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Chairman Carolyn Allen called the meeting to order at 9:04 a.m. and attendance was taken. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
Senator Allen stated, without objection, the minutes of March 4, 2009 were 
approved as distributed. 

 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
FEDERAL STIMULUS PACKAGE—REVIEW OF COBRA PREMIUMS 
 
Eden Rolland, Healthcare and Medical Liability Reform Analyst, submitted a handout 
entitled, “Federal Stimulus Package: COBRA Premium Subsidy” (Attachment A), and spoke to 
the committee regarding the application of these subsidies to small businesses.  She then 
answered questions posed by the committee. 
 
ARIZONA LONG TERM CARE—FUNDING AND BUDGET ISSUES 
 
Amy Upston, Joint Legislative Budget Committee Staff, distributed a handout entitled, 
“Long Term Care; Senate Healthcare and Medical Liability Reform Committee” (Attachment B) 
and addressed issues in regards to the Arizona Long Term Care System (ALTCS). She then 
answered questions posed by the committee.  
 
Alan Schafer, ALTCS Manager, Arizona Health Care Cost Containment System (AHCCCS), 
clarified questions in regards to Ms. Upston’s testimony. 
 
Kathleen Collins Pagels, Executive Director, Arizona Health Care Association, submitted a 
handout entitled, “Arizona Health Care Association; Policy Position on 2009 State Budget” 
(Attachment C), and presented her organization’s stance regarding the budget for long term care. 
She then fielded questions posed by the committee. 
 
Jennifer Carusetta, Legislative Liaison, AHCCCS, answered questions posed by the committee in 
regards to nursing home funding. 
 
PUBLIC TESTIMONY 
 
Cindy Leach, Owner, Tucson Nursing Homes, gave testimony on behalf of long term care facility 
owners. 
 
Ken Kidder, Chief Operating Officer, Creative Care, presented testimony regarding funding and 
budget issues for long term care facilities. 
 
Tammy Lake, Certified Nursing Assistant, Sun West Choice, offered her position regarding the 
importance of funding long term care programs. 
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There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:15 a.m. 
 
 Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Brandon Helton 
 Committee Secretary 
 
 
(Audio recordings and attachments on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115. 
Audio archives are available at http://www.azsenate.gov)  
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