BILL # HB 2470 TITLE: behavior analysts; behaviora health board
SPONSOR: Bradley STATUS. AsAmended by Senate HEALTH

PREPARED BY: Steve Grunig

FISCAL ANALYSIS
Description

As amended by the Senate Health Committee, the bill establishes the Behavior Analyst Board (the Board), consisting of five
board members, to regulate and license the practice of behavior analysisin the state. The bill aso requires the board to
establish application, license, renewal, and other fees to be deposited in the newly created Behavior Analyst Board Fund. As
with other “90-10" boards, 10% of the feeswill be deposited into the General Fund. Lastly, the bill requires the Executive
Director of the State Board of Chiropractic Examiners to serve as the Executive Director of the Behavior Analyst Board, and
requires the staff of the State Board of Chiropractic Examiners to carry out the administrative functions of the Behavior
Anayst Board.

Estimated | mpact

Thehill is estimated to result in asmall level of additional revenues to the General Fund and newly created Behavior Analyst
Board Fund. The precise magnitude of the impact however, cannot be determined in advance as the Board is required to
establish the amount of the new fees related to behavior analysts. There may be only 30-50 behavior analystsin Arizona.

Analysis

HB 2470 would establish a Behavior Analyst Board which consists of five members appointed by the Governor, including
three members that are licensed by the Board, and two members of the public who are not eligible for licensure. Board
members are responsible for regulating and licensing behavior analysts, investigating consumer complaints, and when
necessary, imposing disciplinary action and rehabilitating licensees. The California Department of Developmental Services
defines behavior analysis as “the design, implementation, and evaluation of instructional and environmental modifications to
produce socially significant improvementsin human behavior through skill acquisition and the reduction of problematic
behavior.” The Behavior Analyst Certification Board offers national certification in behavior analysis, while the professional
practice of behavior analystsis licensed and regulated at the state level. Behavior analysts would not include the 5
professions already licensed to provide behavioral health services: 1) socia workers; 2) marriage and family therapists; 3)
licensed counselors; 4) substance abuse counselors; and 5) licensed psychologists. The Southern Arizona Behavioral Health
Coalition estimates there are approximately 30-50 behavior analystsin Arizona.

As indicated above, the hill requires the Board to establish application, license, renewal, and other fees. Assuming these fees
are to be deposited in the Behavior Analyst Board Fund, the bill would require 10 percent of these monies be deposited into
the General Fund. At thistime however, the amount of revenue deposited into these funds cannot be determined as the level
of fees and demand for licensure is unknown. Further, it isunclear what, if any, start-up and on-going costs may result from
the newly created Board asit requires: 1) the State Board of Chiropractic Examiners Executive Director to also serve asthe
Executive Director of the Behavior Analyst Board, and 2) the State Board of Chiropractic Examiners staff to carry out the
administrative functions of the Behavior Analyst Board. Based on cost estimates to establish the State Board of Psychologist
Examiners, the establishment of the Board may require one-time expenditures of approximately $23,500 and on-going
operating costs of approximately $62,300. The one-time costs include $3,000 for office equipment, $16,000 for statute and
rule writing, $1,500 for database creation, and $3,000 for moving expenses to alarger office. The annual operating costs,
include; $35,000 for an administrative assistant, $7,500 for added duties of the Executive Director, $14,400 for expenses of 5
board members, and $5,400 in additional rent.

L ocal Government I mpact

None
4/15/08
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