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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona:

Section 1. Section 15-421, Arizona Revised Statutes, 1is amended to
read:

15-421. Governing board; members; qualifications; questionnaire

A. The governing body of a school district shall be a governing
board. There shall be three governing board members, except as otherwise
provided by this section and section 15-425, subsection A.

B. The governing body of a high school district shall be a governing
board composed of:

1. In a single district, the governing board members of the common
school district.

2. In a union high school district, five members.

C. A person who is a registered voter of this state and has been a
resident of the school district for AT LEAST one year immediately preceding
the day of election is eligible for election to the office of governing board
member.

D. No employee of a school district or the spouse of such employee may
hold membership on a governing board of a school district by which such
employee is employed.

E. A member of one governing board is ineligible to be a candidate for
nomination or election to or serve simultaneously as a member of any other
governing board, except that a member of a governing board may be a candidate
for nomination or election for any other governing board if the member is
serving in the last year of a term of office. A member of a governing board
shall resign the member's seat on the governing board before becoming a
candidate for nomination or election to the governing board of any other
school district, unless the member of the governing board is serving in the
last year of a term of office.

F. EACH SCHOOL DISTRICT SHALL PUBLISH ON A WEBSITE DEVOTED TO THIS
PURPOSE THE RESPONSES OF EACH CANDIDATE FOR MEMBERSHIP ON THE SCHOOL DISTRICT
GOVERNING BOARD TO A GOVERNING BOARD CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE. EACH SCHOOL
DISTRICT SHALL ASSIGN A SINGLE PERSON TO MANAGE THE PORTION OF THE SCHOOL
DISTRICT'S WEBSITE DEVOTED TO CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRES AND TO ASSIST EACH
GOVERNING BOARD CANDIDATE TO ENSURE THAT THE CANDIDATE'S RESPONSES TO THE
QUESTIONNAIRE ARE POSTED ON THE WEBSITE IN A TIMELY AND ACCURATE MANNER. AT
LEAST TWENTY-ONE DAYS BEFORE THE DATE THAT EARLY BALLOTS ARE ALLOWED TO BE
MAILED TO QUALIFIED ELECTORS IN THE SCHOOL DISTRICT, EACH SCHOOL DISTRICT
SHALL DISTRIBUTE A CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE TO EACH CANDIDATE FOR MEMBERSHIP
ON THE SCHOOL DISTRICT GOVERNING BOARD. EACH CANDIDATE FOR MEMBERSHIP ON THE
SCHOOL DISTRICT GOVERNING BOARD SHALL RETURN THE CANDIDATE'S RESPONSES TO THE
QUESTIONNAIRE TO THE PERSON ASSIGNED TO MANAGE THE PORTION OF THE SCHOOL
DISTRICT'S WEBSITE DEVOTED TO CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRES. THE PERSON ASSIGNED
TO MANAGE THE PORTION OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT'S WEBSITE DEVOTED TO CANDIDATE
QUESTIONNAIRES SHALL PROMPTLY POST EACH CANDIDATE'S RESPONSES TO THE
QUESTIONNAIRE ON THE SCHOOL DISTRICT'S WEBSITE. THE SCHOOL DISTRICT SHALL
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PUBLISH THE WEBSITE ADDRESS WHERE THE CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRES ARE POSTED IN
A NEWSPAPER OF GENERAL CIRCULATION IN THE COUNTY IN WHICH THE SCHOOL DISTRICT
IS LOCATED AT LEAST ONCE EACH WEEK BEGINNING NO LATER THAN SEVEN DAYS BEFORE
THE DATE THAT EARLY BALLOTS ARE ALLOWED TO BE MAILED TO QUALIFIED ELECTORS IN
THE SCHOOL DISTRICT UNTIL THE DATE OF THE ELECTION. THE GOVERNING BOARD
CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE SHALL BE IN A FORMAT DEVELOPED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION WITH INPUT FROM A STATEWIDE ORGANIZATION COMPOSED OF SCHOOL
DISTRICT GOVERNING BOARD MEMBERS AND SHALL CONTAIN THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:

1. A RECENT PHOTOGRAPH OF THE CANDIDATE.

2. THE CANDIDATE'S NAME.

3. THE CANDIDATE'S HOME ADDRESS.

4. THE CANDIDATE'S HOME TELEPHONE NUMBER AND ANY OTHER WORK OR
CELLULAR TELEPHONE NUMBERS THAT THE CANDIDATE WISHES TO PROVIDE.

5. THE CANDIDATE'S ELECTRONIC MAIL ADDRESS, IF ONE EXISTS.

6. THE WEBSITE ADDRESS OF THE CANDIDATE, IF ONE EXISTS.

7. THE CANDIDATE'S AGE.

8. THE CANDIDATE'S OCCUPATION.

9. A DESCRIPTION OF THE CANDIDATE'S EDUCATION, INCLUDING THE TYPE OF
POSTSECONDARY DEGREES EARNED, IF ANY, AND THE MAJOR AND MINOR POSTSECONDARY
FIELDS OF STUDY DECLARED BY THE CANDIDATE.

10. A DESCRIPTION OF THE CANDIDATE'S FAMILY, INCLUDING THE FOLLOWING
INFORMATION:

(a) THE CURRENT MARITAL STATUS OF THE CANDIDATE, INCLUDING THE NAME OF
THE CANDIDATE'S SPOUSE, IF APPLICABLE, AND THE LENGTH OF THE CANDIDATE'S
MARRIAGE, IF APPLICABLE.

(b) INFORMATION ABOUT THE CANDIDATE'S CHILDREN, IF ANY, INCLUDING THE
FOLLOWING INFORMATION:

(i) THE NUMBER OF THE CANDIDATE'S CHILDREN.

(ii) THE AGES OF THE CANDIDATE'S CHILDREN.

(iii) THE NAME OF THE SCHOOLS THAT ARE CURRENTLY ATTENDED BY THE
CANDIDATE'S CHILDREN AND THE NAME OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICTS WHERE EACH OF THOSE
SCHOOLS ARE LOCATED.

11. THE CANDIDATE'S ANSWERS TO THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

(a) HOW LONG HAVE YOU LIVED IN THE SCHOOL DISTRICT?

(b) DO YOU HAVE CHILDREN WHO ATTEND SCHOOLS THAT ARE LOCATED IN THE
SCHOOL DISTRICT? IF YES, WHICH SCHOOLS?

(c) WHAT, IF ANY, PREVIOUS SCHOOL DISTRICT GOVERNING BOARD EXPERIENCE
DO YOU POSSESS?

(d) WHAT, IF ANY, CIVIC OR COMMUNITY EXPERIENCE DO YOU POSSESS?

(e) WHY ARE YOU RUNNING FOR MEMBERSHIP ON THE SCHOOL DISTRICT
GOVERNING BOARD?

(f) DESCRIBE THE TOP THREE ANTICIPATED CHALLENGES YOUR SCHOOL DISTRICT
WILL FACE IN THE COMING SCHOOL YEAR AND EXPLAIN YOUR STRATEGIES TO OVERCOME
THOSE CHALLENGES.
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(g) WHAT SPENDING ISSUES IN YOUR SCHOOL DISTRICT’S BUDGET DO YOU
DISAGREE WITH AND WHAT WOULD YOU DO DIFFERENTLY WITH RESPECT TO SPENDING?

(h) WHAT EFFECT HAS THE EMPHASIS PLACED ON TEST SCORES HAD ON YOUR
SCHOOL DISTRICT, THE SCHOOLS IN YOUR SCHOOL DISTRICT AND THE PERSONNEL OF THE
SCHOOLS IN YOUR SCHOOL DISTRICT?

(i) WHAT CURRENT SCHOOL DISTRICT POLICIES, IF ANY, DO YOU BELIEVE NEED
TO BE CHANGED? IF SO, WHY?

(j) WHAT SHOULD YOUR DISTRICT DO, IF ANYTHING, TO COMPETE WITH CHARTER
SCHOOLS AND PRIVATE SCHOOLS?

(k) ARE YOU SATISFIED WITH THE PERFORMANCE OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT
SUPERINTENDENT AND THE OVERALL LEADERSHIP OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT? IF NOT,
WHY NOT?

(1) WHY DO YOU BELIEVE THE VOTERS OF THIS SCHOOL DISTRICT SHOULD ELECT
YOU AS ONE OF THEIR SCHOOL DISTRICT GOVERNING BOARD MEMBERS?
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