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FISCAL ANALYSIS

Description

SB 1049 createsa Tier 1 fingerprint clearance card that adds criminal offenses beyond those currently required for an
individual to receive afingerprint clearance card. The bill would also require current and potential adoptive and foster
parents to apply or reapply for Tier 1 cards unless the cardholder has been certified by the court to adopt or has been issued a
foster home license before the effective date of the bill. 1n addition to adoptive and foster parents, the bill would require any
other adult member in the household of an adoptive parent to obtain a Tier 1 fingerprint clearance card.

Estimated | mpact

Thebill is anticipated to result in additional revenue from fingerprint clearance card fees for the Fingerprint Clearance Card
Fund, Board of Fingerprinting Fund and Records Processing Fund. However, the amount of additional revenue that would be
generated is unknown because it is difficult to estimate the number of people who would be required to havea Tier 1
fingerprint clearance card. The bill may also result in an increased workload for the Department of Public Safety (DPS), but
the fees associated with the applications are anticipated to offset these costs. The hill would not result in a General Fund

cost.

Analysis

Currently, statute requires people working with vulnerable populations, including children, the elderly, and those with
developmental disabilities, to obtain fingerprint clearance cards from DPS. The current fees for afingerprint clearance card
fund administrative and processing costs and total $65 for a volunteer and $69 for a non-volunteer. Of these amounts, $20
for avolunteer and $24 for a non-volunteer are deposited in the Records Processing Fund, $7 is deposited in the Board of
Fingerprinting Fund, and the remaining $38 goes to the Fingerprint Clearance Card Fund. Applicants pay the feesto obtain
an original card and to renew acard. It isassumed that the same fee structure would apply for aTier 1 card under SB 1049.

While we do not anticipate afiscal impact from current adoptive and foster parent cardholders reapplying for aTier 1
clearance card, the bill would require an unknown number of other adult members in each household of an adoptive parent to
obtain aTier 1 fingerprint clearance card. Because this population is not required to have a fingerprint clearance card under
current law, the fees collected would increase, resulting in an unknown amount of additional revenue to the funds identified
above.

When an applicant requests afingerprint clearance card, DPS and the Federal Bureau of Investigation perform a state and
federal criminal history check. DPS then compares the criminal historiesto alist of disqualifying offenses as defined in
statute. |If the applicant is qualified, DPS will issue a fingerprint clearance card. Thisbill, however, would add additional
offenses that may preclude an individual from receiving a Tier 1 clearance card. The added offenses address convictions
related to manslaughter, negligent homicide, several feloniesinvolving children, felony drug or alcohol related offenses,
violent crimes, felony domestic violence offenses, felony indecency charges, and terrorism.

Local Government I mpact
None
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