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Chairman Flake called the meeting to order at 2:05 p.m. and attendance was taken. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Senator Flake moved the minutes of February 27, 2008 be approved.   
Without objection, the minutes were approved as distributed. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
HB 2132 - county water authority; Colorado river – DO PASS 
 
Megan Gnagy, Natural Resources and Rural Affairs Research Analyst, explained HB 2132. 
 
Representative McLain, bill sponsor, testified in support of HB 2132. 
 
Brian Tassinari, Lake Havasu City, testified in support of HB 2132. 
 
Buster Johnson, Mohave County Supervisor, District 3, testified in opposition to HB 2132. 
 
Tom Sockwell, Mohave County Supervisor, Mohave County Water Authority, testified in support 
of HB 2132 and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Senator Flake announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 
 

Senator Chuck Gray moved HB 2132 be returned with a DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 4-1-2 (Attachment 
1). 

 
HB 2573 - off-highway vehicles; user fee – FAILED 
 
Megan Gnagy, Natural Resources and Rural Affairs Research Analyst, explained HB 2573. 
 
Representative JP Weiers, bill sponsor, testified in support of HB 2573 and answered questions 
posed by the Committee. 
 
Drew John, Supervisor, Graham County Supervisors, testified in support of HB 2573 and 
answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Jeff Gursh, Arizona Off Highway Vehicle Coalition, testified in support of HB 2573 and answered 
questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Hank Rogers, representing himself, testified in support of HB 2573. 
 
Senator Flake announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 
 

Senator Chuck Gray moved HB 2573 be returned with a DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 3-3-1 (Attachment 
2). 
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HB 2068 - private enterprise; game; fish; fund – DO PASS 
 
Jennifer Thomsen, Natural Resources and Rural Affairs Research Intern, explained HB 2068. 
 
Representative JP Weiers, bill sponsor, testified in support of HB 2068 and answered questions 
posed by the Committee. 
 
Jennifer Martin, Commissioner, Arizona Game and Fish Commission, testified in support of HB 
2068 and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 

Senator Chuck Gray moved HB 2068 be returned with a DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-1-1 (Attachment 
3). 

 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Flake stated, “I am going to vote no on the bill, simply because I 
do not perceive that to be the job of the Game and Fish and I do have concerns, maybe as much as 
anything, that we will get our hunters not following the Boy Scout rule, to be prepared. They better go 
to the range with enough ammunition. I am going to vote no.” 
 
HB 2251 - game and fish omnibus – DO PASS 
 
Jennifer Thomsen, Natural Resources and Rural Affairs Research Intern, explained HB 2251. 
 
Representative JP Weiers, bill sponsor, testified in support of HB 2251 and answered questions 
posed by the Committee. 
 
Jennifer Martin, Commissioner, Arizona Game and Fish Commission, testified in support of HB 
2251. 
 

Senator Chuck Gray moved HB 2251 be returned with a DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-0-1 (Attachment 
4). 

 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Johnson stated, “I just have a commitment to not vote for omnibus 
bills but I will go ahead and vote for it now and try to look through it really carefully before it gets to 
the floor but I may not be a yes on the floor, I vote aye now.” 
 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Chuck Gray said, “From what I have heard today, I am 100 
percent in favor of the bill. I just got this feeling somewhere in here that there is some kind of 
readjustment of the fees but I do not see that in here or readjustment of the classifications but absent 
those things, I am an aye.” 
 
HB 2219 - county buildings; sale; nonprofit entities – DO PASS 
 
Megan Gnagy, Natural Resources and Rural Affairs Research Analyst, explained HB 2219. 
 
Representative Alvarez, bill sponsor, testified in support of HB 2219 and answered questions 
posed by the Committee. 
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Dennis Miller, representing himself, testified in support of HB 2219 and answered questions posed 
by the Committee. 
 
Senator Flake announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 
 

Senator Chuck Gray moved HB 2219 be returned with a DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 4-2-1 (Attachment 
5). 

 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Chuck Gray stated, “I have to commend Santa Cruz County 
because you have so many protections in here. Number one, it is with unanimous consent of the 
supervisors and number two, the sale must occur within 12 months of the effective date of this 
legislation, which means it is really narrow. I think your intent here is wonderful and I applaud you. 
Unfortunately I try to do what the Constitution says and just for those reasons, it really hurts my heart 
to do this but I have to say no.” 
 
HB 2620 - biofuels conversion program – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Megan Gnagy, Natural Resources and Rural Affairs Research Analyst, explained HB 2620 and 
the 12-line Flake amendment dated 3/18/08 at 1:48 p.m. (Attachment B) 
 
Representative Boone, bill sponsor, testified in support of HB 2620. 
 
Senator Flake announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 
 

Senator Chuck Gray moved HB 2620 be returned with a DO PASS 
recommendation. 
 
Senator Chuck Gray moved the 12-line Flake amendment dated 3/18/08 at 1:48 
p.m. be ADOPTED. The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Chuck Gray moved HB 2620 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-1-1 (Attachment 
6). 

 
HB 2621 - biofuel standards (NOW: standards; biofuel) – DO PASS 
 
Megan Gnagy, Natural Resources and Rural Affairs Research Analyst, explained HB 2621 and 
the 17-line Flake amendment dated 3/18/08 at 3:27 p.m. (Attachment C) She answered questions 
posed by the Committee. 
 
Representative Boone, bill sponsor, testified in support of HB 2621. 
 
Dennis Ehrhart, Assistant Director, Department of Weights and Measures, testified in support of 
HB 2621 and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Robert Shuler, Pinal Energy and CalJet, testified in support of HB 2621 and answered questions 
posed by the committee. 
 



  Committee on Natural Resources and  
 Rural Affairs 

 5 March 19, 2008 

Dennis Ehrhart answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Susie Stevens, Western States Petroleum Association, testified as neutral on HB 2621. 
 
Andrea Martincic, Executive Director, Arizona Petroleum Marketers Association, testified in 
opposition to HB 2621. 
 
Senator Flake announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 

 
Senator Chuck Gray moved HB 2621 be returned with a DO PASS 
recommendation. 
 
Senator Chuck Gray moved the 17-line Flake amendment dated 3/18/08 at 3:27 
p.m. be ADOPTED. The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Chuck Gray moved HB 2621 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-0-1 (Attachment 
7). 

 
HB 2524 - agricultural improvement districts; amendments – DO PASS 
 
Megan Gnagy, Natural Resources and Rural Affairs Research Analyst, explained HB 2524. 
 
Russell Smoldon, SRP, testified in support of HB 2524. 
 

Senator Chuck Gray moved HB 2524 be returned with a DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-0-2 (Attachment 
8). 

 
HB 2426 - waste tire collection sites - DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Jennifer Thomsen, Natural Resources and Rural Affairs Research Intern, explained HB 2426 
and the 2 page Flake amendment dated 3/18/08 at 1:35 p.m. (Attachment D) 
 
Richard Bohan, Legislative Liaison, Maricopa County Board of Supervisors, testified in support 
of HB 2426 and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Jim Buster, Legislative Liaison, Arizona Department of Environmental Quality, testified in 
support of HB 2426. 
 
Senator Flake announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 
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Senator Chuck Gray moved HB 2426 be returned with a DO PASS 
recommendation. 
 
Senator Chuck Gray moved the 2 page Flake amendment dated 3/18/08 at 1:35 
p.m. be ADOPTED. The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Chuck Gray moved HB 2426 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-0-2 (Attachment 
9). 

 
HB 2333 - county powers; outdoor fires – FAILED 
 
Jennifer Thomsen, Natural Resources and Rural Affairs Research Intern, explained HB 2333. 
 
Beth Lewallen, County Supervisors Association, testified in support of HB 2333 and answered 
questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Senator Flake announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 
 

Senator Chuck Gray moved HB 2333 be returned with a DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion FAILED with a roll call vote of 2-3-2 (Attachment 
10). 

 
HB 2334 - sale of beef by producer – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Jennifer Thomsen, Natural Resources and Rural Affairs Research Intern, explained HB 2334 
and the 3-line Flake amendment dated 3/18/08 at 11:08 a.m. (Attachment E) 
 
Bas Aja, Director of Governmental Relations, Arizona Cattlemen’s Association, testified in 
support of HB 2334. 
 
Senator Flake announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 
 

Senator Chuck Gray moved HB 2334 be returned with a DO PASS 
recommendation. 
 
Senator Chuck Gray moved the 3-line Flake amendment dated 3/18/08 at 11:08 
a.m. be ADOPTED. The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Chuck Gray moved HB 2334 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-0-2 (Attachment 
11). 

 
HB 2420 - flood control districts; property – DO PASS 
 
Jennifer Thomsen, Natural Resources and Rural Affairs Research Intern, explained HB 2420. 
 
Rory Hays, Flood Control District of Maricopa County, testified in support of HB 2420. 
 



  Committee on Natural Resources and  
 Rural Affairs 

 7 March 19, 2008 

Senator Flake announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 
 

Senator Chuck Gray moved HB 2420 be returned with a DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-0-2 (Attachment 
12). 

 
HB 2425 - underground storage tanks; energy act - FAILED 
 
Megan Gnagy, Natural Resources and Rural Affairs Research Analyst, explained HB 2425. 
 
Andrea Martincic, Arizona Petroleum Marketers Association, testified as neutral on HB 2425 and 
answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Jim Buster, Legislative Liaison, Arizona Department of Environmental Quality, testified in 
support of HB 2425. 
 
Senator Flake announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 
 

Senator Chuck Gray moved HB 2425 be returned with a DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion FAILED with a roll call vote of 1-4-2 (Attachment 
13). 

 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:20 p.m. 
 
 Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 
 Jeff Turner 
 Committee Secretary 
 
(Audio recordings and attachments on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115. 
Audio archives are available at http://www.azsenate.gov)  
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