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Chairman Nelson called the meeting to order at 1:40 p.m. and attendance was taken. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
Senator Nelson stated, without objection, the minutes of April 6, 2009 were 
approved. 

 
EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS 
 
Victoria C. Christiansen, State Forester-CONFIRMATION RECOMMENDED 
 
Victoria C. Christiansen gave an overview of her background and answered questions posed by the 
committee. 
 
Senator Pierce announced the individuals who registered their position on the nomination 
(Attachment A). 
 

Senator Pierce moved the Committee on Natural Resources, Infrastructure, and Public 
Debt recommend to the full Senate the CONFIRMATION of Victoria C. Christiansen as 
State Forester. The motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 6-0-1 (Attachment 1). 

 
Thomas Buschatzke, Member, Arizona Water Banking Authority-CONFIRMATION 
RECOMMENDED 
 
Thomas Buschatzke gave an overview of his background and answered questions posed by the 
committee. 
 
Senator Pierce announced the individuals who registered their position on the nomination 
(Attachment A). 
 

Senator Pierce moved the Committee on Natural Resources, Infrastructure, and Public 
Debt recommend to the full Senate the CONFIRMATION of Thomas Buschatzke as a 
Member of the Arizona Water Banking Authority. The motion CARRIED by a roll call vote 
of 6-0-1 (Attachment 2). 

 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
 
Don Butler, Director, Arizona Department of Agriculture (ADA), gave a brief overview of the 
department and introduced the associate directors. 
 
John Caravetta, Associate Director of the Plant Services Division, ADA, reviewed the plant 
services division and its programs. 
 
John Hunt, Associate Director of the Animal Services Division, ADA, gave a presentation 
regarding the animal services division and answered questions posed by the committee. 
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Jack Peterson, Associate Director of the Environmental Services Division, ADA, gave a 
presentation regarding the environmental services division and answered questions posed by the 
committee. 
 
ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION - PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS 
 
John McGee, Chief Financial Officer, Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT), submitted 
a handout entitled, “Public Private Partnerships” (Attachment B) and gave an educational 
presentation regarding public-private partnerships in transportation. He then answered questions 
posed by the committee. 
 
Kevin Beisty, Government Relations Director, ADOT, answered a question regarding rest stop 
closures. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:55 p.m. 
 
 
 Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 Brandon Helton 
 Committee Secretary 
 
(Audio recordings and attachments on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115. 
Audio archives are available at http://www.azsenate.gov)  
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