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Chairman Burns called the meeting to order at 1:44 p.m., and attendance was noted. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Senator Burns moved the minutes of February 19, 2008 be approved.   
Without objection, the minutes were approved as distributed. 

 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
SB 1083 – gold star family license plates – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Jake Agron, Senate Appropriations Committee Assistant Analyst, explained SB 1083 and 
the 2-line Waring amendment dated 02/25/08 at 3:48 p.m. (Attachment A). 
 
Senator Waring, bill sponsor, further explained SB 1083.  
 

Senator Johnson moved SB 1083 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.   
 
Senator Waring moved his 2-line amendment dated 02/25/08 at 3:48 p.m. be 
ADOPTED.   The motion CARRIED by a voice vote. 
 
Senator Johnson moved SB 1083 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation.   
 

Margy Bons, Operation Home Front of Arizona President and Gold Star Mom, representing 
herself, testified in support of SB 1083. 
 
Kathy Upchurch, NGO Liaison, Self- Gold Star Wives of America, Inc., testified in support of SB 
1083 and possible changes still necessary in the bill. 

 
Senator Burns stated that the motion on the floor is SB 1083 AS AMENDED, DO 
PASS.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 8-0-3 (Attachment 1). 
 

In explanation of her vote, Senator Aguirre stated “I would like to thank Senator Waring for 
introducing this bill.  As you all know I am a very proud Mom of an Air Force active duty pilot, who 
flies helicopters and blackhawks.  There is no day that goes by that I do not wake up and pray for my 
son and for those that put their lives in danger.  I want to thank the families for also being here and 
the many emails that we got sharing your stories and pictures of your beautiful son or daughter, with 
that I vote ‘aye’.” 
 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Flake stated “I am very touched by these eight or ten emails that 
have come about our brothers and sisters and sons and husbands fallen in the war and I am happy to 
vote ‘yes’.” 
 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Johnson stated “I identify very much with Senator Aguirre’s 
remarks having had a son that thankfully is home after serving four years in the military out of Fort 
Hood, Texas and spending 14 months in Baghdad.  I am very thankful to have him home and 
understand the sacrifice the families make and I am happy to vote ‘yes’.” 
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In explanation of his vote, Senator Waring stated “We worked a lot on this bill with former 
Representative Lena Saradnik.  I am sorry that her health issues made her resign and she wanted to 
cosponsor this bill together.  Anyway I did want to recognize that her contribution to this was critical 
and she worked with the Department of Veteran Services on this.  I just wanted to say thank you if 
you are out there listening.  I appreciate it very much and I vote ‘aye’.” 
 
SB 1337 – centennial funding; capitol renovation – DO PASS  
 
Jake Agron, Senate Appropriations Committee Assistant Analyst, explained SB 1337. 
 

Senator Johnson moved SB 1337 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.   
 
John Driggs, Commissioner, Arizona Historical Advisory Commission, testified in support of   
SB 1337. 
 
Senator Burns noted the names of individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 

Senator Burns called for a vote on the motion returning SB 1337 with a DO PASS 
recommendation.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-1-4 (Attachment 
2). 

 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Flake stated “I would like to comment on the enthusiasm of Mr. 
Driggs.  Usually when your hair is all gray and you are walking with a cane, why you just want to slow 
down a little and as all of you know because most of you signed on to this bill he has not let up one 
inch.  He is very enthused about it and his enthusiasm is contagious and you know, as he said, this 
100 years only comes once every 100 years.  This would be our first centennial, I guess you only 
have one centennial.  This will be our centennial and boy now is not too early, in fact maybe a little 
slow for doing some great planning for the great centennial for this great state.  I commend him and 
what he is trying to do and support him in it.  I was happy to be able to sponsor this bill and I vote 
‘aye’.” 
 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Johnson stated “I agree with Senator Flake in commending Mr. 
Driggs for his enthusiasm and great work on this and I did originally sign on to this bill early on, but 
you know folks we are in a very, very difficult time right now.  We are facing a train wreck in just the 
next few weeks, if not months in this state and I just do not feel that I can be fiscally responsible at 
this time in voting for this bill.  I think that we need to maybe look at going down the road a little 
further and we just need every bit of money we can get ahold of right now to help balance this budget 
and I cannot in good conscience go ahead and vote for this, so I am voting ‘no’.” 
 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Burns stated “I heard that Mr. Driggs was already planning for the 
next 100 year event.  I have to agree with Senator Johnson that we are certainly in a critical situation.  
A real budget crisis in my opinion but I am going to vote ‘yes’ on this bill at this time to keep it moving 
along and we will see how all this fits in in the final picture.  This is money that has been previously 
appropriated and so somewhat unlike some of the things that we are discussing at the present time, 
so with that I vote ‘yes’.” 
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There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:04 p.m. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Shelley Ponce 
Committee Secretary 

 
(Audio recordings and attachments on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115. Audio 
archives are available at http://www.azsenate.gov)  
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