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Chairman Paton called the meeting to order at 1:41 p.m. and attendance was taken. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Senator Paton stated, without objection, the minutes of February 23, 2009, were  
approved as distributed. 

 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
DPS Crime Labs 
 
John Thomas, Arizona Association of Chiefs of Police, provided an overview of the new fee 
system that has been implemented for Department of Public Safety (DPS) crime lab services. 
 
Georgene Ramming, Chief, Criminal Justice Support Division, DPS, presented high level 
information regarding the DPS crime lab and answered questions posed by the Committee members. 
 
Todd Griffith, Crime Lab Superintendent, DPS, testified regarding impacts the DPS crime lab has 
on the citizens of Arizona and answered questions posed by the Committee members. 
 
The Impact of Charging Fees to Local Law Enforcement Agencies 
 
Robert DeVries, Chief, Kingman Police Department, provided information regarding the impact 
that charging fees for crime lab services has on local law enforcement agencies and answered 
questions posed by the Committee members. 
 
John Harris, Chief, Sahuarita Police Department, presented information regarding how the      
crime lab fee system has impacted his department and other rural departments. 
 
Steve Waugh, Sheriff, Yavapai County, testified regarding the cooperative efforts among local law 
enforcement agencies and DPS and how charging fees for crime lab services would impact his 
department.  Sheriff Waugh also answered questions posed by the Committee members. 
 
The Importance of the DPS Crime Lab to Arizona Prosecutors 
 
Paul Ahler, Executive Director, Arizona Prosecuting Attorneys’ Advisory Council (APAAC), 
provided a brief overview of APAAC and the concerns APAAC has with charging fees for crime lab 
services, referring to a letter from Sheila Polk, Yavapai County Attorney (Attachment A). 
 
Daisy Flores, Gila County Attorney, testified regarding the importance of the DPS crime lab for 
prosecutors in Gila County and answered questions posed by the Committee members. 
 
Brad Carlyon, Navajo County Attorney, provided specific information as to how the DPS crime lab 
assists prosecutors in Navajo County and answered questions posed by the Committee members. 
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PUBLIC TESTIMONY 
 
Mike Durham, 2nd Spoken Voice, testified in support of relieving all governmental entities from fees 
for forensic and crime lab services and answered questions posed by the Committee members. 
 
Gerald Richard, Special Policy Advisor for Law Enforcement, Arizona Attorney General’s 
Office, testified in opposition to charging governmental entities for any cost for crime lab services. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:00 p.m. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 

        Bill Ritz 
                                                              Committee Secretary 
 
(Audio recordings and attachments on file in the Secretary of Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115.  Audio 
archives are available at http://www.azsenate.gov). 
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