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Senator O’Halleran called the meeting to order at 9:10 a.m. and attendance was taken. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
No minutes were approved. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
SB 1431 - nursing programs; jurisdiction – DO PASS AMENDED / STRIKE EVERYTHING 
 
Dawn Wallace, Senate Education Committee Analyst, explained the 3 page Aboud strike 
everything amendment dated 2/21/08 at 11:30 a.m. (Attachment A) 
 
Patrick Shannahan, representing himself, testified in support of SB 1431. 
 
Pamela Randolph, Nurse Practice/Education Consultant, Arizona State Board of Nursing, 
testified in support of SB 1431. 
 
Senator O’Halleran announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 

Senator Aboud moved SB 1431 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Aboud moved the 3 page Aboud strike everything amendment dated 
2/21/08 at 11:30 a.m. be ADOPTED. The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Aboud moved SB 1431 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-0-1 (Attachment 
1). 

 
SB 1270 - long-term care insurance; tax credit 
 
Heather Owens, Health Committee Research Analyst, explained SB 1270 and answered 
questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Senator O’Halleran announced that the Committee would move to SB 1399. 
 
SB 1399 - doctors; prescriptions; nonindicated use 
 
Jim Burke, Medical Doctor, Arizona Academy of Family Physicians, testified in opposition to SB 
1399. 
 
SB 1270 - long-term care insurance; tax credit (continued) – DO PASS 
 

Senator Verschoor moved SB 1270 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-1-1 (Attachment 3). 
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In explanation of her vote, Senator Leff stated, “I would prefer, right now, to see a tax deduction, 
considering the state of the general fund. Also, if we are going to look at tax credits for health 
insurance, that it be for all health insurance, so that people trying to buy health insurance for their 
families or for themselves would also get a tax credit. So if we are going to look at tax credits, I prefer 
it be for all products, not just a specific one so with that I vote no.” 
 
SB 1143 - technical correction; health and safety – DO PASS AMENDED / STRIKE 
EVERYTHING 
 
Venus Booth, Health Research Intern, explained the 41 page O’Halleran strike everything 
amendment dated 2/25/08 at 10:24 a.m. (Attachment C) 
 
Becky Hill, Allergan, testified in support of SB 1143 and answered questions posed by the 
Committee. 
 
Senator O’Halleran announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 

Senator Verschoor moved SB 1143 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Verschoor moved the 41 page O’Halleran strike everything amendment 
dated 2/25/08 at 10:24 a.m. be ADOPTED. The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Verschoor moved SB 1143 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-0-1 (Attachment 
4). 

 
SB 1223 - burden of proof; emergency treatment. – DO PASS 
 
Heather Owens, Health Committee Research Analyst, explained SB 1223. 
 
Frank Verderame, Attorney, Arizona Trial Lawyers Association, testified in opposition to SB 
1223. 
 
Richard Bitner, Legislative Counsel, Arizona College of Emergency Physicians, introduced Dr. 
Michael Christopher, Past President of AzCEP, who testified in support of SB 1223 and answered 
questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Paul Giancola, Arizona Medical Association, testified in support of SB 1223. 
 
Senator O’Halleran announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 

Senator Verschoor moved SB 1223 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-1-1 (Attachment 5). 

 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Aboud stated, “I am standing up for the rights of the individuals 
and I vote no.” 
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SB 1383 - smoking ban; meeting place exemption - FAILED 
 
Venus Booth, Health Research Intern, explained SB 1383. 
 
Colby Bower, Director of Government Relations, American Cancer Society, testified in 
opposition to SB 1383. 
 
Tim Vaske, Director of Government Affairs, American Heart Association, testified in opposition 
to SB 1383. 
 

Senator Verschoor moved SB 1383 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
The motion FAILED with a roll call vote of 1-5-1 (Attachment 6). 

 
SB 1150 - radiologist assistants – DO PASS AMENDED / STRIKE EVERYTHING 
 
Heather Owens, Health Committee Research Analyst, explained the 3 page O’Halleran strike 
everything amendment dated 2/26/08 at 3:12 p.m. (Attachment D) 
 
Shanna Farish, representing herself, testified in support of SB 1150 and answered questions 
posed by the Committee. 
 
Dr. Howard Fleishon, Arizona Radiological Society, testified in support of SB 1150. 
 
Senator O’Halleran announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 

Senator Verschoor moved SB 1150 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Verschoor moved the 3 page O’Halleran strike everything amendment 
dated 2/26/08 at 3:12 p.m. be ADOPTED. The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Verschoor moved SB 1150 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-0-1 (Attachment 
7). 

 
SB 1224 - medical imaging equipment; services; self-referrals – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Venus Booth, Health Research Intern, explained SB 1224 and the 5-line O’Halleran amendment 
dated 2/27/08 at 10:33 a.m. (Attachment E) 
 
David Landrith, Vice President of Policy and Political Affairs, Arizona Medical Association, 
testified in opposition to SB 1224 and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Dr. Howard Fleishon, Arizona Radiological Society, testified in support of SB 1224 and answered 
questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Steve Barclay, Lobbyist, Mayo Clinic Arizona, testified in support of SB 1224. 
 
Gregory Harris, Arizona Chapter of the American College of Radiology, testified in support of SB 
1224. 
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Senator O’Halleran, bill sponsor, further explained SB 1224. 

 
Senator Verschoor moved SB 1224 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Verschoor moved the 5-line O’Halleran amendment dated 2/27/08 at 10:33 
a.m. be ADOPTED. The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Verschoor moved SB 1224 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 4-2-1 (Attachment 
8). 

 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Aboud stated, “There are so many issues that are coming up as a 
result of this bill. I sat, as you did Senator O’Halleran, at the Health Symposium at the National 
Conference of State Legislators where a huge result of higher health cost, healthcare, was directly 
attributable to the increasing number of high end medical tests that are being required by doctors. I 
have been to another symposium where the Chief of Staff of the University Medical Center is saying 
that part of the problem with medical doctors now is that they are not using their own analytical skills. 
They are relying too much on tests. He did not relate that necessarily to the higher cost of healthcare 
but to a problem in the way that doctors are now relying less and less on their own education and 
knowledge. I am disturbed that two to eight times more doctors are using self referrals on medical 
imaging when the equipment is in their own offices. It is very disturbing to me. Doctors are human 
and they have the same temptations the rest of us do. It is deeply disturbing that I see a test that 
shows as soon as a piece of equipment gets into a doctors office, for them to self refer at huge, much 
greater numbers than they ever would have considered. Finally, I really want to ensure that the 
parties continue talking and I think the way to do so is to keep this bill moving forward and I vote aye.” 
 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Aguirre said, “I know that you will continue working with the 
stakeholders in coming to a solution we can all live with and I vote aye.” 
 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Leff remarked, “Regardless of the bill, I think it is incorrect to 
assume that increased technology, although it has increased the cost of healthcare, it has certainly 
increased the savings of lives and I do not think we can separate the two. Before we had many of 
these tests, people would die. They would never have known about the infection Senator Verschoor 
was talking about. I do not want to confuse the issue, this is a very specific bill about self referral. It is 
not about whether these technologies, although more expensive in the long-run, save more lives and 
prevent surgeries and other more expensive, invasive procedures, with that I vote aye.” 
 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Verschoor stated, “It looks like this bill is going to move forward. I 
am comfortable with this bill right now and look forward to seeing some of those changes but for now 
I am going to vote no.” 
 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Burton Cahill said, “I want to echo Senator Verschoor and I am 
going to vote no as a signal, I hope, that this will continue to have meaningful dialogue.” 
 
SB 1234 - AHCCCS; occupational therapy; speech therapy – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Venus Booth, Health Research Intern, explained SB 1234 and the 2-line O’Halleran amendment 
dated 2/27/08 at 10:24 a.m. (Attachment F) 
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Scot Butler, Attorney, Arizona Occupational Therapy Association, testified in support of SB 1234 
and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Senator O’Halleran announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 

Senator Verschoor moved SB 1234 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Verschoor moved the 2-line O’Halleran amendment dated 2/27/08 at 10:24 
a.m. be ADOPTED. The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Verschoor moved SB 1234 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-0-2 (Attachment 
9). 

 
SB 1402 - nursing care board; DHS; transfer – DO PASS AMENDED / STRIKE EVERYTHING 
 
Venus Booth, Health Research Intern, explained the 10 page Aboud strike everything amendment 
dated 2/25/08 at 8:11 a.m. (Attachment G) and the 3-line Aboud amendment to the strike everything 
amendment dated 2/27/08 at 11:05 a.m. (Attachment H) 
 
January Contreras, Legislative Liaison, Office of the Governor, testified in support of SB 1402 
and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Maureen Casey, representing herself, testified in support of SB 1402. 
 
Don Hughes, Blue Cross Blue Shield of Arizona, testified in opposition to SB 1402 and answered 
questions posed by the Committee. 
 
January Contreras answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 

Senator Aboud moved SB 1402 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Aboud moved the 10 page Aboud strike everything amendment dated 
2/25/08 at 8:11 a.m. be ADOPTED.  
 
Senator Aboud moved the 3-line Aboud amendment to the strike everything 
amendment dated 2/27/08 at 11:05 a.m. be ADOPTED. The motion CARRIED by 
voice vote. 

  
Senator Aboud moved the 10 page Aboud strike everything amendment dated 
2/25/08 at 8:11 a.m. AS AMENDED, be ADOPTED. The motion CARRIED by voice 
vote. 
  
Senator Aboud moved SB 1402 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 4-2-1 (Attachment 
10). 

 
 



  Committee on Health  
February 28, 2008 

 7  

In explanation of her vote, Senator Aboud stated, “I appreciate Senator Leff’s comments. I hope that 
people on this Committee recognize that this is a plan, we need to move forward and continue the 
dialogue. There are potentially 54,000 un-insured children that are going to be covered by this 
legislation as January said. Seven states already have a buy-in program. We need to be addressing 
the problem of our un-insured children in Arizona. We are one of the top states in the nation that has 
too many un-insured children and for that, I vote aye.” 
 
In explanation of his vote, Senator O’Halleran said, “This is the first opportunity in my career to sit on 
the Health Committee and I have dealt with a lot of health issues. Time and time again we learn that 
this system is totally broke from one side to the other. The more knowledge I gain on this system the 
worse it gets. You think about it at nighttime it is so bad. I believe on this issue, kids, the children of 
our State, the children of our nation need to be cared for, they are our future. They deserve a good 
life. As much as I do not like the current bill because of the lack of information that is within, I do not 
want to go down healthcare group, I do not want to get us confused with a risk pool later on that might 
deal with some of these issues but I think for the sake of moving this bill so we have an appropriate 
discussion that takes into account what we need up front to make a decision, not behind to make a 
decision. This type of bill is going to require a financial decision up front. That is the bottom line to me. 
The faster we can get to work on it, the better off we are going to be and with that I vote aye.” 
 
SB 1376 - AHCCCS; hospital reimbursement – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Heather Owens, Health Committee Research Analyst, explained SB 1376 and the 14-line 
O’Halleran amendment dated 2/27/08 at 3:52 p.m. (Attachment I) She answered questions posed by 
the Committee. 
 
Jaime Molera, Mercy Care Plan, testified in opposition to SB 1376. 
 
Stan Ronovich, CEO, Mercy Care Plan, testified in opposition to SB 1376. 
 
Rodney Armstead, CEO/APIPA, testified in opposition to SB 1376. 
 
Laurie Lange, Vice President, Public Affairs, Arizona Hospital and Healthcare Association, 
testified in support of SB 1376 and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Phyllis Biedess, Former Director of AHCCCS, testified in opposition to SB 1376 and answered 
questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Tom Betclach, Director, AHCCCS, testified in opposition to SB 1376 and answered questions 
posed by the Committee. 
 
Richard Byrne, Medicaid Supervisor, Banner Health, testified in support of SB 1376. 
 
Senator O’Halleran announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
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Senator Verschoor moved SB 1376 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Verschoor moved the 14-line O’Halleran amendment dated 2/27/08 at 3:52 
p.m. be ADOPTED. The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Verschoor moved SB 1376 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 4-2-1 (Attachment 
11). 

 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Aguirre stated, “Quite often I hear from doctors in Yuma about this 
issue. I think we can have the same conversation we just had, not only for the hospital but for private 
providers that are willing to contract with AHCCCS. We are losing providers that are willing to do that 
because of this reason. I am going to vote aye but I hope we continue the discussion.” 
 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Verschoor said, “I am very uncomfortable with this bill. I think it 
needs a lot of work. I think there is a lot of information out there that still has not been provided to us 
that we really need. I hope that information comes forward. I think it needs to come forward. I am 
going to vote no for now and I really hope we can work on that and quite frankly, I do agree that I 
would rather this be settled outside of statutory action. I do fully understand the need to sometimes 
motivate people but with that I vote no.” 
 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Aboud remarked, “I recognize this bill is going to pass. I think a 
good reason it should pass is to continue to bring the people to the table. I do not like to see things 
that can be negotiated privately, brought here but I do recognize the problem with the hospitals. I 
think it is terrible from a business point of view that bills are not being paid in a timely fashion. I can 
appreciate the size of AHCCCS and the number of plans you need to be working with but I also think 
that AHCCCS needs more motivation. I think the claims are too high still. I appreciate that three plans 
sat down with hospitals possibly because of this bill and are actively working to negotiate and I think if 
this bill is the motivation then I support it in that sense but I am going to vote no because I still like 
people to do the negotiating so that we do not have to legislate this.” 
 
In explanation of his vote, Senator O’Halleran stated, “I agree with both Senator Verschoor and 
Senator Aboud that this bill needs some work and also, I would rather see it outside of the legislative 
process but the fact remains that those three companies did not come to the hospitals prior to this 
process. We have some negotiations ongoing behind the scenes and the speed at which this needs 
to take place is much faster than the year to year contractual obligation process that AHCCCS has 
done in the past. I am not saying they are doing a bad job but AHCCCS has its job and one of those 
is to make sure it keeps AHCCCS cost down as far as it can and therefore government cost but we 
would be lying to the public if we are only concerned about keeping our costs down and we will pass 
on that hidden agenda of government subsidies by the tax payers into the healthcare system to pass 
this along but we will not just call it a tax. If we are going to do this we need to do it efficiently and with 
that I say aye.” 
 
SB 1294 - health insurance mandates; procedures - FAILED 
 
Heather Owens, Health Committee Research Analyst, explained SB 1294. She explained the 7-
line Leff amendment dated 2/27/08 at 9:23 a.m. (Attachment J) and the 4-line Aboud amendment 
dated 2/26/08 at 4:42 p.m. (Attachment K) 
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Senator Leff, bill sponsor, further explained SB 1294. 
 
Michelle Bolton, State Director, NFIB, testified in support of SB 1294 and submitted a handout 
containing ARS 20-182 (Attachment L) She answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Colby Bower, Director of Government Relations, American Cancer Society, testified in 
opposition to SB 1294. 
 

Senator Leff moved SB 1294 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Leff moved the 7-line Leff amendment dated 2/27/08 at 9:23 a.m. be 
ADOPTED. The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 

 
Senator Aboud announced that she would withdraw her amendment. 
 

Senator Leff moved SB 1294 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion FAILED with a roll call vote of 3-3-1 (Attachment 
12). 

 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Aboud remarked, “With all due respect to Senator Leff, the 
participation I had on the autism bill, it was such an important process and I hate to see that delayed 
an entire year and for that I vote no.” 
 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Aguirre stated, “I think what Senator Leff is trying to do is 
(inaudible) but I have to vote no.” 
 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Leff said, “Nothing would be delayed a year. It is the fall of the 
same session. It is a calendar difference but it is not months. We meet in September, October, 
November, bills are introduced in January so there is no year in delay. Health insurance is expensive 
and we are pricing people out of the market everyday. Certainly cancer treatment is not something we 
would be looking at as a problem to be covered by health insurance both there are many groups that 
come here that want mandates put on private health insurance costs that do not have life saving 
benefits to them. They may feel good at the moment or a group may want them but that does not 
mean that everyone in the entire state who buys health insurance should have to have one of those 
particular mandates. We have had this discussion very often, about people’s choice, especially if you 
are buying your own policy. If your employer is not buying it for you, you should have a choice to buy 
any policy that suits you, not one that mandates what everyone might want. This bill would simply 
shine a light on what we are doing when we put a mandate on private insurance which, as I said 
before, raises the cost for every single person and health insurance is already un-affordable for many 
people. All this would have done is shed light on it, look at the pros and cons in an un-emotional 
atmosphere where we could actually look at the numbers, costs and value to society and 
unfortunately, clearly this is not going to get a chance to move forward and I find that unfortunate. If 
something is good or should be mandated, then shining a light on it and really having time to discuss 
it would have been a positive thing. All too often on this committee about something being a 
complicated issue, people do not know how they can vote on it today, this would have given us the 
chance to look at those complicated issues and really study them, I vote aye.” 
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In explanation of his vote, Senator O’Halleran stated, “In a part-time legislature, there are obviously 
very difficult issues and that has been highlighted today. The lobbyist and all those associated with 
this process need to start bringing issues forward at a much faster pace. To the autism issue, would it 
have hurt the autism issue this year? Yes, if they would have brought it up at the time they did. In the 
long-run, if everyone in the process knows how the process works, those issues will be brought up at 
a much faster pace and dealt with accordingly so that we really know the impact and cost. I also think 
that, as this comes forward again potentially, we need to look at the Chairs of the committees that 
hear these bills are going to have to be required to hear these bills in an expeditious way. With that I 
vote aye.” 
 
SB 1213 - AHCCCS; children; psychiatric medications; information – FAILED 
 
Heather Owens, Health Committee Research Analyst, explained SB 1213. 
 
Senator Johnson, bill sponsor, testified in support of SB 1213 and submitted a handout from 
AHCCCS entitled BHS Pharmacy Encounters (Attachment M). 
 
Sherri Walton, Mental Health America of Arizona, testified in opposition to SB 1213. 
 
Mary Rimsza, Arizona Chapter American Academy of Pediatrics, testified in opposition to SB 
1213 and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Richard Haworth, Volunteer, Citizens Commission on Human Rights, testified in support of SB 
1213. 
 

Senator Verschoor moved SB 1213 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 1-5-1 (Attachment 13). 

 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Aboud stated, “I think the bill is too broad. I do want to address the 
foster care issue. I would like the doctor to maybe meet with me and the sponsor and I vote no.” 
 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Aguirre said, “I appreciate Senator Johnson and I know this an 
issue she has been working hard on but I still can not support this and I vote no.” 
 
SB 1399 - doctors; prescriptions; nonindicated use (continued) - FAILED 
 
Venus Booth, Health Research Intern, explained SB 1399. 
 
Senator Johnson, bill sponsor, testified in support of SB 1399. 
 
Sherri Walton, Mental Health America of Arizona, testified in opposition to SB 1399. 
 
Elise Fatimi, representing herself, testified in opposition to SB 1399. 
 
Mary Rimsza, Arizona Chapter American Academy of Pediatrics, testified in opposition to SB 
1399. 
 
Senator Verschoor announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
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Senator Leff moved SB 1399 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. The 
motion FAILED with a roll call vote of 1-4-2 (Attachment 2). 

 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Aboud stated, “I want to thank the sponsor for bringing the issue 
forward. This is something I do not think a lot about. I am going to vote no but I also see that there is 
a discussion that needs to go on around this issue and I hope that somehow that discussion 
happens.” 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:20 p.m. 
 
 Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Jeff Turner 
 Committee Secretary 
 
 
 
(Audio recordings and attachments on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115. 
Audio archives are available at http://www.azsenate.gov)  
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