
ARIZONA STATE SENATE 
48TH LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION 
 

MINUTES OF COMMITTEE ON 
EDUCATION K-12  

 
DATE:  January 30, 2008 TIME:   9:00 a.m. ROOM:  SHR1 

 
CHAIRMAN: Senator Johnson VICE CHAIRMAN: Senator L. Gray 

  
ANALYST: Dawn Wallace INTERN:   

 
 Alisa Yasin 
 

 
   

 
COMMITTEE  
SECRETARY: 

 
Shelley Ponce 

 

ATTENDANCE BILLS 

 

Committee Members Pr Ab Ex Bill Number Disposition 
Senator Gould X   SB 1031 DPA 
Senator Huppenthal X   SB 1032 DP 
Senator Landrum Taylor X   SB 1046 DP 
Senator McCune Davis X   SB 1079 HELD 
Senator O’Halleran X   SB 1081 DP 
Senator Pesquiera X     
Senator Soltero X     
Senator L. Gray, Vice Chairman X     
Senator Johnson, Chairman X     

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  Committee on Education K-12  
 2  January 30, 2008 

Chairman Johnson called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m. and attendance was taken. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Senator Johnson moved the minutes of January 16, 2008 be approved.  Without 
objection, the minutes were approved as distributed. 

 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
SB 1031 – school facilities board; project management – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Alisa Yasin, Education K-12 Committee Intern, explained SB 1031 and the 2-line Gray amendment 
dated 01/28/08 at 8:12 a.m. (Attachment A). 

 
Senator Gray moved SB 1031 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.   
 
Senator Gray moved her 2-line amendment dated 01/28/08 at 8:12 a.m. be 
ADOPTED.  The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Gray moved SB 1031 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-2 (Attachment 
1). 

 
Michael Smith, Arizona School Administrators, testified in support of SB 1031. 
 
Senator Gray read the names of individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 
SB 1032 – school facilities board; omnibus  – DO PASS 
 
Alisa Yasin, Education K-12 Committee Intern, explained SB 1032. 
 
Senator Gray read the names of individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 
Monica Petersen, Deputy Director of Finance, Arizona School Facilities Board, testified in 
support of SB 1032 and answered questions posed by the committee. 
 

Senator Gray moved SB 1032 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  The 
motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-1-1 (Attachment 2). 

 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Gould stated “I have made it a policy to vote against omnibus bills 
so I will be voting ‘no’.” 
 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Landrum Taylor stated “I did not want to go on and on with the 
question that Senator McCune Davis brought up but it really is actually a relevant point.  It would be 
nice to see some type of a time frame.  I understand that it can be a bit complicated to narrow it right 
down, depending on the situation, but to have some type of a time frame so that we do not have a 
situation where things can stretch out and stretch and stretch and stretch and I …..One example that 
popped into my head is sometimes when you have for instance certain businesses may have 
temporary permits.  It has been a big battle that I have worked on for many years and these 
temporary permits can go eight, nine, ten years.  I just want to make sure that there is some type of 
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agreeable time frame we can come up with and maybe perhaps that could be worked on the floor and 
move forward.  If we can do that then I can support it at this point and I will vote ‘yes’.”  
 
In explanation of her vote, Senator McCune Davis stated “Just following up on what Ms. Landrum 
Taylor said, if in fact we have an emergency, by lengthening out the time of response, I assume you 
leave the school district holding the bag on the emergency and so I too would be looking for a time 
frame where we know that creates the sense of urgency and puts a deadline into law and I vote 
‘aye’.” 
 
SB 1046 – education budget; date of enactment  – DO PASS 
 
Dawn Wallace, Education K-12 Committee Analyst, explained SB 1046. 
 
Senator Pesquiera, bill sponsor, further explained SB 1046. 
 
Senator Gray read the names of individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 
Beth Sauer, Governmental Relations Analyst, Arizona School Boards Association, testified in 
support of SB 1046 
 

Senator Gray moved SB 1046 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  The 
motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 9-0-0 (Attachment 3). 

 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Soltero stated “I am going to vote ‘aye’ to continue this discussion.  
Because we have not done this before does not mean that maybe it is time we do something like this.  
Too often we get into this little comfortable zone and we do not want to change things so maybe it is 
time we change something anyway and I vote ‘aye’.” 
 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Gray stated “We do need a discussion and we require school 
districts to send forth a budget on April 15th when they do not even know what the budget might be or 
May 15th, whichever date that is and for teacher contracts.  I think this should apply to the whole 
budget process and in consideration of that, I vote ‘aye’.” 
 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Johnson stated “I would just like to associate my remarks with 
Senator Soltero.  He and I end up agreeing a lot on things and I certainly do agree with him.  I think 
that this is a great vehicle for more conversation and more action hopefully taken in regards to the 
budget process and I vote ‘aye’.” 
 
SB 1079 – tax credit; schools; study abroad  – HELD 
 
Dawn Wallace, Education K-12 Committee Analyst, explained SB 1079. 
 
Margaret Dubois, Junior Ambassador Program Director, distributed “East, West meet and learn” 
(Attachment C) and testified in opposition to SB 1079. 
 
Kenneth Baca, Assistant Superintendent, Phoenix Elementary School District #1, testified in 
opposition to SB 1079. 
 
Senator Gray read the names of individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
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Michael Smith, Arizona School Administrators, testified in opposition to SB 1079. 
 
Senator Gray stated that SB 1079 would be HELD. 
 
SB 1081 – TAPBI program; administrative salaries  – DO PASS 
 
Dawn Wallace, Education K-12 Committee Analyst, explained SB 1081. 
 
Senator Gray read the names of individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 
Michael Smith, Arizona School Administrators, registered neutral on SB 1081 and answered 
questions posed by the committee. 
 

Senator Gray moved SB 1081 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  The 
motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-2 (Attachment 4). 

 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Soltero stated “At the same time, I am a little concerned as to how 
do we either justify some of these salaries or how do we say that the salaries being paid are justified 
or not justified.  What other criteria is available to either justify or not as Mike stated.  How much goes 
into each administrator’s duties compared to other administrators duties and so on and so forth.  
Again like I said I am kind of concerned about that information and how we arrive at it.  But for now, 
Madam Chair, I will vote ‘aye’.” 

 
 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:45 a.m. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Shelley Ponce 
Committee Secretary 

 
(Audio recordings and attachments on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115. Audio 
archives are available at http://www.azsenate.gov)  
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