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Chairman Gray called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m., and attendance was taken. 
 
EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS 
 
Julio A. Ramirez, Member, Psychiatric Security Review Board –           
CONFIRMATION RECOMMENDED 
 
Bill Boyd, Special Projects Coordinator, Senate Research Staff, gave a brief overview of the 
Psychiatric Security Review Board. 
 
Julio Ramirez briefly explained his background and answered questions posed by the Committee 
members. 
 

Senator Gould moved the Committee on Judiciary recommend to the full Senate 
the CONFIRMATION of Julio A. Ramirez to the Psychiatric Security Review Board.  
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 3-1-3 (Attachment 1). 

 
Michael Piccarreta, Member, Commission on Appellate Court Appointments – 
CONFIRMATION FAILED 
 
Christina Estes-Werther, Judiciary Research Analyst, gave a brief overview of the Commission on 
Appellate Court Appointments. 
 
Michael Piccarreta briefly explained his background and answered questions posed by the 
Committee members. 
 

Senator Gould moved the Committee on Judiciary recommend to the full Senate 
the CONFIRMATION of Michael Piccarreta to the Commission on Appellate Court 
Appointments.  The motion FAILED with a roll call vote of 1-3-3 (Attachment 2). 

 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Miranda stated “Coming from a family with four attorneys, 
from my experience, sometimes they don’t have the luxury of picking and choosing what 
defendants come to them asking for legal help.  It is the right of anyone accused to get legal 
help and if they can’t afford legal help it gets appointed to them.  I don’t pass judgment on 
attorneys simply because the defendant has done something that is horrific to our morality and 
human nature.  I would hope that the type of defendants that an attorney represents will not be 
held against them and I am going to vote ‘Aye’.” 
 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Gray stated “I think that Mr. Piccarreta has done a great job 
in his practice.  He is highly sought after as an attorney and his practice shows that.  He does 
a good service for the clients that he represents.  But, I am worried about when we are talking 
about someone picking our judges and I am worried that when we are picking those that are 
the appellate court judges some of those cases might even go to that court, maybe even some 
of those are judges you helped to select.  Also, some of the things that have been written in 
the past, relative to victimless crimes, gives me a sense of concern.  I think that Mr. Piccarreta 
should continue in his practice and I am going to vote ‘No’ as well. 
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Anne C. Graham-Bergin, Member, Commission on Appellate Court Appointments – 
CONFIRMATION FAILED 
 
Anne Graham-Bergin briefly explained her background and answered questions posed by the 
Committee members. 
 

Senator Gould moved the Committee on Judiciary recommend to the full Senate 
the CONFIRMATION of Anne C. Graham-Bergin to the Commission on      
Appellate Court Appointments. The motion FAILED with a roll call vote of                      
1-4-2 (Attachment 3). 

 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Gray stated “I am concerned that some things were left off 
and they seem to be very similar in nature.  I am also very concerned that they were very 
prominent things, one of which being the Chairman of the Board of a large organization and 
another being a member of an organization for over ten years and failed to list it.  That gives 
me pause because this leads me to believe that there might be some other things going on, 
especially when both of the organizations have political agendas.  I am afraid I am going to be 
a ‘No’.” 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Senator Gray moved the minutes of March 26, 2007, April 18, 2007, and              
May 1, 2007 be approved.  Without objection, the minutes were approved as 
distributed. 

 
Toysha R. Martin, Member, Commission on Trial Court Appointments, Maricopa County – 
CONFIRMATION RECOMMENDED 
 
Bill Boyd, Special Projects Coordinator, Senate Research Staff, gave a brief overview of the 
Commission on Trial Court Appointments, Maricopa County. 
 
Toysha Martin briefly explained her background and answered questions posed by the Committee 
members. 
 

Senator Gould moved the Committee on Judiciary recommend to the full Senate 
the CONFIRMATION of Toysha R. Martin to the Commission on Trial Court 
Appointments, Maricopa County.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of                      
5-0-2 (Attachment 4). 
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There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:05 a.m. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 

        Bill Ritz 
                                                              Committee Secretary 
 
(Audio recordings and attachments on file in the Secretary of Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115.  Audio 
archives are available at http://www.azsenate.gov). 
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