to the State Fire Safety 
Committee:  one member who is a fire chief in a fire district of an unincorporated area in a 
county with a population of less than 500,000 persons and one member of the public who is 
engaged in the business of distributing, selling or providing liquid petroleum gas to consumers  
(Attachment 1).  In response to questions, he related that last year’s bill added one member to the 
State Fire Safety Committee and was passed out of this Committee unamended by a vote of  
5 ayes and 3 nays.  A floor amendment added a second member and passed out of the House by a 
vote of 40 ayes and 11 nays. 
 
Those who signed up in support of HB2018 but did not speak: 
Barry Aarons, Arizona Propane Gas Association 
Bryan Ginter, representing self 
John Flynn, Arizona Fire District Association 
 

Question was called on the motion that HB2018 do pass.  The motion carried 
by a roll call vote of 7-0-0-1 (Attachment 2). 

 
HB2043 - law enforcement; duty fitness examination – DO PASS 
 

Vice-Chairman Gowan moved that HB2043 do pass. 
 
Thomas Adkins, Majority Research Analyst, stated that HB2043 requires employers of law 
enforcement officers or probation officers to provide specific information related to mandatory 
fitness for duty examinations if certain criteria are met (Attachment 3).  He advised that the bill 
is identical to the strike-everything amendment this Committee adopted last year.   
 
Representative John Kavanagh, sponsor, testified that HB2043 is the result of negotiations 
between various stakeholders.  Recently, two groups expressed minor issues with the bill.  He 
asked Members to vote the bill out of Committee and said that he will ask the Rules Attorney to 
hold the bill until those issues have been resolved.  He related that representatives of Probation 
Officers expressed concern that law enforcement officers did not have the due process 
protections when a fitness for duty examination was ordered.  The issue pertains more to the 
psychological exam than the physical exam, and relates to the balance between how much 
information the officer receives to defend himself as opposed to the employer protecting the 
confidentiality of witnesses.   
 
Chairman Weiers related that several people that he spoke with assured him that the differences 
were very minute and that issues will be worked out. 
 
Luis Ebratt, President, Arizona Probation Officers Association and Arizona Conference of Police 
& Sheriffs, stated that this is a commonsense approach to allowing the flow of information 
between the employer and the employee as to what recourse the employee may have concerning 
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a fitness for duty examination.  He stated that there were a number of instances in the past when 
information was not shared with employees. 
 
Vice-Chairman Gowan announced the names of those who signed up in support of HB2043 but 
did not speak: 
Chuck Foy, Executive Director, Arizona Correctional Peace Officers Association 
Bryan Ginter, representing self 
 
Vice-Chairman Gowan announced the names of those who signed up as neutral on HB2043 but 
did not speak: 
Susie Stevens, representing Arizona Psychological Association 
Rob Dalager, City of Phoenix Police Department 
Lynn Ideus, Arizona Department of Public Safety 
John Thomas, Arizona Association of Chiefs of Police 
Mike Williams, representing Arizona Police Association 
 

Question was called on the motion that HB2043 do pass.  The motion carried 
by a roll call vote of 7-0-0-1 (Attachment 4). 
 

Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 9:15 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
       ______________________________ 
       Joanne Bell, Committee Secretary 
       January 13, 2010 
 
(Original minutes, attachments and audio on file in the Chief Clerk’s Office; video archives 
available at http://www.azleg.gov) 
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