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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona: 1 
Section 1.  Section 28-900, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to 2 

read: 3 
28-900.  School bus rules 4 
A.  The department of administration in consultation with the 5 

department of public safety and with the school bus advisory council 6 
established by section 28-3053 shall adopt rules as necessary to improve the 7 
safety and welfare of school bus passengers by minimizing the probability of 8 
accidents involving school buses and school bus passengers and by minimizing 9 
the risk of serious bodily injury to school bus passengers in the event of an 10 
accident. 11 

B.  The rules may include: 12 
1.  Minimum standards for the design and equipment of school buses. 13 
2.  Minimum standards for the periodic inspection and maintenance of 14 

school buses. 15 
3.  Procedures for the operation of school buses. 16 
4.  Other criteria as deemed by the department of administration, the 17 

department of public safety and the school bus advisory council to be 18 
necessary and appropriate to ensure the safe operation of school buses. 19 

C.  The rules shall provide, : 20 
1.  If applicable, minimum standards equal to or more restrictive than 21 

those adopted by the United States department of transportation in accordance 22 
with 23 United States Code and rules adopted pursuant to 23 United States 23 
Code. 24 

2.  THAT FIFTY PER CENT OF ALL REGISTERED SCHOOL BUSES IN THIS STATE 25 
AND A MINIMUM OF TWENTY-FIVE PER CENT OF REGISTERED SCHOOL BUSES IN EACH 26 
SCHOOL DISTRICT BE INSPECTED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY. 27 

D.  Notwithstanding a rule adopted by the department of administration 28 
with respect to exterior color of a school bus, in order to reduce the 29 
interior temperature of a school bus, the exterior top of a school bus may be 30 
painted white, but the white area shall not extend beyond the center 31 
clearance lights, front and rear, and shall not extend below a line five 32 
inches above the top of the side windows. 33 

E.  An officer or employee of any school district who violates any of 34 
the rules or who fails to include the obligation to comply with the rules in 35 
any contract executed by the officer or employee on behalf of a school 36 
district is guilty of misconduct and is subject to removal from office or 37 
employment.  Any person who operates a school bus under contract with a 38 
school district and who fails to comply with any of the rules is in breach of 39 
contract, and the school district shall cancel the contract after notice and 40 
a hearing by the responsible officers of the school district. 41 

F.  The department of public safety shall enforce the rules adopted 42 
pursuant to this section. 43 
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Sec. 2.  Section 28-984, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to read: 1 
28-984.  School bus inspection; rules 2 
A.  At least annually: 3 
1.  Each school bus registered in this state shall be inspected by the 4 

department of public safety ACCORDING TO RULES ADOPTED PURSUANT TO SECTION 5 
28-900. 6 

2.  An official certificate of inspection and approval shall be 7 
obtained from the department of public safety for each school bus registered 8 
in this state. 9 

B.  The inspections shall be made and the certificates shall be 10 
obtained as prescribed by law and by rules adopted by the director in 11 
conjunction with the state board of education as provided in PURSUANT TO 12 
section 28-900.  13 

C.  Inspection of a school bus shall be made when the bus is initially 14 
registered in this state.  The superintendent of the school district shall 15 
have all school buses that are registered by the district inspected pursuant 16 
to this section.  If a school bus is privately owned, the owner of the school 17 
bus shall have the bus inspected pursuant to this section. 18 

D.  The department of public safety shall enforce this section.  19 
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