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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona: 1 
Section 1.  Section 15-816.01, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to 2 

read: 3 
15-816.01.  Enrollment policies 4 
A.  School district governing boards shall establish policies and shall 5 

implement an open enrollment policy without charging tuition.  Tuition may be 6 
charged to nonresident pupils only if the tuition is authorized under section 7 
15-764, subsection C, section 15-797, subsection C, section 15-823, 8 
subsection A, section 15-824, subsection A or section 15-825 or if two school 9 
districts have entered into a voluntary agreement for the payment of tuition 10 
for certain pupils.  These policies shall include admission criteria, 11 
application procedures and transportation provisions.  A copy of the district 12 
policies for open enrollment shall be filed with the department of education. 13 

B.  The governing board of the district educating the pupil may provide 14 
transportation limited to no more than twenty miles each way to and from the 15 
school of attendance or to and from a pickup point on a regular 16 
transportation route LIMITED TO NO MORE THAN TWENTY MILES EACH WAY or for the 17 
total miles traveled each day to an adjacent district LIMITED TO NO MORE THAN 18 
TWENTY MILES EACH WAY for eligible nonresident pupils who meet the economic 19 
eligibility requirements established under the national school lunch and 20 
child nutrition acts (42 United States Code sections 1751 through 1785) for 21 
free or reduced price lunches. 22 

C.  The governing board of the district educating the pupil shall 23 
provide transportation limited to no more than twenty miles each way to and 24 
from the school of attendance or to and from a pickup point on a regular 25 
transportation route LIMITED TO NO MORE THAN TWENTY MILES EACH WAY or for the 26 
total miles traveled each day to an adjacent district LIMITED TO NO MORE THAN 27 
TWENTY MILES EACH WAY for nonresident pupils with disabilities whose 28 
individualized education program specifies that transportation is necessary 29 
for fulfillment of the program.    30 

Sec. 2.  Section 15-923, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to read: 31 
15-923.  Contracts for transportation 32 
A.  As an alternative to maintaining and operating a transportation 33 

program or in conjunction with a transportation program, a school district 34 
may, if it is found to be economically advantageous, MAY contract for 35 
transportation.  Contracts may be with another political subdivision, a 36 
common or contract carrier or a private party, EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN 37 
SUBSECTION E. 38 

B.  In addition to other powers and duties prescribed by title 11, 39 
chapter 2, article 4, any board of supervisors, may at the request of any or 40 
all of the governing boards of the school districts within the county, MAY 41 
provide necessary student transportation.  If the board of supervisors and 42 
the governing board or boards of such school districts mutually agree that 43 
such an arrangement is economically advantageous, the governing board of the 44 
school district is authorized to sell or lease its bus or buses to the board 45 
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of supervisors for such purposes.  Agreement between the parties shall be by 1 
written contract. 2 

C.  In no event shall an eligible student who is transported part by 3 
contract and part by school district transportation facilities be counted as 4 
more than one eligible student. 5 

D.  Each school district shall submit electronically to the department 6 
of education the routes contracted, the contractor contract information, the 7 
number of eligible students transported by each contractor and any additional 8 
information requested by the department of education. 9 

E.  SCHOOL DISTRICTS SHALL NOT REIMBURSE PARENTS WHO PROVIDE 10 
TRANSPORTATION IN PRIVATELY OPERATED VEHICLES, OR WHO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS WITH 11 
OTHER PRIVATE PERSONS TO PROVIDE TRANSPORTATION IN PRIVATELY OPERATED 12 
VEHICLES, TO AND FROM SCHOOL FOR THEIR OWN CHILDREN. 13 
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