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Chairman Linda Gray called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m., and attendance was noted. 
 
EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS 
 
Rhian Gwynne Evans Allvin, Arizona Early Childhood Development and Health Board, 
Member, Pima County, Democrat – CONFIRMATION RECOMMENDED 
 
Rhian Gwynne Evans Allvin briefly explained her background and answered questions posed by 
the Committee members. 
 

Senator Harper moved the Committee on Public Safety and Human Services 
recommend to the full Senate the CONFIRMATION of Rhian Gwynne Evans Allvin 
as Member, Pima County, Democrat, to the Arizona Early Childhood Development 
and Health Board.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of                      
4-1-2 (Attachment 1). 

 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Huppenthal stated “I can’t imagine a more delightful person 
to guide the future of our children.  Hopefully we can come to a meeting of the minds on policy 
and I vote ‘Aye’.” 
 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Harper stated “I asked the nominees for the Board that had 
contacted me whether or not they thought that the legislature should subsidize this with 
General Fund money should the tobacco tax fall short.  Rhiann e-mailed me that during her 
time on the Board she thinks the tax should be sufficient.  However, today, I get the impression 
that she is implying that the state legislature still has the responsibility to backfill the General 
Fund should the tobacco tax fall short and I vote ‘No’.” 
 
Nadine Basha, Arizona Early Childhood Development and Health Board, Member, Maricopa 
County, Republican – CONFIRMATION RECOMMENDED 
 
Nadine Basha briefly explained her background and answered questions posed by the Committee 
members. 
 

Senator Huppenthal moved the Committee on Public Safety and Human Services 
recommend to the full Senate the CONFIRMATION of Nadine Basha as Member, 
Maricopa County, Republican, to the Arizona Early Childhood Development and 
Health Board.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 4-0-3 (Attachment 2). 

 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Huppenthal stated “I look forward to that discussion and I 
vote ‘Aye’.” 
 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Soltero stated “I am going to vote ‘Aye’ for Nadine.  I think 
she has an excellent background and is ready to meet the challenges that this Board will offer.  
I also want to be invited to this duel in the desert whenever it happens.” 
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Cecil Patterson, Arizona Early Childhood Development and Health Board, Member, Maricopa 
County, Republican – CONFIRMATION RECOMMENDED 
 
Cecil Patterson briefly explained his background and answered questions posed by the Committee 
members. 
 

Senator Huppenthal moved the Committee on Public Safety and Human Services 
recommend to the full Senate the CONFIRMATION of Cecil Patterson as Member, 
Maricopa County, Republican, to the Arizona Early Childhood Development and 
Health Board.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 4-0-3 (Attachment 3). 

 
Eugene W. Thompson, Arizona Early Childhood Development and Health Board, Member, 
Yavapai County, Democrat – CONFIRMATION RECOMMENDED 
 
Eugene Thompson briefly explained his background and answered questions posed by the 
Committee members. 

 
Senator Huppenthal moved the Committee on Public Safety and Human Services 
recommend to the full Senate the CONFIRMATION of Eugene W. Thompson as 
Member, Yavapai County, Democrat, to the Arizona Early Childhood Development 
and Health Board. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of                      
4-0-3 (Attachment 4). 

 
Jack B. Jewett, Arizona Early Childhood Development and Health Board, Member,           
Pima County, Republican – CONFIRMATION RECOMMENDED 
 
Jack Jewett briefly explained his background. 
 

Senator Harper moved the Committee on Public Safety and Human Services 
recommend to the full Senate the CONFIRMATION of Jack B. Jewett as Member, 
Pima County, Republican, to the Arizona Early Childhood Development and 
Health Board.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-0-2 (Attachment 5). 

 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Soltero stated “I am very happy to vote ‘Aye’ for Jack.  I just 
want to say that back in the days when we were both in the legislature, which was 1991 and 
1992, he had an excellent reputation of being a very good and efficient legislator and I am 
happy to vote ‘Aye’.” 
 
Vivian Juan-Saunders, Arizona Early Childhood Development and Health Board, Member,           
Pinal County, Democrat– CONFIRMATION RECOMMENDED 
 
Vivian Juan-Saunders briefly explained her background and answered questions posed by the 
Committee members. 
 

Senator Harper moved the Committee on Public Safety and Human Services 
recommend to the full Senate the CONFIRMATION of Vivian Juan-Saunders as 
Member, Pinal County, Democrat, to the Arizona Early Childhood Development 
and Health Board.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of                      
4-0-3 (Attachment 6). 
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In explanation of his vote, Senator Soltero stated “I am very happy to vote for Chairwoman 
Juan-Saunders.  She has done an excellent job and she is very knowledgeable in education 
and I think she would make an excellent Board Member and I vote ‘Aye’.” 
 
Pamela J. Powell, Arizona Early Childhood Development and Health Board, Member,           
Coconino County, Independent – CONFIRMATION RECOMMENDED 
 
Pamela Powell briefly explained her background and answered questions posed by the Committee 
members. 
 

Senator Harper moved the Committee on Public Safety and Human Services 
recommend to the full Senate the CONFIRMATION of Pamela J. Powell as 
Member, Coconino County, Independent, to the Arizona Early Childhood 
Development and Health Board. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of                      
4-0-3 (Attachment 7). 

 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 

        Bill Ritz 
                                                              Committee Secretary 
 
(Audio recordings and attachments on file in the Secretary of Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115.  Audio 
archives are available at http://www.azsenate.gov). 
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