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Chairman Harper called the meeting to order at 1:55 p.m., and attendance was taken. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Senator Harper moved the minutes of March 24, 2008 be approved.   
Without objection, the minutes were approved as distributed. 

 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
HB 2834 – boxing commission; unarmed combat; rules – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Jameson Lynch, Government Committee Intern, explained HB 2834 and the 2-page Harper 
amendment dated 03/28/08 at 4:17 p.m. (Attachment A).  
 
Representative Paton, bill sponsor, further explained HB 2834. 
 
Senator Harper read the names of individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 
Geoffrey Gonsher, Director, Arizona Department of Racing, testified in support of HB 2834. 
 

Senator Blendu moved HB 2834 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  
 
Senator Blendu moved the 2-page Harper amendment dated 03/28/08 at 4:17 p.m. 
be ADOPTED.   

 
Scott Peters, Fighter, representing himself, testified in support of HB 2834. 
 
Edwin Dewees, Fighter, representing himself, testified in support of HB 2834. 

 
The motion that the 2-page Harper amendment dated 03/28/07 at 4:17 p.m. be 
ADOPTED CARRIED with a voice vote. 
 
Senator Blendu moved HB 2834 be returned with a DO PASS, AS AMENDED 
recommendation.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-0-1 (Attachment 
1). 

 
HCM 2003 – opposing a North American Union – HELD 
 
Senator Harper announced that HCM 2003 would be HELD. 
 
HCM 2009 – Turkish government; Greek Orthodox Christians – DO PASS 
 
Jameson Lynch, Government Committee Intern, explained HCM 2009.  
 
Representative Anderson, bill sponsor, further explained HCM 2009. 
 
Reverend James T. Paris, representing himself, testified in support of HCM 2009. 
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Senator Blendu moved HCM 2009 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-0-1 (Attachment 2). 

 
HB 2154 – county plans; major amendments – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Bill Boyd, Government Committee Analyst, explained HB 2154 and the 3-line Blendu amendment 
dated 03/26/08 at 3:25 p.m. (Attachment C).  
 
Michael Racy, lobbyist, Pima County, testified in support of HB 2154. 
 
Senator Harper read the names of individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 

Senator Blendu moved HB 2154 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  
 
Senator Blendu moved his 3-line amendment dated 03/26/08 at 3:25 p.m. be 
ADOPTED.  The motion CARRIED with a voice vote. 
 
Senator Blendu moved HB 2154 be returned with a DO PASS, AS AMENDED 
recommendation.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-1-1 (Attachment 
3). 

 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Burton Cahill stated “I may change my mind when this gets to the 
floor but I would still like to explore, a little more, the concerns that I have had and since the bill can 
proceed on without my blessing at this point I am going to be a ‘no’ vote just to think about this a little 
bit more.” 
 
HB 2155 – transfer of development rights – DO PASS 
 
Jameson Lynch, Government Committee Intern, explained HB 2155.  
 
Todd Madeksza, Director of Education and Licensing, County Supervisors Association, 
testified in support of HB 2155. 
 
Senator Harper read the names of individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 

Senator Blendu moved HB 2155 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-0-2 (Attachment 4). 

 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Pesquiera stated “As the only Democrat here on the committee, I 
am happy to vote ‘aye’ for this bill.” 
 
HB 2466 – critical infrastructure information; disclosure – DO PASS 
 
Bill Boyd, Government Committee Analyst, explained HB 2466.  
 
Ruth Garcia, Director, Intergovernmental Affairs, Town of Buckeye, testified in support of         
HB 2466. 
 
Senator Harper read the names of individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
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Senator Blendu moved HB 2466 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-0-1 (Attachment 5). 

 
HB 2803 – GPLET; military use zones – DO PASS 
 
Tom Benton, Finance Committee Analyst, explained HB 2803.  
 
Representative Nelson, bill sponsor, further explained HB 2803. 
 
Jeffrey Kros, Legislative Director, League of Cities and Towns, testified in support of HB 2803. 
 
Richard Hubbard, Deputy Land Commissioner, Valley Partnership, testified in support of HB 
2803. 
 
Charles Flynn, Executive Director Yuma Crossing National Heritage Area, City of Yuma, 
testified in support of HB 2803. 
 
Senator Harper read the names of individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 
Kevin McCarthy, President, Arizona Tax Research Association, testified in opposition to           
HB 2803. 
 

Senator Blendu moved HB 2803 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 4-2-1 (Attachment 6). 

 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Harper stated “I am a bit of a purist that Government should not 
pick winners and losers in business, but our state is at a cross roads.  We have a situation where a 
helicopter manufacturing company may leave the East Valley to Texas.  They have got to decide, are 
they going to move somewhere else in Mesa or are they going to move to Texas.  This is the tool that 
might keep them in Arizona.  The West Valley is at a cross roads, if BRACK pulls the mission from 
Luke we could be left without a base in the West Valley and we have encumbered all the property 
and it would be years before the West Valley recovered, so we have to decide whether we are going 
to be in a position to quickly move to commercial development should the Federal Government take 
Luke Air Force Base from us and I am going to vote ‘aye’.” 
 
HB 2507 – political subdivisions; state endowment investments – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Bill Boyd, Government Committee Analyst, explained HB 2507 and the 7-line Burton Cahill 
amendment dated 03/28/08 at 2:54 p.m. (Attachment D).  
 
Senator Harper read the names of individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 

Senator Gray moved HB 2507 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  
 
Senator Gray moved the 7-line Burton Cahill amendment dated 03/28/08 at 2:54 
p.m. be ADOPTED.  The motion CARRIED with a voice vote. 
 
Senator Gray moved HB 2507 be returned with a DO PASS, AS AMENDED 
recommendation.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-0-2 (Attachment 
7). 
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HB 2582 – food safety regulation – DO PASS 
 
Jameson Lynch, Government Committee Intern, explained HB 2582.  
 
Senator Harper read the names of individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 

Senator Gray moved HB 2582 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. The 
motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-0-2 (Attachment 8). 

 
Beth Lewallen, County Supervisors Association, answered questions posed by the committee. 
 
 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:15 p.m. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Shelley Ponce 
Committee Secretary 

 
(Audio recordings and attachments on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115. Audio 
archives are available at http://www.azsenate.gov)  
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