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PREPARED BY: Kimberly Cordes-Sween

FISCAL ANALYSIS

Description

HB 2602 requires the Department of Public Safety (DPS) to allow Child Protective Services (CPS), upon completion of
training, certification and background screening, to access the state criminal records database for the purpose of investigating
reports of child abuse, neglect or exploitation. Prior to receiving access, CPS case workers must provide either afingerprint
card or the name, date of birth and social security number of the person being investigated.

Estimated | mpact

Thisbill could generate additional costs for both agencies, but the fiscal impact of this bill cannot be determined in advance.
The magnitude of this fiscal impact will depend on the amount of resources that CPS will need to gather the necessary
information to access the database and the DPS resources needed to train, certify, and screen CPS caseworkers. These costs
cannot be determined in advance.

The Department of Economic Security (DES) estimates that CPS will incur an annual cost of $420,000 to provide 8 new
caseworkers to collect names, dates of birth and social security numbers for tips reported on their hotline. DES did not
provide a methodology for thislevel of funding. DES, however, did not provide workload estimates to justify thislevel of
staffing.

The Department of Public Safety estimates that this bill will have aminimal fiscal impact to DPS since the department
already hasthe staff in place to provide similar information to other state agencies, asidentified in statute. JLBC Staff
concurs with the department’ s assessment since only asmall number of CPS caseworkers will need to be trained, certified
and screened. DPS has indicated that any additional cost associated with this bill could be absorbed by the agency.

Analysis

The Department of Public Safety maintains the central state repository of criminal justice records and manages the Arizona
Criminal Justice Information System (ACJIS). These criminal records are collected, stored and provided to or exchanged
with criminal justice agencies and other parties under agreements with DPS. Records include personal identification data,
fingerprints, charges, process control numbers, dispositions and other pertinent criminal justice information about the
individual .

Access to the repository and ACJISisrestricted by statute to protect the integrity and confidentiality of criminal justice
records. DPS provides information to various federal, state and local entities that require criminal justice records for various
issues such as verifying criminal history for prospective adoptive parents or guardians, for auditing purposes or law
enforcement needs.

HB 2602 would require DPS to exchange criminal justice information through the repository or ACJIS with CPSin order to
investigate or respond to reports of child abuse, neglect or exploitation, asidentified in the Adam Walsh Protection Act of
2006. Asstated inthebill, prior to receiving access to this information, CPS caseworkers would need to undergo a
background check, training and receive certification provided by DPS. In addition, prior to receiving electronic access, a
fingerprint card or the name, date of birth and social security number of the person being investigated must be provided by
the CPS caseworker.

The Department of Economic Security estimates that there will be an additional General Fund cost of $420,000 to fund 8 new
caseworkers to locate information necessary to meet database access requirements. According to DES, all investigations

(Continued)



requiring access to these DPS maintained criminal records would result from hotline tips about individuals involved with
child abuse, neglect and exploitation. CPS handles an estimated 60,000 hotline calls each year, for which 36,000 reports are
compiled. Each month, DES anticipates that there will be 1,000 CPS access requests needed to investigate these complaints.
It isnot clear how this casel oad relates to the 8 new caseworkers identified in the DES estimated cost impact for this bill.

Since DPS aready has the staff, training, and procedures in place to provide information to CPS casaworkers, DPS
anticipates aminimal fiscal impact with thisbill. Any additional costs could be attributed to screening, certification and
central state repository and ACJIS training of the CPS caseworkers. According to CPS estimates, only 8 caseworkers would
need to be processed by DPS in order to be eligible to receive access to the central repository and ACJIS.

L ocal Government I mpact

None
4/4/08
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