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JLBC update and projections on the State's revenue shortfall



Chairman Burns called the meeting to order at 3:15 p.m.., and attendance was noted.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Senator Burns moved the minutes of March 4, 2008 be approved.
Without objection, the minutes were approved as distributed.

CONSIDERATION OF BILLS

SB 1330 — abandoned mines:; safety: funding — DO PASS

Senator Johnson moved SB 1330 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.

Jennifer Thomsen, Senate Natural Resources and Rural Affairs Committee Intern, explained
SB 1330.

Senator Burns, bill sponsor, further explained SB 1330.

Robert Booker, Executive Director, Arizona Commission on the Arts, testified in opposition to
SB 1330.

Senator Burns noted the names of individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A).
Brenda Bernardi, Free Arts of Arizona, testified in opposition to SB 1330.
Richard Bowers, Phoenix Boys Choir, testified in opposition to SB 1330.

Brenda Sperduti, Vice President Community & Government Relations, Arizona Citizens and
Action for the Arts, testified in opposition to SB 1330.

Sydney Hay, Arizona Mining Association, testified in support of SB 1330.

Senator Burns called for a vote on the motion to return SB 1330 with a do pass
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-3-3 (Attachment
1).

In explanation of her vote, Senator Aboud stated “Difficult decision, | appreciate all that has been
said, | appreciate the risk of life in this mine issue, | recognize the risk of life in the arts issue. | would
like to think that as a responsible legislature we would address these issues when we have money
and not take money away from folks when we do not have money. | think there are solutions to this, |
do not want to make those recommendations publicly. | think they actually have been made in the
budget negotiations and | vote ‘no’.”

In explanation of his vote, Senator Huppenthal stated “Mr. Chairman, it pains me to pit two
communities against and valid interests against each other. Especially knowing the size of the
budget deficit the way it is. There is going to be tremendous sacrifice that is going to be born by all,
regardless of this particular issue. Given your work on this, | am going to support this, but we are
going to work to redirect and soften this to the extent that we can, which may be limited as the whole
budget issues are engaged. | vote ‘aye’.”
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In explanation of his vote, Senator Waring stated “I think there is still, | cannot believe we have been
down here two and a half months, there seems to be this unreality about what we are facing as far as
a budget. | voted against some past budgets and for others but in good times we did do things. |
hear some members say well why did we not do something before. Well, where were those members
and why did they not step up at the time then. | guess | do not understand. We did other things that
those members requested or the Governor requested or | requested. | thought some of the things |
requested dealt directly with saving lives or protecting lives, period. If you look at the things |
supported. That is the last stuff that should be cut. There is nothing that we are talking about here
today except someone who has fallen in a mine that is a direct threat to loss of life or public safety.
Some of this money, no matter what happens with this bill, | think is probably going to get used for
other purposes that more directly impact public safety, because it is not going to be good for kids to
let prisoners go. It is not going to be good for kids to start firing teachers or cutting K-12. It just is not,
but it is easy in committee to say well we will just take it out of some other pot and so forth and
everyone is disappointed at the end of the day when something like that happens. That is why | said
what | said about pleas. | said it to the business community too. Do not just criticize please then go
find us the other money that we are supposed to cut. The easy cuts, because | do not see any easy
cuts. Maybe the Chairman does, he has been doing this a lot longer than me, but there are never
any easy cuts. | do not want to do this. If | could avoid it | would, but that is not the right thing, so |
am going to vote ‘aye’ and make some people mad. Anything we do is going to make some people
mad this year, but it is not enough just to come down and criticize and say how important something
is, | think you should also step up and find the money from some place else then. We have to

prioritize and | think the public should as well. | vote ‘aye’.

In explanation of his vote, Senator Burns stated “I would add to what Senator Waring said that the
money that needs to be found is $1,480,000,000 as of today and going up. The numbers of
reductions that have been supported so far, to my knowledge, are less than $200,000,000. That
does not quite close the gap and so there is going to have to be some tough decisions made. Some
people are going to have to suffer some or we are just going to come to, as | understand it, the month
of May and run out of money. Then everybody gets to suffer, so it is time to make some tough

decisions and move forward and | vote ‘aye’.
PRESENTATION

JLBC update and projections on the State's revenue shortfall

Richard Stavneak, Executive Director, Joint Legislative Budget Committee (JLBC), distributed
“Budget Update Senate Appropriations Committee March 11, 2008 (Attachment B) and gave an
overview of the current financial status of the State of Arizona.

The committee discussed possible measures to improve the situation.
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There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Shelley Ponce
Committee Secretary

(Audio recordings and attachments on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115. Audio
archives are available at http://www.azsenate.gov)
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