
ARIZONA STATE SENATE 
48TH LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION 
 

MINUTES OF COMMITTEE ON 
COMMERCE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

 
DATE:  February 13, 2008 TIME:   9:00 a.m. ROOM:  SHR 3 

 
CHAIRMAN: Senator Leff VICE CHAIRMAN: Senator Blendu 

  
ANALYST: Leah Birk INTERN: Sheila Gholkar 

 
 
ASSISTANT 
ANALYST:   

Justin Weaver 
 

COMMITTEE  
SECRETARY: 

 
Jeff Turner 

 

ATTENDANCE BILLS 

 

Committee Members Pr Ab Ex Bill Number Disposition 
Senator Allen   x SB 1173 HELD 
Senator Burton Cahill x   SB 1228 DP 
Senator Cheuvront x   SB 1258 DP 
Senator Gorman x   SB 1366 DPA 
Senator Miranda   x   
Senator Tibshraeny x     
Senator Blendu, Vice Chairman x     
Senator Leff, Chairman x     

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  Committee on Commerce and Economic Development  
February 13, 2008 

 2  

Chairman Leff called the meeting to order at 9:17 a.m. and attendance was taken. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
Senator Leff moved the minutes of February 6, 2008 be approved.   
Without objection, the minutes were approved as distributed. 

 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
SB 1173 - workers' compensation; occupational disease - HELD 
 
Senator Leff announced that SB 1173 would be HELD. 
 
SB 1366 - Sudan; investments; business operations; prohibition. – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Justin Weaver, Commerce and Economic Development Assistant Research Analyst, explained 
SB 1366 and the 7-line Leff amendment dated 2/12/08 at 12:27 p.m. (Attachment A) He answered 
questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Senator Aboud, bill sponsor, testified in support of SB 1366. 
 
Representative Sinema, District 15, testified in support of SB 1366 and answered questions posed 
by the Committee. 
 
Idris Abdelmoula, representing himself, testified in support of SB 1366. 
 
Mohamed Adam, representing himself, testified in support of SB 1366. 
 
Senator Leff announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 

Senator Blendu moved SB 1366 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Blendu moved the 7-line Leff amendment dated 2/12/08 at 12:27 p.m. be 
ADOPTED. The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Blendu moved SB 1366 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-0-2 (Attachment 
1). 

 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Burton Cahill stated, “I have lived my life with a phrase that is very 
important to me which is, think globally and act locally. My husband sat on the City Council in Tempe 
for a dozen years and one of the things he was instrumental in doing was making sure that one of our 
Tempe sister cities was Timbuktu. My son, my only child is a medic and a Navy Seal and he is 
currently serving Northwest of Baghdad in Iraq. There are days down here that are very special and 
those are the days where in one fell swoop, we can move Arizona forward and we can truly be acting 
locally but thinking very globally and with that, I vote a very happy aye.” 
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In explanation of his vote, Senator Cheuvront said, “I want to first thank Senator Aboud and 
Representative Sinema for bringing this forward. I know first hand that Representative Sinema had to 
work very hard on this. My niece at Sunny Slope High was involved in the organization at her high 
school that was trying to deal with the conflict in Darfur. I also want to thank all of those who are here 
from the Sudan. I have not been to your country but I have been to Chad, next door, and worked with 
their government and I see the challenges they are having right now. I have spent a lot of time in 
Africa and it is unfortunate that conflicts continue to happen. I went to school there in the early 80’s 
and when I have gone back there it has only gotten worse. I hope that this century we will see less 
ethnic conflict and the ability for prosperity to happen. I welcome all of you, from the Lost Boys, to all 
of the other members here and I vote aye.” 
 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Gorman remarked, “I have many family friends who have been to 
Uganda and tell me a lot of stories and I know that they are very real and they still, after 
years……suffer from what they experienced (inaudible). The fact that those types of things are still 
going on against humans in the world, I think, is an atrocity. With that I proudly vote aye.” 
 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Blendu stated, “I would like to thank all of you for coming down. I 
think it is important to note that the Sudan is just one of the places this is happening and that is 
unfortunate, these tragic stories. People wonder why America is so great. It is not our borders that 
make us great, it is our people, it is our constitution, and it is our form of government. None of us 
have to go home today and worry about someone coming into our home and shooting us because of 
our political beliefs. You are free to not only speak against the government of any other country here, 
but you are free to speak against our government here. All of us stand up for those principles and we 
fight to preserve them. We welcome you to our country and we thank you for coming here and telling 
us those stories and reminding us of the difference between America and some of the other places in 
the world and I vote aye.” 
 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Leff said, “After the Holocaust, the world said never again. That is 
not true, it is still happening. I will never understand mans in-humanity to man….which is still with us, 
and hopefully the world will keep speaking and saying never again and trying to do something about it 
until it actually happens, until it is never again. Unfortunately society is not there yet but maybe 
someday, God willing, it will be, and I vote aye.” 
 
SB 1228 - charitable funds; management – DO PASS 
 
Leah Birk, Commerce and Economic Development Research Analyst, explained SB 1228 and 
answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Gene Lemon, Commissioner, Uniform Law Commission, testified in support of SB 1228 and 
answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 

Senator Blendu moved SB 1228 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-0-2 (Attachment 2). 

 
SB 1258 - timeshares; trustee's sales; foreclosures – DO PASS 
 
Justin Weaver, Commerce and Economic Development Assistant Research Analyst, explained 
SB 1258. 
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Don Isaacson, American Resort Development Association, testified in support of SB 1258. 
 

Senator Blendu moved SB 1258 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-0-2 (Attachment 3). 

 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:20 a.m. 
 
 
 Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 Jeff Turner 
 Committee Secretary 
 
(Audio recordings and attachments on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115. 
Audio archives are available at http://www.azsenate.gov)  
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