
 

 - i - 
 

 
 
 

House Engrossed
 
 
 
State of Arizona 
House of Representatives 
Forty-eighth Legislature 
First Regular Session 
2007 
 
 

HOUSE CONCURRENT MEMORIAL 2013 
 
 

 
A CONCURRENT MEMORIAL 

 
URGING THE UNION PACIFIC CORPORATION TO AVOID OR MITIGATE ADVERSE EFFECTS ON 
LOCAL ECONOMIES THAT ARE AFFECTED BY NEW RAILROAD RIGHTS-OF-WAY. 
 
 

(TEXT OF BILL BEGINS ON NEXT PAGE) 
 



 
H.C.M. 2013 
 
 
 

 - 1 - 

To the directors and officers of the Union Pacific Corporation: 1 
Your memorialist respectfully represents: 2 
Whereas, the State of Arizona, its local governments and its people 3 

recognize that agriculture is a vital and major contributor to this state’s 4 
economy through production and jobs; and  5 

Whereas, a study from the University of Arizona estimates that the 6 
direct, induced and ripple effects of Arizona's agriculture industry provide 7 
an overall impact of nine billion dollars; and 8 

Whereas, urban growth into Arizona’s farmland will push farmers and our 9 
food supply out of the state and out of the country; and 10 

Whereas, our food supply is a matter of national security and the state 11 
should protect and ensure the continued vitality of the agriculture industry 12 
for the protection of public health, safety and welfare; and  13 

Whereas, agriculture plays a major role in land management of open 14 
space and natural resources; and  15 

Whereas, proposals for new railways and rail facilities by Union 16 
Pacific Railroad are threatening to destroy vital agricultural lands across 17 
the state; and  18 

Whereas, due to the lack of local regulation on railroads, farmers and 19 
landowners will have to sell their land or face an eminent domain taking from 20 
the railroad; and 21 

Whereas, the local communities being affected by the new railways have 22 
extremely limited means by which to require the railroad to recognize the 23 
community’s concerns of air quality, safety and traffic; and 24 

Whereas, the State of Arizona recognizes the significant impact of new 25 
rail infrastructure and the importance of proper planning for future 26 
growth.   27 
Wherefore your memorialist, the House of Representatives of the State of 28 

Arizona, the Senate concurring, prays: 29 
1.  That the Union Pacific Corporation work with local communities in 30 

the State of Arizona and participate in town halls and local meetings to 31 
ensure that any new or proposed railroad, right-of-way and infrastructure 32 
plans do not devastate the local economy and that alternate routes are 33 
considered if proposed alignments have the potential to displace prime 34 
agricultural lands. 35 

2.  That the Secretary of State of the State of Arizona transmit copies 36 
of this Memorial to the President and Members of the Board of Directors of 37 
the Union Pacific Corporation, the National Transportation Safety Board, the 38 
Governor of the State of Arizona, the Arizona Department of Transportation, 39 
the Arizona Corporation Commission, the State Land Commissioner and each 40 
member of the Arizona Congressional Delegation. 41 
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