
ARIZONA STATE SENATE 
48TH LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION 
 

MINUTES OF COMMITTEE ON 
APPROPRIATIONS 

 
DATE:  April 18, 2007 TIME:   9:00 A.M. ROOM:  SHR109 

 
CHAIRMAN: Senator Burns VICE CHAIRMAN: Senator Allen 

  
ANALYST: Timothy Grubbs INTERN: John Dennis 

 
   

 
COMMITTEE  
SECRETARY: 

 
Shelley Ponce 

 

ATTENDANCE BILLS 

 

Committee Members Pr Ab Ex Bill Number Disposition 
Senator Aboud   X SR 1003 DP 
Senator Aguirre X   HB 2023 DPA/SE 
Senator Flake   X   
Senator Garcia  X     
Senator Hale X     
Senator Harper X     
Senator Huppenthal X     
Senator Johnson X     
Senator Waring X     
Senator Allen, Vice Chairman X     
Senator Burns, Chairman X     

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  Committee on Appropriations 
 2  April 18, 2007 

  

Chairman Burns called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m., and attendance was noted. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Senator Burns moved the minutes of April 3, 2007 be approved.   
Without objection, the minutes were approved as distributed. 

 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
SR 1003 - salary recommendations; disapproval – DO PASS 
 
Tim Grubbs, Appropriations Committee Analyst, distributed a letter from the Governor 
(Attachment A) and explained SR 1003.  
 
Chief Justice Ruth McGregor, Arizona Judicial Council, testified in opposition to SR 1003.  
 
Peter Eckerstrom, Judge, Arizona Court of Appeals, registered in opposition and answered 
questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Peter Dunn, lobbyist, Arizona Judges Association, testified in opposition to SR 1003. 
 
Senator Burns announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 

Senator Allen moved SR 1003 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  The 
motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-4-2 (Attachment 1). 

 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Waring stated “I am conflicted on this because I like parts of 
the Governor’s plan and frankly I like parts of the plan from the Senate.  I would be fine giving 
the judges a raise, I know some people feel differently about this, so I guess if I vote for this 
and do not vote for the Senate proposal I am giving the judges a raise that I think is at least 
fair, maybe not as much as I want but not everybody gets everything they want.  I am not 
thrilled with the idea of giving some of it, you know, no offense to our current Secretary of State 
and so forth, but 21% raise is for some of the elected officials.  I like the Governor’s proposal of 
frankly it being zero or something smaller given that we do not always take care of our state 
employees.  Since my plan is not one I can vote on, unfortunately, I think what I am going to do 
is I am going to vote for this resolution and then fight to bring down some of these numbers.  I 
just think they are going to jump out at the public and I do not think that is going to serve us 
well.  I think it is going to look like we are feathering our own friend’s political nests or 
something.  Then I will try to make sure that the judges get a raise of their own.  I know it is not 
what everyone here wants, but since I am going to make some people mad, I might as well 
make everyone mad, so I vote ‘aye’.” 
 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Allen stated “I think there is a certain amount of pettiness in 
this because too many of my colleagues in the House in my party just love to stick it to the 
judges.  I think it is very unfortunate that we have this before us today.  Perhaps the raises for 
some people in state government are more than maybe some would like but I do not want to 
see the judges thrown under the bus and I vote ‘no’ and I will work to see this does not pass on 
the floor. 
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In explanation of his vote, Senator Burns stated “I am going to vote ‘aye’ and I would basically 
side with the remarks that have been made by Senator Waring.  We do have the opportunity, 
provided we pass the 2023 bill to make those adjustments and we can adjust up and down 
wherever so I think that is not a bad process for us to go through and so I will vote ‘aye’.” 
 
HB 2023 – ASRS; payments; technical correction – DO PASS AMENDED/STRIKE 
EVERYTHING 
 
Tim Grubbs, Appropriations Committee Analyst, explained the 3-page Burns strike 
everything amendment dated 04/12/07 at 4:35 p.m. (Attachment C). 
 
Chief Justice Ruth McGregor, Arizona Judicial Council, answered questions posed by the 
Committee. 
 
Senator Burns announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 
Senator Garcia asked Senator Burns if the Committee would consider a verbal motion to strike 
everything except Section 4 of the strike everything amendment.  Senator Garcia explained his 
“verbal amendment would basically retain the statewide elected officials’ salaries.”  Senator Garcia 
stated that verbal amendment is on the premise that SR 1003 would not have the sufficient votes on 
the floor to pass. 
 
Chairman Burns did not allow the verbal amendment.  Senator Burns suggested to Senator Garcia 
that his proposal could be part of a floor amendment. 
 

Senator Allen moved HB 2023 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.   
 
Senator Allen moved the 3-page Burns strike everything amendment dated 
04/12/07 at 4:35 p.m. be ADOPTED.   The motion CARRIED by a voice vote. 
 
Senator Allen moved HB 2023 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 8-1-2 (Attachment 
2). 

 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Harper stated “I am confident that some type of bipartisan 
agreement will be passed, will be reached as I know the votes are not there for this bill as it is written.  
As a matter of fact, I think the bill will receive plenty of votes on the floor.  By that time I might have 
determined that for one reason or another I might have a financial conflict of interest, well I am not 
declaring myself as a candidate for any office, I may claim a rule 30 at that time but for now I will vote 
‘aye’.” 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:38 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Shelley Ponce 
Committee Secretary 

(Audio recordings and attachments on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115. Audio 
archives are available at http://www.azsenate.gov)  
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