
ARIZONA STATE SENATE 
48TH LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION 
 

MINUTES OF COMMITTEE ON 
HEALTH 

 
DATE:  March 20, 2008 TIME:   9:00 a.m. ROOM:  SHR 1 

 
CHAIRMAN: Senator Allen VICE CHAIRMAN: Senator O’Halleran 

  
ANALYST: Heather Owens INTERN: Venus Booth 

 
 
   

 
COMMITTEE  
SECRETARY: 

 
Jeff Turner 

 

ATTENDANCE BILLS 

 
Committee Members Pr Ab Ex Bill Number Disposition 

Senator Aboud x   HB 2408 DP 
Senator Aguirre x   HB 2409 DP 
Senator Burton Cahill x   HB 2521 DP 
Senator Leff x   HB 2669 DP 
Senator Verschoor x   HB 2671 DP 
Senator O’Halleran, Vice Chairman x   
Senator Allen, Chairman x    
      

 
EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS 
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Senator O’Halleran called the meeting to order at 9:10 a.m. and attendance was taken. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Senator O’Halleran moved the minutes of February 28, 2008 and March 13, 2008 
be approved. Without objection, the minutes were approved as distributed. 

 
EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS 
 
Randy Robbins, Member, Board of Physical Therapy - CONFIRMATION RECOMMENDED 
 
Randy Robbins gave an overview of his resume. 
 

Senator Aboud moved the Committee on Health recommend to the full Senate the 
CONFIRMATION of Randy Robbins as a member of the Board of Physical 
Therapy. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-0-2 (Attachment 1). 

 
Todd Allen Lefkowitz,  Arizona Medical Board - CONFIRMATION RECOMMENDED 
 
Todd Allen Lefkowitz gave an overview of his resume and answered questions posed by the 
Committee. 
 

Senator Aboud moved the Committee on Health recommend to the full Senate the 
CONFIRMATION of Todd Allen Lefkowitz as a member of the Arizona Medical 
Board. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-0-2 (Attachment 2). 

 
Frederick Stuart Wechsler,  State Board of Psychologist Examiners- CONFIRMATION 
RECOMMENDED 
 
Frederick Stuart Wechsler gave an overview of his resume. 
 

Senator Aboud moved the Committee on Health recommend to the full Senate the 
CONFIRMATION of Frederick Stuart Wechsler as a member of the State Board of 
Psychologist Examiners. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-0-1 
(Attachment 3). 

 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
HB 2408 - stretcher vans; transport of patients – DO PASS 
 
Heather Owens, Health Committee Research Analyst, explained HB 2408. 
 
Representative Stump, bill sponsor, testified in support of HB 2408 and answered questions 
posed by the Committee. 
 
Charlie Smith, Chief, LifeStar EMS, testified in support of HB 2408 and answered questions 
posed by the Committee. 
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Bob Ramsey, President, Professional Medical Transport, testified in support of HB 2408 and 
answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Roy Ryals, Executive Director, Arizona Ambulance Association, testified in support of HB 2408 
and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Representative Stump answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Senator O’Halleran announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 
 

Senator O’Halleran moved HB 2408 be returned with a DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-0-1 (Attachment 
4). 

 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Aboud stated, “I am going to vote yes if the amendment includes 
Senator Burton Cahill’s needs, I vote yes.” 
 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Burton Cahill said, “I am going to vote yes for this bill. I certainly 
hope that we do make sure we do not hurt an unintended community with this and that we can 
actually get this fixed. I would be happier if we amended this in COW here in the Senate and with 
that, I vote yes.” 
 
HB 2671 - driver licenses; document of gift - DO PASS 
 
Ryan DeMenna, Transportation Committee Research Analyst, explained HB 2671. 
 
Gregory Harris, Donor Network of Arizona, testified in support of HB 2671 and answered 
questions posed by the Committee. 
 

Senator O’Halleran moved HB 2671 be returned with a DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-0-1 (Attachment 
5). 

 
HB 2409 - ambulance rates; adjustments - DO PASS 
 
Venus Booth, Health Research Intern, explained HB 2409 and answered questions posed by the 
Committee. 
 
Representative Stump, bill sponsor, testified in support of HB 2409. 
 
Roy Ryals, Executive Director, Arizona Ambulance Association, testified in support of HB 2409 
and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Bob Ramsey, President, Professional Medical Transport, testified in support of HB 2409 and 
answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 

Senator Leff moved HB 2409 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. The 
motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-0-2 (Attachment 6). 
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HB 2521 - birth defects; folic acid supplements - DO PASS 
 
Venus Booth, Health Research Intern, explained HB 2521. 
 
Representative Barto, bill sponsor, testified in support of HB 2521 and answered questions posed 
by the Committee. 
 
Richard Porter, Chief, Bureau of Public Health Statistics and Birth Defects, testified in support of 
HB 2521 and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Barbara Fanning, Legislative Liaison, Arizona Department of Health Services, testified in 
support of HB 2521. 
 

Senator O’Halleran moved HB 2521 be returned with a DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-0-1 (Attachment 
7). 

 
HB 2669 - technical correction; behavioral health(NOW: behavioral health delivery system; 
study) - DO PASS 
 
Heather Owens, Health Committee Research Analyst, explained HB 2669 and the 11-line 
O’Halleran amendment dated 3/19/08 at 11:02 a.m. (Attachment B) 
 
Senator Allen announced that the O’Halleran amendment would not be offered. 
 
Heather Owens answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Representative Barto, bill sponsor, testified in support of HB 2669 and answered questions posed 
by the Committee. 
 
Gary Perrin, Arizona Psychological Association, testified in support of HB 2669 and answered 
questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Senator Allen announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 
 
Representative Barto answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 

Senator Leff moved HB 2669 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. The 
motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 4-1-2 (Attachment 8). 

 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Aboud stated, “I am deferring to the people in the audience that 
support this. I would like to hear that there is a better representation on this task force than what this 
bill indicates so with reservation, I am voting yes.” 
 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Burton Cahill said, “I am going to echo Senator Aboud and vote 
aye exactly as she did, with reservation.” 
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In explanation of her vote, Senator Allen remarked, “I have very serious reservations. I am not new. I 
have been on many of these task forces. The make-up of this task force is troubling to me and I will 
have to vote no.” 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:20 a.m. 
 
 Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Jeff Turner 
 Committee Secretary 
 
 
 
(Audio recordings and attachments on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115. 
Audio archives are available at http://www.azsenate.gov)  
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