
ARIZONA STATE SENATE 
48TH LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION 
 

MINUTES OF COMMITTEE ON 
JUDICIARY 

 

 
 

Committee Members Pr Ab Ex Bill Number Disposition 
Senator Cheuvront X     
Senator Hale  X    
Senator Johnson  X    
Senator Miranda X     
Senator Waring X     
Senator Gould, Vice Chairman X     
Senator C. Gray, Chairman X     

 
 
 

EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS 

 
 

 
Name                                      Position Recommendation 

 
Suzanne M. Ballard Member, Commission on Appellate Court Appointments CONFIRMATION 
Jill Harrison Member, Commission on Appellate Court Appointments CONFIRMATION 
John A. Leavitt Member, Commission on Appellate Court Appointments CONFIRMATION 
Jane C. Strain Member, Commission on Appellate Court Appointments CONFIRMATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DATE:  June 18, 2008 TIME:   Upon Adjournment or         
             Recess of Floor 

ROOM:  SHR1 

 
CHAIRMAN: Senator Chuck Gray VICE CHAIRMAN: Senator Gould 

  
ANALYST: Christina Estes-Werther ASSISTANT 

ANALYST: 
Jessica Ripplinger 

 
COMMITTEE 
SECRETARY:            

Bill Ritz 

 

ATTENDANCE BILLS 



  Committee on Judiciary 
 2  June 18, 2008 

Chairman Gray called the meeting to order at 3:39 p.m., and attendance was taken. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Senator Gray moved the minutes of April 7, 2008, be approved.                     
Without objection, the minutes were approved as distributed. 

 
OVERVIEW OF COMMISSION AND INTRODUCTION OF NOMINEES 
 
Jessica Ripplinger, Assistant Research Analyst, provided an overview of the role of the         
Commission on Appellate Court Appointments and introduced the nominees. 
 
EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS 
 
Suzanne M. Ballard, Member, Commission on Appellate Court Appointments –          
CONFIRMATION RECOMMENDED 
 
Suzanne Ballard briefly explained her background and answered questions posed by the Committee 
members. 
 

Senator Gould moved the Committee on Judiciary recommend to the full Senate 
the CONFIRMATION of Suzanne M. Ballard to the Commission on Appellate Court 
Appointments.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-0-2 (Attachment 1). 

 
Jill Harrison, Member, Commission on Appellate Court Appointments –           
CONFIRMATION RECOMMENDED 
 
Jill Harrison briefly explained her background and answered questions posed by the Committee 
members. 
 

Senator Gould moved the Committee on Judiciary recommend to the full Senate 
the CONFIRMATION of Jill Harrison to the Commission on Appellate Court 
Appointments.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 4-1-2 (Attachment 2). 

 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Gray stated “I think that there is a need for someone from northern 
Arizona.  I do have concerns with a pro-choice position.  Had there been some more indication that 
there was more of an agenda, more of an active participation other than some contributions I would 
probably vote ‘No’ but I am going to vote ‘Yes’.” 
 
John A. Leavitt, Member, Commission on Appellate Court Appointments –           
CONFIRMATION RECOMMENDED 
 
John Leavitt briefly explained his background and answered questions posed by the Committee 
members. 
 

Senator Gould moved the Committee on Judiciary recommend to the full Senate 
the CONFIRMATION of John A. Leavitt to the Commission on Appellate Court 
Appointments.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-0-2 (Attachment 3). 

 
 



  Committee on Judiciary 
 3  June 18, 2008 

Jane C. Strain, Member, Commission on Appellate Court Appointments –           
CONFIRMATION RECOMMENDED 
 
Jane Strain briefly explained her background and answered questions posed by the Committee 
members. 
 

Senator Gould moved the Committee on Judiciary recommend to the full Senate 
the CONFIRMATION of Jane C. Strain to the Commission on Appellate Court 
Appointments.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 4-1-2 (Attachment 4). 

 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:15 p.m. 
 
 

        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 

        Bill Ritz 
                                                              Committee Secretary 
 
(Audio recordings and attachments on file in the Secretary of Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115.  Audio 
archives are available at http://www.azsenate.gov). 
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